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CHAPTER L 



S 



IR Edward Newendeh and Montgo- 
mery journeyed rapidly towards London, 
but neither of them were inclined to con- 
verfation, and as they approached the 
town their mutual uneafinefs and anxiety 
feemed to encreafe : Sir Edward remem- 
bered the ftrange fituatlon in which he had 
left his family; his wife abfent, mourning 
over the effedts of that vengeance which he' 

Vol. V. B had 
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had been compeUed to take on Lord-Da- 
ne^forte, his children without their mother, 
his own aftions perhaps mifreprefented -, 
while his confcience, unaccuftomed hi- 
therto to allow him any great latitude, 
reprefented to him in forcible colours the 
error he had committed in yielding to. the 
firft impulfe of ungovernable affeftion, and 
haftening at fuch a time to Ethelinde. 
The reproaches he m^dc himfelf on this 
head ferved however to ftrengthen the re- 
folution he had made, not to conquer his 
paflion for her, for that he felt to be out 
of his power, but to preclude the pofli- 
bility of its doing her farther injury, by 
quitting the only fatisfac^ion he ever pro- 
mifed himfelf, that of feeing her and loving 
her in filence, referving only the right of 
a guardian to ferve and befriend her by the 
interpofition of others. 

Montgomery, whofe heart was agitated 
betv/een faint hopes and tormenting ap- 
prehenfions, was eager to get to his lodg- 
ings, where he txpeftcd to find letters from 

his 
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his mother, on the contents of which his 
fate depended. He leaped out of the 
chaife, therefore, the moment it flopped ia 
Hanover Square; and hardly flaying ta 
take leave of his fellow traveller, he hur- 
ried to his lodgings in Portland Street, 
whither he had defired hts letters to be 
direfted. 

Sir Edward, on entering his own houfe, 
learned of his fervants that their lady had 
returned to it that morning, that her mo- 
ther was with her, and that phyficians 
had been fent ibr to attend her, as fhe was 
extremely ill. Numberlefs uneafy and 
diftrefling refle&ions now crouded on the 
mind of Sir Edward, He knew not how 
to refufe receiving his wife, for nothing 
on her part had occurred fince their laft 
meeting to make him wholly decline it : 
yet the contemptuous and difgraceful con- 
verfation repeated to him by Templeton; 
the fpeech Lord Danesforte had himfelf 
made on receiving his wound ; her violent 
concern, and the general flylc o^ her con- 

B 2 dua: 
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du£t fince their reconciliation; all contri- 
buted to imprefs more deeply on his mind 
the fufpicions before too ftrong of her mif- 
conduft. He had not tim€ long to con- 
fider h,ow he (hould adb, before Mrs, Mal- 
travers, hearing he was returned, fent to 
defire to fpeak with him ; and though he 
forefaw how difagreeable the interview 
would be, he could not refufc ta admit 
h^r. 

Her converfation, mingled with tears, 
latpentations, and reproaches, tended to 
perfuade him that he had cruelly injured 
Lady Newendcn, and mod unjuftly gra- 
tified, on Lord Danesforte, vengeance which 
he ought not . to have conceived, She 
reprefenred her daughter's fituation as very 
dangerous ; and' as being occafioned folely 
by her fears for her hufband and for her 
own reputation. — '^ And yet/* cried fhe, 
" you could \i^j^ hard hearted, fo un- 
feeling as toleaw her, and go out of town. 
Oh ! Sir Edward* who wogld have thought 
that you could ufe Maria fo cruelly. I . 

alTure 
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aflure you flie feels it, though, poor foul, 
file is not furprifed at it; if ihe had been 
dying, to be furc you muft have gone to 
Brack wood on /tub a pr effing occajton.*' 
. Sir Edward^ vexed and confufed to un- 
derftand that the reafon of his journey was 
known, was yet too ingenuous and fpi-» 
rited to deny it. — *' Madam," anfwered 
he, with as much calmnefs as he could 
alfume, •* you will, I hope, allow me to 
be mafter of my own aft ions. Be affured 
that any fuch^refleftions as you have now 
thrown out are fo far from being likely 
to produce the efFeft you fecm to expeft 
from them, that they can ferve only to 
convince me of the badnefs of that caufe 
which can be defended only by the defpi-^ 
cable devices (^ Malignity and falfehood* 
Let Lady Newenden convince me flie has 
never forfeited her right to my exclufivc 
aflFeftion; having done that, which, how- 
ever open to conviftion I am, (he will, I 
fear, find very difficult, let her continue^ 
by a very different conduct from what fhc 

B3 has 
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has lately afliimcd, to (hew me-that I have 
mifundcrftood her, and Ihe will never 
^nd that my afFeftion for her coufin is of a 
nature to give her any caufe of complaint. 
To a candid, a generous^ a liberal mindy ic 
muft ever have appeared what it really isj 
but I am forry to fay that your daughter 
poflfeflcs little of thofe qualities. I hope, 
however, that (he judges not of my con- 
dud, of my attachments, by her own-, and 
in doing juftice to her principles and paf- 
lions, fuppofes her cou(in equally culpa- 
ble? 

The cahn feverity of this retort feemed 
to be particularly cutting to Mrs, Maltra- 
vers ; whofc fubfcquent harangue on the 
virtues, beauty, and fortune of her daughr 
ter, and on her own confcquence and per- 
feftions, was very loud and very long. 
Sir Edward, feeii^g it was not likely foon 
to conclude, vfzi leaving her in pofleflion 
of his apartment, when Maltravers himfelf 
entered the houfe, and having peevilhly 
ordered his wife to leave them together, 

he 
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he with more coolnefs entered into con- 
verfation with Sir Edward ; and after dif- 
cuffing many points with more candour 
than he expefted with him, (candour which 
originate^ in the dread he had lead his 
daughter's conduft (hould ill bear the in- 
veftigation with which it was threatened 
if an abfolute feparation fliould happen) 
he agreed to enforce with ail his power the 
plan which Sir Edward propofed — of im- 
mediately going with Lady Newenden 
and his family to Paris, and from thence 
to Italy, to remain at lead a twelveniOTth. 
Their going abroad together immediately 
after the duel would at leaft put an end to 
the report of its being occafioned folely by 
her Ladyfhip's attachment to Lord Da-. 
nesforte ; the refleftions made on Sir Ed- 
ward's partiaUty to Ethelinde would be 
forgotten; and Maltravers faw fo many 
tidvantages in it, that he warmly encou- 
raged the propofal. It was only his au- 
thority that had compelled Lady Newen- 
den to return to tl>e houfe of her hulband 
n. B.4. afecond^^ 
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a fecond rime, though he carefully con- 
cealed thar circumftancte froili Sir Ed- 
ward; and he now, in purfuance of this 
arrangement between them, fo effedually 
tirged the neceflity of immediate compli- 
ance, that Lady Newenden, who was In 
a few days tired of the farce of affefting 
to be lick when (lie was really in perfedt 
health, difmifled her Phyficians ; and no 
impediment remaining, the whole family, 
with Mr. and Mrs. Maltravers, fet out 
for Dover in about a week after Sir Ed- 
Varas vifit to Brackwood, and proceeded 
diredly to Paris. Lady Newenden, tho* 
(he behaved with haughty and fullen cold- 
nefs towards Sir Edward, yet feemed to 
have forgotten the violent friendftiip fhe 
had profeffed for Lord Dancsforte, who 
was before their departure out of all dan- 
ger, and gone to his Gloucefterlhire houfe. 
Neither Mrs. Maltravers or her daughter 
now ever named him, though he ufed to 
be the eternal theme of the former; and 
Sir Edward, though very miferable, en- 
deavoured 
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favoured in change of fcene to find 
amufement, and in the tender carefles of 
his children confolation. The image of 
Ethelinde, however, purfued him every 
where; and hardly confcious of his mo- 
tive, he lingered ^t Paris longer than he 
originaliy intended, becaufehe there hoped 
to hear of her more quickly and more fre- 
qvicntly *than it was poflible for him to do 
when he removed to .a greater diftance 
fjTom England. 

Montgomery, on arriving at his lodg- 
ings, found only one letter from his mo- 
ther, which informed him merely of her 
arrival at L^ons, and that from the com- 
plicated nature of the engagements of that 
houfe to which her money had been lent„ 
(lie had not yet been enabled to get infor- 
mation whether her money would or would 
not. be fafe. Montgomery thought the 
•whole letter written in defpondence which 
.flip^feemed anxious to conceal; and the 
i^ifpenfe in which it left him redoubled his 
^wrctchednefs. , Royfton, having left two 

Bi .or 
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or three meffages at his lodgings during 
the laft week of his abfence, now called 
upon him to let him know that his ap- 
pointment was made out; and that the 
veflel on which it was neceffary for him 
to embark lay ready to fail, her depar- 
ture from the river being abfolutely fixed 
to happen in about ten days. Thus cir-' 
cumflanced^ it became neceffary for him 
to determine either to ftay or go; and the 
contending paffions with which he was? 
agitated grew almoft too painful to be 
endured without the deprivation of reafon. 
Sometimes he thought himfelf refolutely 
fixed to undertake a voyage which his cou- 
uage, his honor, his reafon^ equally for- 
bade hls-relinquifliing; then the image of 
Ethelinde, in alt its feducmg charms, pre- 
fenicd itfetf to him; he figured to himfel£ 
all the happinefs of living with her andl 
his mother at GirafmeFe, and the enchant- 
ing pifture of. fuch fociety, their, perfedfe: 
confidence,., their tender friendlbip, and^^ 
tlieir unbounded . lov^. for him : and he.: 

fcirgots 
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forgot for a ii^ment that he had not the 
means of afford vng to thefe two beings, fo 
tenderly beloved, the neceflaries of life. 

In the mean time, Royfton, who was ^ 
very proud of the fer vice he had done him, . 
and who had been complimented on the * 
merit of his young relation by all thbfe to 
•whom he had prefented him, buftled about 
ih his fervice with a zeal for which Mont- 
gomery knew not how^ to account* He- 
himfetf delayed from day to day to make 
the laft preparations, ftiir wflling to hope 
that he might not be compelled to quit the 
country which contained all that gave value 
to hi5 exiftence. 

A week paffed thus ; and at the end of' 
that time Sir Edward took leave bf him 
before his departure for the Continent. Sir 
Edward fpoke but little to Montgomery 
of his voyage to India j but feemed to con- 
fiderit as fixed ; and of Ethefindc he only 
faid that he had taken meafures to have her 
fupplied quarterly with the moncyh'e had • 
named, and that he Jwped (he would paft > 

her 
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her time between the houfe of his fifter and 
that of Mrs. Montgomery. At parting, 
however, he wrung the hand of Montgo- 
mery, and faid with a deep figh — " Fare- 
well, dear Charles ! your voyage, how- 
ever long, your abfence, however tedious, 
will, I doubt not, be fortunate. In me 
your fituation excites envy; for if there is 
any thing more delightful than living with 
the objedt of our affedtion, it is living for 
them in the hope of being one day United, 
and in the confcioufnefe of doing that 
which may promote that union. All thefe 
flattering profpedls are your's. See them 
in their true colours, and you will be com- 
paratively happy>." 

Montgomery could not reply; and tho' 
lie felt the force of Sir Edward's obferva- 
tion, he could no where, find any fcnfation 
in his own breaft at all aHicd to happinefs. 
He Was glad, however, that Sir Edward 
Newenden was not to be in the fame 
tountry with Ethel rndc ; and while hardly 
4arin^ to own to himfelfthe uneafy jea- 

loufy 
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loufy he fometim^ feh^ be could never 
prevail upon himfelf to reflcdt, without 
uneafinefs, on the friendftiip which Ethe* 
lindc fo openly avowed for Sir Edward 
Newenden, or on that tender aflTedtiori he 
had acknowledged himfelf fenfibie of for 
her.: J . '•. ^. ' ;* : , 

\^%ye->iMoii^mery i:3e9iatned in this- 
torturingf fufp^nfcjiftill eagerly clinging to 
an hope which ^rew every .h0ur more fee-^i 
hlcj Ethelinde pnfled' the ,grea^ part pf 
her ume alone i^ for Mifs Newenden, as 
Ae hunting fe^fon grew near its clofe, pur- 
fued that amufemcnt with encr-eafed avi- 
dity^ Eithelinde, however, far from finding 
this foiitude tedious, was e:3ctremely glad 
to be fo little under the neeeffity of con- 
verfing ; and as heir thoughts dwelt on Mont- 
gomery, k was pleafant to have fo little 
eccafipn to affeft an intereft for others. 
Mifs Newenden, though ftill very civil to 
her, appeared more than ufually occupied 
in affairs of her own; and Ethelinde ob- 
ferved chat (he often received and an- 
. . iwered 



ftrared letters, aicircumftance hitherto im^- 
uftial with ho* J . but* this might in fo many.'^ 
other, ways be accounted for, that Ethe» 
Untie \rds far from fufpefting they caibe: 
from a fovoured loVer.* 

Siir&^wapd Newendefl^ . Vowtvtrj beings 
now in France^ bis fifter, though deter- 
nm^d 10 rgedt any advioc:|l«' might give, . 
W€ls jet' iinwiUing^ to l>ear it,' and there- - 
ft>ft prfepiircd to execute • her matrimonial * 
projeft* bef<)Pe. her dtfign :couId reach hiss 
ears«^'. Somr d^aysv hbweVer, i^ Wore away;: 
on the part of Mift New«nden m a fort of r 
buftle- which feemed to portend fome. - 
change in the family; and in-thatof Ethe- 
\iadt in deeply participating aU xkc me- 
kIichc4y^ anxiety fo forcibly exprefled in i 
the letters (he received frdm Montgomery. 
Every poll day ' this diftreft was renewed 
and'encreafed ; and the terms in which he 
defcribed the ftifFerings infli<a?ed by this 
painful uncertainty were faithful piAures 
of her own anguifli and regret; At length 
a. heavy pacquet was delivered to herr 

wth 
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with an unufual foreboding of evil, witfc 
tiembling handS) and a beating heart, &c 
opened it, and^ read thus^ 

Londmy March ii, 17-^; • 

^* Before you read a ktter, which V 
write in a ftate of mind not' to be defcribed,^ 
penife tliat which I ehclofe to you from t 
my mother/* 

Ethelinde, hardly knowing what (he- 
did,, unfolded. the fecond letter, which xw« 
thus, 

*• ' My dear Charles, 

•• Not doubting but that i this will findl 
you ftill in -. London^ . it would have been \ 
moft gratifying to me to have given you ai 
pleafing account of oujr bufinefs. Judge,, 
my fon,.. of what V fuffer in being com- 
pelled to inforn^ youv that^ having at 
length been prefent at the inveftigation of 
the.afiaii:s of M^flrs Du Chelhe, 1 iind that c 

above; 
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above a thoufand pounds are abfokitely 
loft, and the remaining fix hundred there 
is fo little probability of recovering that I 
cannot but confider it as gone alfo. Mr, 
Le-Moine, however, advifes a procefs ta 
be commenced, to which I , have reluc- 
tantly confented ; not only becaufe it ap- 
pears to me that the expence attending the 
fuit will be entirely thrown away, but be- 
caufe 1 muft of neceffity await the ifliie of 
at here, inftead of returning to England. 
Ala$ ! my dear Charles, my wilhes to haf- 
ten thither have now no longer that mo- 
tive which has ever fince your birth influ- 
enced all my inclination. In returning to 
my country I (hall not embrace Jilm who 
alone has the power to make that or any 
other part of the globe pleafani to me;: 
but deprived as I muft be of this firft de- 
light of my life, I had formed in my ima- 
gination another, and pleafed myfelf with 
the fond hopeof receiving ihere your other 
felf— the lovely, amiable, interefting Ethe- 
Einde* Cpllefting at Gr^raerc all you 

loved X 
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loved : having in her a being to whom I 
could continyally fpeak of my fon, and to 
whofe heart he iis as precious as to mine, 
I thought I ftiOfuld lefs feverely feel the 
cruel deprivation to which I miift fubmit ; 
and in contemplating the perfedions of her 
who will, I ftill truft, crown' your future 
days with happinefs, I believed that thofe 
which were paffing in this dreaded but nen 
ceflary abfence, would be rendered lefs in- 
fupportabje. . 

^^ • Weeks ; ajwd'; months nauft now elapfe 
before I (hall prefs to my anxious heart the 
darling of yquri's* They will, however 
heavily, be pa^ffedi and the moment it is 
pofl5ble-:l .will haften back to her. Tell 
her then, my fon, to preferve her health, 
as (he would.wUh to.make me, when we 
do meet, as eafy as in your abfence 1 can 
be ; tell her that (he is accountable to me 
for the felicity of my dear Charles, and 
that I am fure (he will enable JBe to.dif- 
charge fuccefsfuUy a truft fo dear and wel- 
come to rne. 

T . ^* For 
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For yourfclf I have little to fay, fince 
I cbmmit your fafcry to that Providence 
which prcfervcd you amid many perils to 
be tfhc bleflling and confolation of your 
mother, while you were yet fo young that 
(he knew not how invaluable the blefling 
was : and I have furely nothing to add oa 
the fubjedt of advice ; I need not recom- 
mend any virtue to him who fo eminently 
pofleflbs them all, whofc fteady religion, 
and unfuUied confcience gives hith forti- 
tudes whole noble and undaunted fpirit is 
inherited from a long line of anceflc^rs^ to 
whofe illuftrious name he lends new glory, 
and whoie heart has all the tcndernds of a* 
woman blendai with the firmxi^fs of an 
heixx 

^^ Write to me> ^.kar Charks, by every 
poffible couveysuftce, and imitate not the 
^ weakncfs I lee)> while doing what on jour 
accoimt 1 koaow to be right, in thvjs con- 
feotii^ to and proaaocing tour voy^gie. 
Ab^ iK)Chiog U.:c that coavidioa could 
maJte m^ lubixut to the aa^uife I ao«r 
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fuffer. I would, I ought to conceal it, 
1 )ut tht blotted paper betrays what pafTes 
in my heart while my hand is employed in 
bidding you, my beloved Charles, adicii I 
May heaven prefervc and reftore you to 
the ardent prayers of your affeftionate mo- 
ther, 

Caroline Montgomery.'* 

With difficulty Ethelinde fini(hed this 
letter ; and before (he could atttempt to 
read that of Montgomery, (he fat down 
and gave way. to a violent paffion of tcars.i 
*^ Jt is jail over then,'* faid (lie; "every 
hope is gone ; yet what did I expeft ? all^ 
that this fatal letter tells me, I had before 
every reafon to believe would happen ?'* 
Thus, arguing with hcrfelf, (he at length 
acquired courage to go on with Montgo- 
mery's letter. 

*' Having read what I have received 
from the beft of parents and of women, 
you fte, my Ethelinde, xhat your uiihappy 

lover 
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lover is deftincd to be exiled from you and' 
from her. The lingering hope I hiwl 
nouriflicd in my heart is gone for ever.=— I 
fubniit — ! cannot bear to think of my 
mother's fituation ; for her fake, as well* 
as in the hope of becoming as much more^ 
worthy of you as pecuniary advantages;^ 
c4n make 4ne, I muft go ! Ah ! what did 
I not before owe that dear parent; and 
what an infinite cncreafe of obligation I 
feel, in the tender folicitude (he expreffes, 
for that beauteous being fo dear to this ago- 
nized heart. If ever I return— if I return 
and find you both fuch as my anxious 
fi^ndnefs will inceffantly reprefent you, 
what boundlefs happinefs will be mine; 

but if Ethelindet 1 cannot finifli the 

fcntence ! Oh ! thou beloved pofl'eflbr of 
the very foul of Montgomery ! remember 
that he acquires courage to doom himfelf 
to certain prefent mifery, only in the hope 
of being one day happy ; and that his hap- 
pinefs, his very exiftcnce depend oh you. 
Let my mother's letter fpeak ^mor« cohe-. 

rently 
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Tenitly than I can do of what we both ex* 
pedt of you. Ah ! do not— do not dif- 
appoint us. 1 cannot write. Why indeed 
ihould I betray my own weaknefs while I 
recommend fortitude to you ? I am befet 
by people who congratulate me on my 
appointment, and difplay the advantages 
that await me. Ah ! they would find rea- 
fon rather to condole with and pity me, 
could they fee the tortures of my foul. 
How much 1 envy the lowefl mechanic 
who bows to me for orders, and how ar-i 
dently I wi(h it were poilible for me to 
become the laft retainer of my noble houfe 
amid the rude mountains of the North if 
I could live with thofe I love ! 

^^ But all this is the mere garrulity of 
helplefs defpair, in which I ought not to 
indulge myfelf. I will reprefs then thefe 
fruitlefs murmurs to which even your ten- 
der fpirit rifes fuperior. Pardon me if I 
have already faid too much — ah ! pardon 
the wild effufions of a heart burfting with 
anguifh, of a fpirit at war with itfelf. Two 

days 
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CHAPTER Ii; 



E 



THELINDE now found a new em- 
ployment, full of melancholy anxiety, in 
viewing the diftant ocean from her favorite 
eminence, and fancying every veflel which 
appeared but ^s a fpot in the grey horizon 
might poffibly bear Montgomery within it. 
However content (he had hitheito been to 
find herfelf alone, (he now wi(hed for 
fomebody who could tell her which of the 
(hips (he faw pafling were Eaft-India men. 
She watched the weather ; and made en- 
quiries which nobody heeded ; for the 
people around her were no otherwife fo- 
licitous about the wind than as the various 
points from which it blew produced a 
cold fceniing morning, or was favourable 
to their purfuit. Ethelinde, therefore, ftill 
indulging her mournful contemplations, 
wandered about all day on the hills, wi(h- 

ing 
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ing for intelligeiice, yet unable to obtain it. 
The letter promifed from the Downs came 
not ; yet five or fix days had paflTcd. She 
knew not all the various delays which occur 
before a thip adlually leaves the river : and 
(he fancied that Montgomery had already 
quitted the Coaft of England. 

Still (he found a gloomy fatisfadion in 
furveymg the fea on which he was em- 
barked ; and this (he continued to enjoy 
without interruption, Mifs Newcnden 
feldom enquired how (he paflTed her 
time, and they met only at dinner and 
fupper. It was at the end of about tea 
days, that Ethelinde, on entering the eat- 
ing room, found the table fet out with an 
unufual air of preparation : five plates 
were placed on it : Mifs Newenden feemed 
extremely referved and extremely reftlefs^ 
and went fo frequently to the window, that 
Ethelinde at laft ventured to enquire whe- 
ther (he expefted company? 

She anfwered yes ; but gave her no 
farther information. In a few moments^ 

Vol. V. C however. 
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however, her fufpenfe was at an end : 
Woolafton, and a young man with him, 
who appeared to be a clergyman, appeared 
in a new phaeton and four, and Davenant 
followed in his with fix. Ethelinde, wfth 
fome furprife^ and* more uneafinefs, beheld 
this arrival. She had been prefent fo 
little during the laft vifit that (he had no 
idea of the footing Woolafton was upon ; 
but it now needed little explanation. He 
was evidently expe<5bed ; he was as evi- 
dently welcome; and though the event 
of the next day was not openly mentioned 
that evening, fo little pains were taken to 
conceal it, that Ethelinde felt hardly any 
aftoniQiment when at nine o'clock the next 
morning Mifs Newenden's maid, who 
fometimes affifted in her room, came in 
and told her, with the air of a perfon who is 
in pofleflion of an important fecret, that her 
lady was then aftually gone to church to 
be married to Mr. Woolafton. 

Ethelinde went down as ufual to the 
brcakfaft parlour; where in a few moments 

the 
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the party came in from the ceremony, ixA 
Woolafton introduced his wife to Ethelinde 
in form, Mrs, Woolafton made no apo- 
logy for the myftery ftie had obferved, as 
•feeming to tliink herfelf accountable to 
nobody; and her change of fituatioiifeemed 
to make no alteration either in her beha- 
viour or the ftyle of the houfe, except only 
that Mr. Woolafton became at once its 
acknowledged mafter. Two or three days 
after the marriage, Mn Borlace,. the young 
clergyman who had married them, de- 
parted, and a 'parti quarre remained of 
Mr. and Mrs. Woolafton, Davenant, and 
Ethelinde. 

- Ever fince (he had declined the ad- 
dreffes of DaVenant, he had afFefted to 
confider himfelf as affronted, and to look 
' upon her as a filly ignorant girl who was 
blind to her intereft, and not worth his 
further attention. Ethelinde, who had 
always beheld him with a mixture of con- 
tempt and averfion, hoped and believed 
that this coldnefs on his part would conti- 
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^ue ; and by . avoiding him as muck as 
poflible, (he endeavoured to convince him 
that the change in her own fituation had 
made none in her opinion of him, Un- 
happily, however, for the peace of the de- 
ferted Ethelinde, Davenant was now in- 
duced by variety of motives to purfue her 
with lefs hpnourable views than thofe he 
once entertained. Her beauty he had al- 
ways admired : but never fo much as fince 
he had beard Woolafton praife it : his mean 
and ungenerous fpirit found a malignant 
and unworthy gratification in believing 
that, fubducd as ftie now was, he could 
obtain as a miftrefs her who had refufed to 
become his wife ; and that he fhould fi- 
nally triumph in bearing her away on his 
own terms from him whom he had always 
fo inveceratcly hated — the handfome, gal- 
lant, favoured Montgomery. Sir Edward 
Kewenden, in acquitting himfelf of his 
truft as his guardian, had giveh him fome 
advice on his future condudt, which Dave- 
nant, fo far from being grateful for, re- 

membered 
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membered with fullen angen Obftinacy, 
generally the companion of ignorance, 
would never fuffer him to own himfelf in 
the wrong; and though he knew that he 
had, in confequence of not attending to 
Sir Edward's admonitions, funk above 
thirty thoufand pounds of his fortune, he 
rather difliked him for having forefeen than 
owned any obligation to him for having 
tried to prevent it. He refledted, there- 
fore, with fatisfadlion. on the mortificati<Mi 
which the marriage of Mifs Newendeti, 
would occafion to Sir Edward, and would 
have found double pleafure in fucceeding 
with Ethelinde, from the certainty that it 
would be to him a ftill inore cruel blow* • 
The fullen refentment, and infolent 
contempt which he had (hewn towards 
Ethelinde, it was difficult to quit. By 
degrees, however, he pretended attention 
and tendernefs ; but (b ill was his temper 
-jpid manners calculated to play the lover 
that his attention appeared to her trouble- 
fomc officioufnef§, and his tendernefs im- 

C 3 pertinence. 
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pertinehc^> which only fervcd to drive 
her from him with difguft and even terror,^ 
Having once, however, engaged in the 
attempt to fubdue, what he could not but 
perceive, her coldncfs and diflike, he re- 
folved, with ali the hard and immovable- 
obftinacy and pride of his charafter, that- 
(he fhould not efcape him ; and he had in* 
the worthlefs and unprincipled Woolafton 
an afliftant, who, with all the inclination^ 
had now all the power to promote his un- 
generous defigns. 

'The hunting feafon was almoft at an 
cnd> and Mrs. Woolafton went out lefs 
frequently than during the winter. When- 
ever (he did go, however, her hu(band 
on^ly went with her ; and Davenant found 
fome pretence or other to remain in the 
houfe^ where he had often the pleafure of 
pafling the morning alone ; for Ethelinde^ 
who found that he purfued her every where 
clfe, ufually took refuge in her own room, 
and locked the door*^ 

As even her native xomplaifance had^ 

never 
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never been able to conceal the difguft witk 
which Davenant always infpired her in the 
former part of their acquaintance, (he nOMf 
attempted not by any effort of civility to 
obliterate that impreffion, but whenever 
WoolaPcon Itft them alone, which he took 
perpetual opportunities of doing, (he feized 
the firft moment in her power to quit the 
room alfo. It happened that about a 
week after Mrs* Woolafton's marriage^ (he 
was herfelf giving fome orders in her fla- 
bles J and Woolafton, in purfuance of his 
promifc to his friendi affefted to recollcdk 
fomething about one of the horfes^ s^nd 
darting from his feat he ran away after 
her to the ftables. The circumftance of 
her being left with Davenant had noW 
happened fo often that it was impoflible 
to believe it accidentaL Ethelinde, how*, 
ever, determined it (hould be fruitlefs; 
and eager to go for her morning walk, for 
in jconfequence of having feen in the (hip 
news of a paper, which (he now anxioufly 
perufed, that the Eaft India (hip on board 

C 4 which 
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which Montgomery was^ had three days 
before paffed by Deal, and proceeded with 
a fair wind, fhe fancied that as the wind 
ftiU continued in the fame quarter, (lie 
might now fee h ; and however remote> 
however imaginary this melancholy plea^ 
fure might be, fhe ftill found a delight] in 
indulging it, with which (he could not bear 
that Davenant (hould interfere. WooIaG 
ton therefore had no fooner left the room, 
than (he rofe from the table, round which 
they had been (itting, and was opening the 
door, when Davenant, who had not had 
time to arrange the fpeech he meditated to- 
detain her, rofe haftily, and as with one 
hand (he opened the door, he feized the 
othen 

*' Pray now,'^ cried he, as if he had a 
right to be heard, ^* what occa(ion is there 
for all this hurry/* 

Ethelinde, ftniggling to get her hand 
from him, anfwered in viiible difpleafure— * 

I am going out, Mr. Davenant.'* 

** Going 



(i 
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** Going out are you ? Oh ! then TU 
go with you, I want a walk,'* 

This was even more difagreeable than 
remaining in the houfe with him; and 
Ethclinde was now compelled to f^y in 
fome confofion that (he (hould not walk, 
but was going to her room to write letters. 

** What is the ufe of writijig letters?-* 
cried he, feizing the other hand, and dravyi- 
irtg her towards a chair. '^ 'Tis of np ufe 
-to write themto-day, for I cantellyou Woplr 
aflon does not fend to tlie poft. So com^ 
and fit down — I want to aik you abont Sjf 
Edward*" i Ethclinde now thought thit it 
.was better tor fit a few moments with him 
than to let himiuppofe (he feared him ; (ht 
therefore fat^ down ; but faid impatiently—- 
*' I beg you will not detain me longj^s I 
really. have letters to write.'* - i 

. ^^ Pooh, /pooh,?' cried hcv.contemptijir 
ouflyi^*^; N^.iaUwknow who yoixwriwA^i 
but *xwafl .begrime enough if the deir'aSa* 
tnre^reccives your packet in a fortnight af- 
ter he getj^to Bengal. . Let the poor fipJlaw 
i ' Cs I fail 
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fail in peace after his Nabob(hip, and do 
yoii think now a little of your old friends, 
I dare fay by the time he gets to the end of 
hi^ voyage that he'll be thinking like Incle 
liow to make the moft of himfelf and of 
his pretty perfon, unlefs he happens to pick 
up a Yarico by the way. Nay don't figh 
fo ; but if \itJhould happen, as he's fo very 
faatidfome, you know, to bring home fome 
governor's widow, or the yellow daughter 
of fome rich faftor— I dare fay your affec- 
tion for him is fo perfeft that you'd rejoice 
in his good fortune/' 

Ethelinde, who was at firft difpofed to 
cry) now felt her indignation conquer her 
vexation,«~" Mr, Davenant," faid (he, 
*^ your talents for ridicule are fo very flender 
that really your -attempts excite only pity. 
If you mean by what you have faid to 
fpeak of Montgomery . with tontempt, 
know that it recoils .on yourfeif, and that 
liotwithftanding the advanta^ Which you 
flippofe your fortune gives you over him, 
he, in my id«a, pioffeffcs in regard to you 
- ' all 
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-all the fuperiority which every natural and 
acquired perfeftion of mind and perfon can 
-give a man over him who has no obliga- 
tions but to that capricious chance which 
beftowed on him money he does not de- 
serve, and which he knows not how to 
ufc.'' 

A blufli of rage and (hame now rofe on 
the dull countenance of Davenant. He 
tried, but ineffedtually^ to force a fmile ; and 
hefitated to confider what he (hould fay 
that fhould not betray how feverely he was 
hurt, while it expreffed yet more bitter 
contempt againft this fondly preferred ri- 
val, of whom he could not think with pa- 
tience; but Ethelinde, who had repented 
the patience (he had (hewn in liftcning to 
him a moment, had already left the room. 

She haftened trembling to her own, 
where u flood of tears relieved hen — '^ Oh-! 
Montgomery,'* exclauned (he, ^^ wheiie 
art thou ? Why is not thy generous, thy 
gallant fpirit, fenfible of the infuks, of the 
miferies to which thy defolate Ethelmde is 

expofed? 
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cxpded ? Even the laft poor and mourn- 
ful gratification that remained is denied 
me— even now perhaps the fliip on whofq 
profperous voyage more than my exift- 
cnce depends, is hovering on this coafl. 
Thofe eyes, where every paflion is fo for- 
cibly cxprefled, are turned with fond and 
fruitlefs regret towards the hills of Dorfet- 
flilre, and vainly, very vainly fearch for 
fome trace of that poor, forlorn, deferted 
being, whom thou canft no longer pro- 
teft.** This ftroke of felf pity quite over- 
whelmed her; Qie remained for a moment 
in an agony of grief, while the cruel fenfe 
of what had paflcd within the laft eight 
'months preffed on her recollection — her 
father ! — her brother ! — her lover ! — all, all 
taken from her. The firft certainly gone 
for ever ; the other two never perhaps to 
return. She felt as if deprived of every 
thing valuable in life ; it required an effort 
of refolution to determine to live; and her 
heart feemed fo opprefled that fhe fancied 
(he (hould be fuffocated if (he did not im- 
mediately 
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mediately go into the air. The fear of meet- 
ing Davenant however was not conquered 
by this paroxyfm of forrow. She ftepped 
out therefore on the flair cafe to liften if he 
was ftiil walking in the parlour, and after 
Aanding there a moment breathlefs, (he 
was relieved by hearing Woolafton enter, 
and propofe to him to ride to the market 
town on fome commiffions Mrs. Woolaf- 
ton wanted to have executed that morn- 
ing; (he found he confented, and foon 
afterwards feeing them on horfeback to- 
gether, (he hurried on her things and fled 
to her feat under her beloved old thorn. 

There (he felt the violent opprefllion 
abate; the breathed more freely; (he 
gazed on the extenfive view ; where the 
faint verdure, hardly perceivable, was yet 
enough to mark the approach of Spring, 
Above her head— 

•» The vault was blue, 
" Without a cloud.- ** 

And before her the fea appeared fo clear 

that 
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that (he fancied (he could di(lingui(h the 
gentle undulation of the waves. Number- 
lefs fmall veflels were fcattered on its calna 
furface ; the white fails of fome caught the 
full riys of the fun, others were in(hadow, 
and appeared like dufky fpecks hanging in 
the air. No human being appeared on the 
whole extent of the open country be- 
tween her and the fea. Scarce a cottage 
X)r a hayftack arofe as a (ign that it was in- 
habited ; and Ethelinde fat in a mournful 
yet not unpleafing reverie, till (he almoft 
fancied herfelf alone on a defert • coaft, 
watching for the veflel on which all her 
hopes of liberty and life depended. Her real 
(ituation was indeed hardly lefs forlorn. 
Young, bcautiflil, indigent, and friendlefs, 
the world was to her only as a vaft wil- 
derhcfs, where perils of many kinds 
awaited her ; and England contained not 
now one being folicitous for her happinefs, 
not one friend to whom (he could appeal 
for pity and protection. 

As thefe melancholy refledtions pafled 

through 
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through her mind^ (he fek almoft dif- 
pofed to repent that (he had, by refufing 
all his propofals, compelled Montgomery 
to leave her.-i— ** If his voyage (hould be 
fuccefslefs ! if he (hould peri(h in it, how 
bitter will be the reproaches I (hall make 
myfelf, if indeed remorfe, infupponable 
remorfe robs me not of all recollection. Yet 
why (hould r indulge fuch gloomy apprc- 
henfions ? Why doubt that Providence to 
which his mother, whofe tendemefs for 
him is not lefs than mine, with confident 
hope refigns him. I have done what (he 
thought, what I myfelf felt to be my 
duty; and (hall I doubt the juftice of 
heaven in rewarding a facrifice fo exqui- 
fitely painful, that only the great judge of 
hearts knows how much it coft me/* In 
refledtions like thefe fome hours paft away; 
and in this appeal to heaven her mind had 
acquired compofure, which was a(E(led by 
the tranquilUty of every thing around her. 
No (bunds but the wind (ighing through 
the leaflefs hawthorn' under which (he fat^ 

or 
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or the whiftling of the Stone Curlew, the 
wild and folitary inhabitant of open coun- 
tries, broke the filence of perfeft feclufion. 
Suddenly however from the di^ of an hill 
which concealed part of the road from 
Brackwood to the neighbouring town, an 
horfeman appeared riding furiouily towards 
her; and (he had hardly time to regret 
the interrruption, and to endeavour by 
flight to efcape it, before her uneafinefs 
and alarm were encreafed by perceiving it 
was Davenaot. 

He gallopped towards her with a de- 
gree of velocity that made her ftep back 
from the approach of his horfe, whofe fide 
was bathed in blood by the fpurs of his 
favage matter, who, as he yet came clofer 
to her, (hewed her a large pacquet he held 
in his hand. " I have it," cried he in ^, 
voice that left Ethelinde in yet greater con- 
ftertiation ; ** I have this letter, fo long, fo 
anxioufly expedled. Your itineraiit lover 
has at leaft found a melTenger for his dif- 
patches who fpares not fpeed ; but'*— and 

he 
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he added an horrid oath— ^* I muft be 
paid for my trouble before I deliver my 
billet dotix.^ 

He. now leaped from his horfe; and 
holding the letter from her with one hand, 
he threw the other arm rudely round her. 
She ftartedfrom him in terror and amaze- 
ment, for (he now perceived by his in- 
flamed eyes and fluQied cheeks, that tho^ 
he had not yet dined he had been drink- 
ing. 

** What do you mean, Mr. Davenant }*^ 
cried (he, haftening from him with trem- 
bling feet towards the houfe ; " leave me 
this moment : and if the letter is mine give 



it me.'* 



" Not fo faft, Mifs Chcfterville — ^not Co 
fait, if you. pleafe ; you have efcaped me 
once to day •, here it is not fo eafy. I afk 
however only a little civility* Surely a dear 
fweet letter from the dear creature wbo has 
ivery advantage over me but in that fortune 
which 1 do not deferve^ is worth a kifs." 

Hurried and alarmed as Ethelinde was^ 

It 
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it occurred not to her immediately that he 
had taken up this letter at the poft houfe. 
The idea of his having feen Montgomery 
was raifed by the expreffion he had ufed 
of— *^ your itinerant lover;" yet (he re^ 
membered inftantly that it was impoffible i 
hut before (he could conquer the confufed 
and uneafy fenfation it created, Davenant 
had again rudely fcized her, and again de- 
manded his reward before he delivered the 
letter, 

CoUeding, however, all her prefence of 
mind, (he faid refolutely — " Your brings 
ing it. Sir, was quite unde(ired, and I am 
far from confidering myfelf obliged to 
you. As a man of honour, as a gentlenjani 
you will .certainly not be guilty of fo unwor- 
thy an aftion as detaining a letter addrefled 
to another.'* 

While (he faid this, flhe ftill, trying to 
difengage herfelf, walked on towards the 
houfe ; but Davenant, in whom profligate 
and unprincipled fociety had quite con- 
quered the natural diffidence of his cha- 

rafter. 
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rafter, was now not "eafily repnlfed ; and 
ail the odious and malignant paffions of his 
heart were depiftured on his countenance, 
while with an horrid oath, and fomething 
between a grin and a fmile, he fwore thro* 
his Ihut teeth that he would compell what 
be afked, and if obliged to do fo flbelhoi^d 
never have her letter at all. 

Ethelinde, though extremely terrified, 
had courage enough to determine that (he 
would not purchafe the letter of Montgo- 
mery by a conceffion which he would never 
endure that (he (hould make ; yet afraid of 
giving her perfecutor a pretence for greater 
impertinence and brutality, (be anfwered as 
calmly as (he could. — ** Well, Sir^ carry 
the letter home then. It will befoon enough 
for me to receive it when we get there. It 
is time to return, or our friends will wait 
dinner." 

" Look ye, Mifs Chefterville,^ cried 
Davenant, whofe intoxication now became 
more frightfully evident—" I have onec ia 
my li& been fool enough to effer to marrf 

youj 
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youi. you*ll never catch mc at that again ;: 
but ril do a more fenfiblc thing; for d— 
me if I don't fettle fix hundred a year upon 
you ; and I think that's a deviltfli handfomc 
price for a girl that has not a (ixpenny piece 
in the world, and a little crack in.her cha** 
rafter with thatftory of Sir Edward. Comei^ 
come, don't af&d: all thefe violent airs ;. 
but remember 'tis not an offer you'll have 
every day. 'Tis not every body has the* 
{pirit or the cafti to make it.** 

The fears of Ethelinde were now con-' 
quered by anger, contempt, and detcftationw. 
— ** This is an infult. Sir," faid (he,; 
*' which even yourprefent condition cannot 
excufe. As I confider myfelf, while in his^ 
houfe, as under the protection of Mr.. Wool- 
afton, I (hall certainly " 

" Certainly do what ?" interrupted Dave- 
nant in a taunting voice. '* You'll telL 
Woolafton, will you ? To fpare you the 
trouble, my coy (hepherdefs, . know that 
Jack. Woolafton is not only aware of my 
intentions, but encourages them;, he has 

offered 
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jQffered to put you wholly in my power ; 
and faith if he had had any qualms he is fo 
much in mine, that I fcould have known 
how to have quieted them. He owes me a 
pretty little fum ; but as I have put his 
frofty faced wife and her cafti into his hands, 
he has fworn . to pay me the principal out 
of the firft money he touches, and I forgive 
him the intereftin confideration of his ufing 
intereft with you in my favour.'* 

Shocking as this intelligence was, it 
Teemed like a flafti of lightning to the mind 
of Ethelinde; which, however terrifying 
in itfelf, ferved to (hew the precipice on 
the brink of which fhe ftood. To efcape 
from the infolent grafp which ftill rudely 
detained her was however her firft and moft 
difficult tafk, as the brutality of Davenant 
was likely to fubjeft her to infufferable 
rudenefs, which Qie might not long have 
been able to have repelled if two of his 
grooms had not now approached them in 
hafte. When he difmounted he had let 
his horfe go, who had immediately made 

bis 
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his way to the ftables, where the men fee- 
ing him arrive without their mafter, had 
enquired of Mr, Woolafton what was be- 
come of him ; and Woolafton, who knew 
that he was mOre than half drunk in confe* 
quence of a morning repaft which they had 
partaken with fome friends they had met 
^t the inn, concluded that inftead of find- 
ing Ethelinde, as he propofed when they 
parted on the downs, he had fallen frorn 
his horfe. He diredted his fervants there- 
fore to go in fearch of him. The men no 
fooner approached than Davenant, with 
horrid imprecations, bade them return as 
they came : but Ethelihde, dreading no^ 
thing fo much as being left alone with him 
again, caught the arm of one of them, and 
faid— ^* James, your mafter has been drink- 
ing— 1 cannot go home with him indeed— 
I infift on your not leaving ns." 

The man, amazed at her terror, ftood 
with his. hat off, ftaring at his mafter, who 
now lifted up the end of his whip, and 
fwore that if he did not immediately go he 

would 
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>vouId knock him down. Ethelinde, how- 
ever, contmiied to cling to him and implore 
his proteftion ; and the fervant, convinced 
that (h« had reafon for her fears, and who, 
humble as his ftation was, had Englifn fpi- 
rit enough to refift a tyrant in defence of 
innocence, very calmly told his mafter 
that he might ftrike if he pleafed, but that 
he fiiould not let Mifs be frightened by the 
beft man in England. 

The fury of Davenant now exceeded all 
bounds. He levelled a violent blow at 
the groom, wiio caught on his arm what 
would otherwifehave been fatal ; the other 
Tervant, far from taking part with his mai- 
ler, now ftepped forward, and though little 
more than a boy, wrenched the horfe whip 
from his hands and threw it away. Ethe- 
linde in the mean time hurried on in ter- 
ror not to be defcribed, purfued by Dave- 
nant, abfolutely raving with paflion. He 
utteicd againft his fervants the mod inco- 
herent execrations ; and fwearing he would 
inftantly difcharge his men, he added— 

** and 



4S ETHEtINt)!, OH 

^^ and as for this letter from that beggarly 
puppy, curfe me if you (hall ever havfe it 
at all/* Thus faying, he tore it to pieces 
and threw it away; while Ethelinde, in 
breathlefs agony, was almoft carried into 
the houfe by James •, and Davenant ftag- 
gered after •, where he related to Woolafton 
what had paffed his own way ; and fending 
for his upper groom, ordered him inftantly 
to difcharge the two others, whom he not- 
withftanding threatened with perfonal chaf- 
tifement* 

Woolafton dared not blame a conduft of 
which it was eafy to forefee that the confe- 
quences would be frightening away Ethe- 
linde, and rendering all their plans abortive. 
Too much in the power of Davenant, and 
compelled toieep up appearances with his 
wife, of whofe ready money he was in a 
few days to be put in pofleflion, he tried to 
palliate what could not now be remedied* 
He went himfelf to Ethelinde's room; and 
having with difficulty obtained admittance, 
he endeavoured to foothe and appeale her 

by 
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by imputing Dave;iant*s rude behaviour 
entirely to intoxication, and entreating her 
to forget and forgive it. Ethelinde, not 
yet recovered from the tremor into which 
iSie had been thrown, anfwered very little ; 
and Woolafton found it would be ftill ne- 
ceflary for him to apologize to his wife. 

This however was no difficult tafk. 
Mrs. Woolafton could fee no ill in the con- 
duct of any body whofe company gratified 
him. Her attachment to her hufband was 
indeed fuch as (lie had never appeared ca- 
pable of feeling, and now, he no fooner 
began to excufe Davenant, and exprefs 
his regret for the confufion which his in* 
difcretion had made, than (he faid — " Dear 
Jack, make no fpeeches to me ; I am not 
at all angry with Tom Davenant, nor in- 
deed much furprifed; for that foolifli girl 
is the verieft prude in nature ; yet with fo 
much (illy vanity that (he fancies every 
man that looks at her is mad for her. 
Lord! what (ignified it if Tom did kifs 
her. Tm fure I wi(h widi all my foul he*d 

Vol. y. D nv^tx^ 
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marry her, and then there would be no 
more plague with her, and Ned would be 
quit of the guardian(hip that he fancies he 
has undertaken. If (he complains to me, 
I aflure you I (hall tell her my mind pretty 
frtely. Such a racket indeed! as if a little 
romping could hurt her/* 

Woolafton, well pleafed to find that all 
the blame of the fracas would reft on the 
prudery of Ethelinde, went down to Dave- 
nant> and when they had diverted them- 
felves a little at her expence, and laughed 
at the confternation the lofs of Montgo- 
mery's letter would occa(ion, which they 
thought an excellent joke, they attended 
Mrs. Woolafton in the dining room. Ethe- 
linde, however, appeared not ; and on a 
mefTage being fent to her (he excufed her- 
felf faying that her long walk had fatigued 
her. Mrs. Woolafton, not without fome 
fevere remarks on her folly, fent up her 
dinner. Asfoon as their own was over, and 
the lady withdrawn, which (lie feldom did 
till it was very late, Davenant and his hoft 

fet 
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fet in to drinking ; and though the latter, 
who had a ftronger head, contrived to walk 
out of the room at one in the morning, 
Davenant was long before that time fo en- 
tirely brutalized, that after his fervants had 
with diflSculty got him into his own rooin, 
they were obliged to exert all their ftrength 
to prevent his rufhing in the fury of com- 
plete intoxication towards that of Ethelindct 
on wh6m he vented the moft illiberal abufe 
for her prudery and folly. 
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HE unhappy Ethelinde had hardly 
been allowed time to recover from the im- 
mediate terror of Davenant^s ferocious be* 
haviour before (he had been compelled to 
hear the excufes of Woolafton for his 
friend ; and when (he hoped to be afone 
the reft of the evening, was to undergo the 
Iharp remonftrances of his wife, who how- 
ever difinclined to give herfelf any unne- 
ceffary trouble, yet as (he faw her hufband, 
or fancied (he faw him made uneafy by the 
behaviour of Ethelinde to his friend Dave- 
nant, (he determined to fpeak to her about 
it In terms that (hould convince her of her 
difapprobation. 

Entering the room, therefore, where the 
difconfolate Ethelinde^ fat, ruminating on 
her wayward deftiny, flie began by enquii*^ 

ing 
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ing why (he would not come down to din- 
ner, 

" I was fatigued with my walk. Madam. 
I was terrified and flurried by Mr. Dave- 
nant's very extraordinary behaviour to 
me." 

*' Really, Mifs Chefterville, thefe con- 
ceited airs, this afFeftation of exceflive de- 
licacy h mighty tirefome. I thought as you 
faw more of the world you would get rid 
of fuch fq\ieami(h folly— a mighty matter 
indeed ! what Davenant afked for a kifs ?'* 
'^ Mr. Davenant, Madam, was extremely 
rude; and fo little maftcr of the little reafon 
be ufually has, that he appeared capable of 
^ny infults. Surely I have reafon to. com- ^ 
plain, when he has taken from me a letter 
of confequence, and torn it to pieces." 

^* Poor Etby/* exclaimed Mrs. Wool- 
afton, loudiy laughing* ^* So he tore your 
love letter. Well tliat was really a fad 
tiling ; but rU devife a puniCbmient for him 
which will give you ample reVepge : make 
bim wi;ite you another." 

D 3 " Hi 
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^* //!? write another?" cried Ethelindc. 

^* Aye why not ? Why one love letter 
you know is nearly as good as another; 
and I dare fay with taking fcraps out of 
Bovek, and a little of Woolafton's help, 
who is quite a dau at it, he'd produce you 
now in a day or two, his diftionary being 
well' confulted, as pretty a love letter as a 
fentimcntal Mifs need deCrc to read in an 
arbour." 

*^ I am forry, Madam/* faid Ethelinde, 
extremely piqued, ** that you make fa 
very light of what is in my mind a moft 
ungentkmanlike and unmanly aftion; but 
affuredly if Mr. Davenant poflefled greater 
powers of entertainment than thofe you are 
pleafed to allow him, I fhould receive his 
letters only as an additional infult, and 
ihould fpurn them as refolutely as I would 
the moft brilKant offers he could make 



me. 



'^ Faith, Ethy, as to offers I am afraid 
he'll never give you another opportunity ' 
of rcfufing them ^ and I am forry, upon 

my 
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my foul> for it; for notwithftatiding all 
ihefe fine fentiments, and your anger and 
indignaition, f cannot conceive you'd be 
fuch a fool as to let them go by if he didr*' 

" You muft tReni, Madam, think me 
worfe than a fool : a wretch without prin^ 
ciple, frelingy or Iwnor, if you fuppofedy 
that engaged as I am to Mr. Montgomery, 
1 would accept Mr. Davenant bad he as 
many attradive as 1 think he has difagreea^ 
blc quaKcies*** 

Another loud feugh from Mrs*. Wool- 
afton interrupted her-r*' LookeCymy dear 
Fomantic Priacefs," cried fhe, ** Tve now 
lived fo- long in the world that I truft not- 
to frofeffions. Tve beard all thefe fenti- 
ments before,, and Fve feen young ladies- 
as difinterefted as you are eonfider better of 
the matter, and difcover, when the firft 
lover was out of fighty that a.fecond with 
a great fortune was no bad fubftitute. I'll 
lay twenty to one, that before next grafs,^ 
vhea. you* 11 be rifing. twenty, and have: 
..... D 4^ picked^ 
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picked up a little more fenfe, you'll make 
a match with Davenant." 

*^ Never!'' exclaimed Ethelinde, " I 
had rather perifli." ' 

Mrs. Woolafton now left her, having 
laughed and talked herfelf out of the flight 
anger (lie felt on her entering the room ; 
and Ethelinde, who had been interrupted 
by her appearance from a conterti plat ion on 
the means to recover her letter, or at leaft 
the fragments of it, rejoiced at her depar- 
ture ; and as foon as (he was convinced 
from enquiries (he made of the fervants, 
that Davenant and Woolafton were fet in 
to drinking, ftie.went, though it was now 
dark, foftly down ftairs, and gliding out of 
the houfe by a way which led to the back 
of the fliables, (lie went towards the place 
where the letter had been torn. 

The wind had difperfed it, and a few 
only of the largeft portions remained on the 
fpot, Thefe (he put into her bofom, and 

« 

fancied that they afted as a talifman to 
foothe its throbbing aaguifti'. The night 

was 
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was mild and calm ; and as die moon now 
appeared through the fleecy douds that 
were gathered over the fea^ fhe hoped if 
(he waited a little it would afford her light 
enoiigh to recover tlie remaining fragments 
of this precious manufcript*. In this (he 
was not deceived. In about half an hour, 
a lovely clear moon was unveiled; and 
wandering in every diredion round the 
fpot, (he collected the remaining pieces, 
which Davenant in his fury had not torn 
very fmall ; and at length believing Iho 
had them all, (he was returning home free 
from every apprehenfion^ for (he feared 
nobody, but Davenant, when (he fuddenly 
faw two men mounting the hill, and knew 
that as there was no covert near, to efcape 
t^em was impoflible.. 

She walked therefore^ though with a pal- 
pitating heart, towards the houfe as quipkly 
as (he could. The men approached ; and 
her fears .were immediately relieved by. 
finding that they w<:re the two grooms who 

• .05- . had 
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had refcoed her from their mafter's info« 
lence* 

They piiUed off their hats as they pafled 
her^ and wiQied her health and happinefs* 
*' I hope," faid (he, imagining imme- 
diately that they were difcharged— *' I 
hope I have not been the means of your 
lofmg your places," 

" Yes, Ma'aiiV replied James. *^ Maf- 
ter ordered us to be difcharged, and fo Mn 
Ma(h has paid us off; but I aflurc you 
that if 'twas to do again I ftiould do juft 
the fame. I can get another place; but I 
could not have anfwered it to my con- 
fcience to have left you with Mr. Dave- 
nant, I'm forry to fay it, Mifs ; and forry 
to fright you ; but you ben't in good hands/* 

*^ Not in good hands 1" cried Ethelinde, 
terrified and amazed. ** Do, good James, 
if you have reafon to believe fo, explain 
yourfclf." 

" Why then, Mife, V\\ tell you what I 
know. Mr. Davenant makes 00 fecret 
Among us in the ftable, <fpecially when he's 

a little 
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arxliitlcin liquor, of any thing as heVe- a 
mind to; and of late he has faid more than 
once that fome time ago he would have 
married you ; but now he knew better ; 
as your father was dead, and you'd no mo- 
ney, your pride muft come down to • other 
terms, Ma(h, ihe head groom, is quite in » 
his favor, and I've heard difcourfe between 
them that I cannot repeat — I'm fure they 
did not, talk like honeft men ; and Math 
for his own ends encourages Mr, Davenans* 
in worfer doings than he would think on > 
himfelf. F6r my part, I'm not much bet, 
tec than other folks, , but it makes me ftare 
agaiii fome times to fee the rate they goes 
on. at-; and I know that. Mafti have faid to ^ 
Mafter that helhould get you away down to » 
one of his own houfes, ,and (hew you what . 
fine places-he have, and what great eftates.'? 

" Isjt.poflible,'* faid Ethclinde, trem-? 
bling, /* that fuch a defigri can have been 
conceived ?'* 

** Lord, Mifs," anfvvered the man, 
^ that's nothing, Malh fears neither God 

nor 
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nor man, nor devil ; and if Maftcr Dave- 
nant will but pay him well would run the 
hazard of being hanged as foon as not. 
'Twould make a (lone fpeak to hear him 
tell the wickednefs he helped to do at his 
laft place, at Lord Danesforte's/* 

*^ Lx)rd Danesforte's !*' cried Ethelinde, 
whofe terror was excited by the very name. 

*^ Yes, Mifs; and Mr. Davenant got 
him from my Lord by doubling his wages. 
To be fure he has a great place ; but there 
. — 'tis money got, as one may fay, with a 
rope round one's neck.'* 

^* And h^e you ever heard of any de- 
lign in particular againft me ?" 

" I can hardly tell that. I've heard 
Mr. Davenant fwearing and complaining 
that he could make nothing of you, and 
I've heard Ma(h fay in anfwer, that his ho- 
nour never would till his advice was taken ; 
and then often and often they have gone 
and confulted together." 

*' I am very much obliged to you, 
James," faid Ethelinde, *^ for this infor- 
mation ; 
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mation ; but indeed I am greatly con- 
cerned that your generous defence of me 
fhould have thrown you out of your bread* 
To make you adequate amends is not in 
my power ; accept however of this trifle ; 
and do you, Peter/* addreffing herfelf to 
the other, " allow me to offer you this.'* 

She wopld then have put a, guinea into 
the hailU of each ; but the elder refufed it, 
and held the hand of the other who was a 
mere lad.— ^* No, no, Mifs," faid he^ 
♦* what we did was not for love of gain. 
We've a good deal of wages in our pock- 
ets, and places are more plenty than parifh 
churches. Td fcorn to take fee or reward 
for faving a fine young lady like you from 
fuch a man as 'Squire Davenant. I think 
he've enough on em already.'* 

Ethelinde, while the man was yet fpeak- 
ing, was meditating how (he (hould aft. 
To flay at Brackwood appeared at once to 
be impoffible ; yet .whither could fhe fly ? 
She gave herfelf no time, however, to digeft 
two or three plans that arofe^confufedJy in 

her 
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her mindj. only determining to go, with'* 
out confidering whither^ fhe. faid, after a 
moment's paufo— 

*^ James, the circumftances you • have 
mentioned make me determine to quit 
Mrs. Woolafton this evenings Can* you at 
three o'clock in the morning, procure me a 
cbaife on the road to Dorchefter ?" ' 

James anfwering in the- affirmati^, and 
offering to come with it^imfelf, Ethelindd 
again offered her little prefent, which the 
mai^ ftill refolutely refufed, but ; confented : 
that his comrade (hould receive what ftie 
wiflied him to take, . Such terrors now pof* 
feffed her that ihe dreaded returning to the 
houfe; but that being unavoidable, Ihe de^ 
fired James to accompany her to thedoor^ 
which he did without being pereeivedi 
He then, left her to make the. beft- of his • 
way to the town from whence he was to pro-* 
cure the.chaife; and Ethelinde, with light : 
fteps, . and a heart filled with tumultuous 
fears, ftole to her own room, where fhp 
locked herfelf in,; but it. was fome time 

before . 
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before (he could acquire compofure enough 
to confider fteadily the ftep on which (he 
had haftily determined, 

Montgomery's letter, however, the frag- 
ments of which (he had folded up in a (lieet 
of paper, and put into her bofom, (he now- 
anxioufly took up ; but too much agitated 
to attempt to re-adjuft the pieces, and de? 
cypher it, (he could only kifs the torn 
relidts, and bathe them with .tears, which 
feemed to relieve her heart of great part of 
the angui{h and terror that weighed upon it. 

She then attempted to recall and confi-f 
der the converfation of Davenant's fervant; 
Every thing, ill (lie could readily believe of 
a man fo unprincipled as he now appeared 
to her, yet though (he doubted not his. 
difpofitioa to evil, (he could hardly con- 
ceive that he would venture on any where 
perfonal .hazard could be incurred ; yet 
what or whom had he to fear in infulting 
her ? Not Sir Edward, for he was abfent in 
the South of Europe ; not her brother, who 
was (he knew not where, forno intelligence 

of 
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of him had yet been received ; not Mont-i 
gomery, for he was gone where her inju- 
ries would not reach his knowledge till 
they might be without remedy, and from 
whence he might never return. Her heart 
fainted within her at this retrofpeft of hcD 
forlorn fituation. She looked in vain for 
pity and proteftion from Woolafton or his 
wife : they were too evidently inclined to 
favor Davenant in his defigns, whatever 
thofe defigns might be ; and Mrs. Mont- 
gomery, tlie only friend to whofe protection 
(he could fly, was not yet in England ; nor 
had (he one perfon whom (he could ven- 
ture to believe would receive and befriend 
her till the period of that dear friend's re- 
turn fecured her an afylum. She ran ove? 
in her mind every expedient, but could 
find none fatisfaftory ; (he even doubted 
whether any alarm was fufficient to autho- 
rife her to qiiit the afylum where Sir Ed- 
ward had placed her; yetthe change in Mrsi. 
Woolafton*s family, of which Sir Edward 
was not even yet apprized, ' made a great 

difference 
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difference in the neceflitj^ of her obedience 
to his wiflies ; and (he was fiire that his 
opinion of Uavenant was fuch as would fe- 
cure her hisr approbation of any ftep which 
fliould free heir from the infolence of his 
prctenfions. 

Thus in the fe vereft perturbation of mind 
fome hours paffed ; (he now put together 
a few of her cloaths; now de(ifted, and de- 
termined to tmft to Providence for pro- 
teftion, and to remain where fne was; now 
flic fatxdown to write to Mrs. Woolaftoni 
to thank her for her civiUties, and account 
for her departure ; and then again trembled 
at the ftep (he was about to take, and 
flirunk from launching alone and unpro- 
ted:cd into a world of which (he knew but 
little, and nothing that did not tend to en- 
creafe the terror with which (he contettt- 
plated it. 

While (lie thus doubted and he(itated, 
the found of Davenant's voice on the ftjiirs, 
apparently in contention with Woolafton, 
who fcemed trying to appeafe him, gav^ 

new 
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new force to her fears. She liftened ; (he 
heard her name repeated amid a volley of 
the mod horrid oaths ; and fancying that 
he would even then force his way into her 
room^ (he double locked it, while her 
trembling hands attempted to make it mort 
fecure by their feeble pr-elTure againft it. 

After a moment,, however, the tumult 

appeared to ceafe ; the houfe became quiet; 

but the alarm of Etbelinde's fpirits fubfided 

Dot fo eafiFy; and this laft terror deter* 

mined at once her wavering refolution; 

She was convinced that wh^t Davenant had 

himfelf told hev wa-s true ;. and t4iat Wool- 

ailon was wholly in his power.s She waa 

equally certain, that the man who had deli- 

vered her from.his iafultshad more ground 

than, mere conjefture for the interpretation 

he had put on the frequent confultations 

between his mafter and the upper. groom ;, 

a;Ki what (he had juft heard was a fpeci- 

iTven of what Davenant was capable of wherr 

inflamed by wine, of which he was now-. 

iK^cuftomed tq. fwallow £uch quantities that 

ha 
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he could hardly ever be faid to be perfe<ftly 
fober. 

Her indeeifion thus ended, (he put up 
fuch of her cloaths as were immediately 
necelSary in a fmall caravan trunk ; and 
fealing up the reft, fhe fat down to direft 
them ; but then remembered .that when (he 
quitted the houfe (he was tlien in, (he 
knew not whither to go ; nor even where 
(he could afk the flight favour of room for 
the trunks that contained her apparel. Her 
mind in this diftrefs glanced towards her 
own relations; but, except ClarinthiaLud- 
ford, there was not among them one from; 
whom (he had ever received the leaft at- 
tention ; and from the idea of encountering 
the vulgar importance and humiliating pity 
of her aunt, and the impertinent familiai'ity 
of her little pert coufin Rupert, her whole 
heart recoiled. But except her elder un- 
cle, whom ftie had never feen, (he had na 
other family connexions on her nK>ther's 
fide ; and from Lord Hawkhurft (he ex- 
peded nothings With whatever reluc- 

tancij 



M ETH^LIKQEy OR 

tance therefore, fhe was compelled to de- 
termine to remain at Dorchefter, where fli6 
propofed to procure a private lodging, and 
wait the aufwer of Clarihthia Ludford, to 
whom (he propofed to write^ . rcquefting 
the protedlion of her aunt till the return of 
Mrs, Montgomery. 

Having once determined, (he became 
more compofed, and fat down to write to 
Mrs. Woolafton : when (he very candidly 
confelied that Mr. Davenant*s behaviouir 
had compelled her to tjuit a place where 
the might be again made liable to (ucb 
treatment. She thanked her in the warxneft 
terms for the kind protedion (he had fo 
long afforded her; and concluded with 
many wilhes for her health and happinefs. • 

Then being convinced that the houfe 
was pcrfeftly quiet, and the moon, though 
almoft down, affording her a faint light, 
ihe took the trunk in her hand, and foftly 
gliding down flairs, (he opened the door 
which led towards the ftables, croffed tho 
ftable yard, and afcended the hill; her 

heart 
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h^art beating violently, and her fpirits h\U 
ing her at every ftep (he took. The pale 
und uncertain li^t lent by the laft rays of 
the moon> now finking in the fea; the 
ftillnefs of every thing around her ; the 
hazard (he was incurring in trufting herfelf 
at fuch a time and in a place fo remote, to 
a man (he knew nothing of J all contributed 
to overwhelm her with terror : but to re- 
main where Davenant was maftcr, after all 
&\t had fufferefd and all (he had reafon to 
apprehend, appeared fo much more terri- 
ble, that though flovvly and with'faultering 
fteps, (he ftiil found in her fears courage to 
go on. At length (he arrived at the fpot 
where (he expedted the chaife, and where 
fhe began to doubt whether (he fhould find 
it. But James had been purtdual to his 
appointment ; and no fdoner faw her than 
he approached aiid informed her that the 
chaife, which had been above an hour* in 
waiting, was only a tew >'ards lower on the 
hiU. Ethelinde, oreathlefs with many 
fears, was incapable of thanking her. con- 

dudor, 
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duftor, but followed him, diough not with» 
out increafed agitation. The chaife how- 
ever foon appeared, and part of her alarm 
fublided. She was foon placed in it; 
James mounted behind ; and in a very (hort 
time (he reached Dorchefter. In her way 
thither (he had time to refleft that Wey- 
mouth, a place the continual refort of 
ftrangers, was much properer for her than 
Dorchefter, as (he would there be much 
lefs liable to obfervations which might be 
unfavourable to her ; as it muft appear 
fmgular that fo young a woman (hould fix 
alone in a place where (he was wholly un* 
connedted. It was farther alfo from Brack- 
wood ; and thefe united reafons deter- 
mined her merely to change horfes at Dor- 
chefter, and go on immediately. She 
communicated this refolution to James 
when (he arrived at the inn, and begged 
to be allowed to reward him for his fervices ; 
but he not only again refufed her money, 
but defired leave to fee her fafe to the place 
where (he intended to remain, Ethelinde 

was 
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v/as now convinced of his honefty: and- as 
he aflured her that it would not be at all 
out of his way, as he was going back into 
Devonlhire, his native country, {he con- 
fented to accept his farther attendance : 
and without any accident arrived about 
twelve at noon at Weymouth, where (he 
was immediately accommodated with a 
private, lodging ; and after the extreme 
fatigue and alarm (he had undergone, 
within the laft four and twenty hours, (he 
found herfelf in a place of fafcty ; and en- 
joyed quiet and refrelhing repofe. 

The* next morning, before Ethelinde 
could determine to begin her letter to Cla- 
rinthia Ludford, (he began with painful 
pleafure to put together the fragments of 
Montgomery's letter, which had beenr 
written on feveral (heets of long paper. 
Some pieces were ftill wanting ; but thefe 
Ethelinde by her imagination fupplied, 
and read with fatisfaftion, that as his de- 
parture became inevitable his mind had 
acquired courage to bear his feparation 

from 
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from her with more calmnefs^ and that his 
firft wifli was, to hear of her once more 
before he loft fight of the coaft of Ejigland. 
The reft of his letter contained the warmeft 
entreaties that (he would take care of her 
health ; repeated exhortations to go dire&Iy 
to his mother as foon as (he arrived ; and 
concluded with prefages of their future 
meeting in happinefs and fecurity more 
(anguine than any he had before appeared 
to entertain. 

The animated dcfcription which he gave 
of his feelings on embarking were not 
wanting to dcprefs and melt her. Not 
knowing whether the Ihip on board which 
he was had certainly palfcd the coaft of 
Dorfct, Ihc tclt a mournful pleafure in be- 
lieving it yet pofiibic that (he might fee it;, 
and in this idea ihc propofetl palling moft 
of the houi*^ ihc lliouid iciiiain at Wcy- 
moutli on the beach, 

*.*i:t ivfoiv 'be bcg'.ui to indulge this ro- 
nu:it*c but iKHhing weakneU, ic was nc- 
ccllUry for ha to write to Mils L.uJlbrd : 

It 
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it was a tafk which (he reluftantly under- 
took, but at length ftie finiflied and fent 
away the following letter— 

** You will I believe, my dear Mift 
Ludford, be much furprifed at receiving a 
letter from me ; but the marriage of Mifs 
Newenden and other reafons making my 
continuance with her inconvenient, 1 am 
perfuaded that Mrs. Ludford, who before 
I was fo unfortunate as to lofe my fether 
obligingly offered to receive me for a few 
months, will now allow me the pleafure of 
being with you and of paying my refpedts 
to her, till the return of Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, who is detained in France longer 
than (he expefted. If, however, my aunt 
will be at all incommoded by granting me 
this favor, I am fure I have no right to afk 
it, and 1 beg, my dear coufin, that you will 
in an early anfwer inform me without re- 
ferve whether fuch a vifitor for about three 
weeks will be agreeable to all your family : 
to whom allow me to offer compliments 
Vol. V. E and 
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and refpeds ; and let me affure you that 1 
am, my dear Mifs Ludford, 

very affeftionately your*s, 

Etkelinde Chesterville." 

IFeymouth^ March 24., 17 — t 

Ethelinde, having altered her letter half 
a dozen times, fealed and fent it at laft 
without being fatisfied with what (he had 
written. Her diflike to her aunt, from the. 
little fhe had feen of her, was invincible; 
and (he felt fo great a repugnance to afk- 
ing any favour of her, and fo great an 
avcrfion to become an inmate in her houfe, 
that (he fometimes wi(hed (he might be re- 
fufed, and might in the repulfe of the only 
relation to whom (lie could apply, find an 
excufe for remaining alone in the lodgings 
where (lie now was till Mrs, Montgomery's 
return. 

While (he waited the letter from Briftol, 
which was to determine her, (he Hved,not- 
withftanding the very cold March winds, on 
the fea (hore ; and whenever (he defcried a 

large 
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large (hip, in making eager enquiries^ After 
two days, however, thus fpent, (he learned 
from the papers that the veflel about which (he 
was anxious was feen off^ Plymouth proceed- 
ing with a fair wind. All hopes, therefore, of 
enjoying the chimerical and gloomy fatisfac- 
tion of fuppofing (lie beheld the diftant fail 
that wafted her lover from her, was at an end ; 
but in the fublime yet melancholy fcenes which 
the rocks and fands afforded, (he (till found a 
penfive and not unpleafing occupation ; and 
ftill (he loved— 

** To ftray along the beach, 
•< Afking of every furge that bathed her fbot 
«• If ever it had touch'd the fhip's tall fides."* 

In this way,.and in reading over a hundred: 
times all the letters (he poflTefTed from Mont- 
gomery, particularly the laft, the time pafTed, 
though in entire folitude, not unpleafingly, 
till (he was roufed from the mournful tran- 
quillity by receiving the two following letters 
with the Briftol pod mark, under a franked 
cover. That from the elder lady, which (he 
firft opened, ran thus. 

• Three lln6s of Cooper^i, fpcaklng of OmaU ^LVVxAt; 
altered to fait the drcumflance. 

Ex ^^ Tic^t 
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^' Dear niece, 
*' I have feen your letter to MifsLudford; 
and fince you have now no home, (hall be 
willing to receive you till fuch time as the 
perfon you mention (whom I do not know) 
can take you. I mud fay I fliould have 
taken it kinder if you had given a preference 
to your relations before you were forced to it. 
However your remiffnefs (hall make no dif- 
ference ; as I make it a rule to be as kind as 
I can to my family who want it of me : I blefs 
God they are but few, and thofe who are able 
(hould help the reft. I have ordered one of 
my footmen to be at the Bear at Bath on 
Tuefday next, and he will take a poft chaife 
from the inn there for you to come on, as I 
(hould not chufe my relation (hould be feen 
to come to Briftol in a ftage coach. I am, 
Jear niece, 

your well-wi(her, and fincere friend, 

Dorothy Ludford.'* 

Difgufted, mortified, and almoft wholly 
deterred from any farther thoughts of being 
under the fmalleft obligation to her coarfe 

vuinded 
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minded aunt, Ethelinde now read the fecond 
letter, which was to this effeft. 

** You cannot conceive, my deareft crea- 
ture, the exceffive delight which your fweet 
letter infpired, I am charmed to a degree 
with the thoughts of feeing you ; pray lofe no 
time, for you cannot guefs at my immenfe im- 
patience, my lovely Ethelinde, to embrace 
you ; and 1 am abfolutely enchanted with the 
notion of your flaying with us, Alas! my 
angel, you have no idea of the exceffive want 
1 am in at this period of a dear confidential 
friend like your amiable felf, to whom I can 
unveil all the embarraflrnents and fecrets of 
my bofom in tender fympathy. I long too 
for a tender and reciprocal corhmunication 
from you. I have fo much to tell you that 
we fliall never have done* I am half wild 
with pleafure, and our Rupert is not lefs ex- 
quifitely pleafed at the idea of pur beauteous 
vifitor. My mother regulates your journey ; 
and I have only to repeat that I conjure you, 
my love, to haften to your moft affectionate 
and impatient 

ClaRinthiaI" 
E 3 'XVvi 
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The romantic warmth of the fccond letter 
was hardly lefs difpleafing to Eihelinde than 
the frigid and reluctant ftyle of the 'firft. 
Again (he dehberated whether (lie (hould ac* 
cept an afylum that promifed only mortifica- 
tion on one fide from her aunt, and on the 
other folly and abfurdity from Clarinthia, if 
not impertinence from Rupert. After fome 
refleftion, however, (he confidered that the 
neceflity of her flaying with them could exift 
no longer than till Mrs. Montgomery's re- 
turn; and that if that wi(hed-for period was 
delayed beyond a fortnight or three weeks, 
and her ftay with her aunt was found as irk- 
fome in reality as it appeared in profpeft, (he 
could at any time quit a houfe where nobody 
had power to enforce her continuance, and 
might retire to a lodging. She had about 
thirty guineas in her poireffion, which Sir Ed- 
ward had fent to her before her departure 5 
and that would, (he thought, be fufficient to 
fupport her» if, after a trial which prudence di- 
refted her to make, the abode at Mrs. Lud- 
ford's was found even for fo (hort a time in- 
fupportable. She refolved, therefore, to go j 
md having written to Sir Edward, ftating 

very 
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very frankly her reafon for quitting his fifter, 
and her prefent intentions, flie departed in a 
poft chaife for Briftol, early on the next morn- 
ing but one after (he had received her aunt's 
and coufin's anfwer. 

Nothing material occurred on the road ; 
aed at Bath (he met the fcrvant fent by her 
aunt, who had already provided a chaife, in 
which (he foon reached the end of her jour- 
ney. 

The carriage no fooner flopped at the 
door than Clarinthia flew down to receive 
her, and embraced her with a thoufand affec- 
tionate profeffions which (he had hardly left 
hcrfelf breath to make, Ethelinde was a poor 
diflfembler, and knew not how to put on the 
femblance of that affeftion for her coufin which 
(he did not feel; but her native fweetnefs 
and elegance of manners, left no deficiency 
vifible in the eyes of Clarinthia, who was no • 
very accurate obferver, and generally fo oc- 
cupied by her own fancied fenfibility that if 
(he could prevail upon any dear friend to 
liften to its effulions, (he thought very little of. 
their real fentiments. Having at length exr 
fa^ufted the firft violence of her delight, Ethe- 

E 4 \\tAa 



So ETHELINDEjOR 

linde was condudted up ftairs> where Mrs# 
Liidford fat in form to receive her ; her fon, 
half reclining on a lopha, with a book in hia 
hand, repeated as (he entered— 

*' So from the dappled eaft the morning breaks/* 

He then fauntered towards her ; faluted her 
with great freedom, and led her to his mo* 
ther, who, hardly rifing, faid— *' So f child, 
how d'ye do ?*' Fatigue, anxiety, and a rc- 
colledion which at that moment arofe, of 
other journeys flie had made when a father's 
arms had protefted her or were eagerly ex- 
tended for her reception, altogether conquered 
the firmnefs with which Ethelinde had beea 
trying to meet this difagreeable moment. 
She attempted to return her aunt's cold en- 
quiry by exprefling fome pleafure at feeing 
her; but her tongue refufed its office; her 
eyes filled with tears ; and (he was forced to 
take out her handkerchief, and (it down. 

Mrs Ludford, far from being afFefted, was 
offended ; and impatient to imprefs on her 
niece all her own confequence, and a proper 
fenfe of the obligation (he owed to her, (he 
faid in ^ tery ungracious way—" I hope, 

niece 
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niece Chefterville, that what has happened to 
you fince you laft vifited Briftol, has made 
you refledt on your Jitiation ; and correfted 
the little unbecoming pride, which, as your 
relation, child, I thought myfelf obliged to 
tell you of. So ! your poor father, I find, 
died infolvent at laft?" 

Ethelinde, feehng moft fenfibly all the 
cruelty of this addrefs, could only anfwer 
with her tears ; and her aunt unfeelingly pro- 
ceeded — 

'* I always knew indeed how it muft b:— 
I am really extremely concerned. However, 
child, you will find me and Mifs Ludford ex- 
tremely kind to you as long as you continue 

to deferve it. Pray, who is that Mrs- 

what d'ye call her ? — fome Scotch name—- 
Clarinthi^, my dear, what was the name that 
Ethy mentioned ?** 

** Montgomery, Madam/' 

'^ Aye, true, Montgomery; pray, niece, 
who is (he ?" 

Had not Ethelinde been difabled from an- 
fwering this queftion by the tears and fighs 
which the mortifying contraft between her 
former and her prefent profpeds excited, flie 

E 5 VfovM 
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would have found it very difficult to have an- 
fwered without betraying fome part of the 
refentment which this afFeftation of forgetful- 
nefs, and contemptuous manner of fpeaking 
of her friends and of her beloved father, raifed 
even in her gentle bofom : but the pain (he 
endured was too acute ; and fortunately Cla- 
rinthia, who, though (he profeffed much 
more feeling than fhe had, was not entirely 
void of it, relieved her by faying—*' Dear 
Ma'am, I believe my coufin is too much fa- 
tigued to enter into converfation this after- 
noon. My dear Ethelinde, had you not rather 
retire?" 

** If you pleafe,** fobbed the unrefifting 
fufferer, who dreaded nothing fo much as the 
coarfe interrogatories or harfli remonftrances 
of her infenfible and haughty aunt. She then 
flightly curtfeying to the mother and the fon, 
(who during this difgufting reception had 
gazed on her with a degree of impertinent 
freedom as offenfive as the infulting queftions 
of his mother) left the room, and was fliewn 
by Clarinthia into the apartment prepared for 
her, which was a neat room adjoining to her 
own. As foon as (he reached it, fhe threw 

herfelf 
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herfelf into a chair and yielded to the excefs. 
of angui(h that opprefled her. She already 
bitterly repented having put herfelf in the 
power of Mrs. Ludford ; and the converfa- 
tion in which Clarinthia already attempted to 
engage her was not likely to reconcile her to 
an abode where only a comfortlefs viciffitude 
between arrogance and folly feemed to await. 
her. Clarinthia befought her to compofe herfelf,. 
brought h^x a; glafs of wat<?r with drops in it, . 
arid feen>ed' really folicitous for her recovery 
froqi ' the agitation of fpirits into which her 
mother'* harlh manners had tbrown her ; but -- 
Ethelirjde. no , foonex becairie moretranqqily 
tban Clarinthia was.fo meager to take advantage 
of it, that it appeared as if (he had been lefs. 
iblicitoiijs for the relief of her qoufin than for 
fome body, to liften to .thofe, narratives which. 
fee had fuch a violent inclination to relate, ,. 
and of which (he was hetfelf the heroine^ . 
I am i fo glad, imy fweet girl," faid (he, 
that you arje.come, for 1 have been dying to . 
fee you ! 'Tis fo di(ficult to find a tender fym^. 
pathetic friend worthy of one's confidence ! 
Ypu cannot imagine how ill and deceitful 
Mift Nclfpn behaved 5 ,fo 1 have quite broke 
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with her : (he told every where of an affair 
that 1 entrufted her with; and it was with the 
greateft difBculty I could prevent it from com- 
ing to papa's knowledge. In your gentle and 
faithful bofom I am fure I may repoic all my 
forrows.*' ->r* - 

M Of forrows/' replied Ethelinde, faintly, 
" I (hould hope and believe you, my coufin, 
could not have many.** 

" Ah ! you little know, my fair Ethelinde/* 
replial Mifs Ludford, putting on an air of de» 
fpondency, ** you little know the embarraff- 
mcnts of a tender, a too fufceptible heart ; 
williing to obey parental commands, yet invo- 
luntarily and devotedly attached to another 
beloved object.** 

Ethelinde felt lefs than ever difpofcd to be- 
come the confident of her romantic coufin^ 
when (lie found that whatever attachment Ihe 
had was contrary to the approbation of one 
if not of both her parents; but to avoid it 
was impoffible^ andlhe was not now ia a ftatc 
of mind calm enough to conhJer how ihc 
Ihould ac\, whether hear in tilence, or remon- 
ftrate if Ihe founvl, as the e;rearlv feared, that 
the gceaieit charm CLuLcaia found in having 

an 
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an attachment^ was in having fo placed it, as 
to be fure of an oppofition from her family, 
and to have laid a plan for fuch imaginary 
miferiesas might eftablilh her in her own opi* 
nion the ** heroine of a tale of fympathy,** 
not unworthy the place ftie contemplated with 
the moft pleafure — a modern circulating li- 
brary. 

Ethelinde, compelled therefore to liften to 
a long and romantic hiftory of feeling and 
fentiment, could not obtain a releafe till (he 
had promifed to give her coufin her fincere 
opinion of her fituation the next day; and 
then fatigued and unhappy, (he was fuffered 
to jretireto her bed, Clarinthia undertaking to 
make her excufe for her not appearing at 
fupper. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IV,. 
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HE next morning, Ethelinde was con*^ 
flxained to hear a long and infulting harangue 
from lier aunt, who oftentatioufly difplayed 
her own great kindnefs in thus receiving her 
when (he had loft all thofe friends oh whom 
(he preferably depended; and concluded with 
a lefture on the prudence neceffary to young 
women who weredeftitute of fortune— -*/ You 
are ftill 1 fee in mourning, child,*' faid flie at- 
the end of this tedious difcourfe ; " I forget 
bow long your unfortuq^te. father has beea. 
dead?" 

"Not yet three months, Madam : but had 
more time elapfed fince that regretted period*, 
I (hould not have changed my drefs.** 

** Why perhaps you are right, niece. It is 
convenient, as I fuppofe you have no great c 
change otcloaths. However as to that Mifs 
X^udford will affift you when you are out of: 
mourning, fo as that you may appear properly , 
H^ben we go in the fummer to Southampton, , 

aDd: 
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and 1 will be very willing myfelfto make you 
fome little elegant additions to your drefs. I 
dare fay we (hall do mighty welt together; for 
though we are not people of title, fuch, you 
know, as you have been ufed to ; yet I make 
it a rule to have the beft of every thing ; and 
to have all fuch little matters falhionable and 
genteel about me, fo that I Ihould not chufe to 
have my niece appear otherwife.'* 

*^ There is, I flatter myfelf, no danger of 
my difgracing you. Madam/* faid Ethelinde, 
with all the fpirit (he could alTume. *' While 
my father lived, his tendernefs fupplied me 
with more cloaths of every kind than I ted 
occafion for. I am not a bad ceconomift; 
and I have ftill a much more extenfive ward- 
robe than I am likely to have occafion for. 
At Grafmere, where I hope to be before the 
end of the fummer, drefs is very immaterial^ 
and the fimpleft will fuffice me, as it does my 
beloved friend, who, in fuch plain apparel as is 
ufually worn by Quakers, retains, with true 
elegance of appearance, manners which would 
do honour to the mod refined fociety/' 

** What, do you tell me^'' faid Mrs, Lud*- 
ford, frowning with contempt and anger, **of 
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your quakers and your refined focieties. 
You*ve got a young fellow in your head, and 
are grown carelefs, I fee, of the opinion of 
every body elfe but thole that belong to him. 
A Scotch woman, without money, is mighty 
likely indeed to have an elegant appearance. 
However, Mifs, if you have no more difcern- 
ment, I am fure you are mighty welcome to 
feck your highland friends, and to wrap your- 
felf up in a plaid, and live on oat cakes if 
you pleafe ; I have done my duty ; I have 
acquitted myfelf ; and all the world will do 
me the juftice to fay, that let what will befall 
you, I have adled the part of a genei'ous and 
kind relation ; but there is fome people one 
cannot ferve ; fo whenever or wherever you 
chufe to go, I waQi my hands of the confe- 
quences.'* 

Ethelinde, whofe fpirits the ilighteft effort 
exhanfted, could give no other reply to thb 
cruelty than tears ; but Clarinthia, who had 
been abfent during the greateft part of this 
dialogue, now returned; and appeafing her 
mother as well as (he could, who had indeed 
almoft talked herfclf out of breath, flie car- 
ried the defolate Ethelinde away with her to 

undergo 



THE RECLUSB OF THE LAKE. 2^ 

undergo a new fpecics of perfecution in being 
confulted on a love epiftle which (he was 
compoling to the " dear youth/* with whom 
(he carried on in defpite of Ethelinde's re- 
monftrances a ckndeftine correfpondence. 

Thus, between the grofs and unfeeling in- 
fults of her aunt, and the weak and dangerous 
confidences of her coufin, many days pafled 
heavily along. The latter (lie determined ne- 
ver to encourage, though fhe did not think 
herfelf jiiftified in betraying them; and for 
the former, (he endeavoured to bear them 
with patience, in reflefting that the time now 
approached when the arrival of Mrs* Mont- 
gomery in England would releafe her from 
fuch irkfome dependence for ever. 

The difagreeable circumftances of her fi- 
tuation were, however, foon encreafed by the 
return of Rupert Ludford from London, whi- 
ther he had gone the day after Echelinde*s ar- 
rival at Briftol. He feemed to have brought 
with him a reinforcement of the vanity and 
afFeftation which had before rendered him fo 
extremely difgufting to Ethelinde ; nor did 
he poffefs one virtue to palliate his numerous 
follies. Bi:Qught up by a mother coarfe 
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minded and felfifh, as an only fon, he had 
imbibed all her narrownefs of fpirit; and his 
boundlefs opinion of himfelf, made him look 
on half the world as beings who were without 
confequcnce if they contributed not in fome 
way or other to his gratification ; and on the 
other half as people with whom Nature dc* 
figned him to be on a level, though he was. 
unfortunately a ftcp below them by being con- 
nefted with trade. Every journey he made 
to London rendered the name of a merchant 
at Briftol more odious to his ears, and encrcafed 
his defire for the arrival of that period whea 
he Ihould be enabled to throw off all his mer- 
cantile connexions, and give his talqnts totho^ 
cultivation of poetry and the fine arts, and hi3. 
time to thofe noble friends, who, however 
relu6tantly he aumitted the idea, he was now- 
tempted to fufpeft, were frequently more ac- 
commodated by the money they occafionaUy 
borrowed of him, than gratified by bis con- 
verfation^ Among an extenfive acquaint- 
ance, lie had no cbofen friend but Emmerlley, 
who with a fmall fortune had taken to the bar, 
where, having too little genius to advance 
without clofe attention, and being too idle to. 
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apply, he fauntered away life without getting 
at all forwarder ; and while he found an ex- 
cellent table at Ludford Houfe during every 
vacation, was content with the name of a bar- 
tifter, to retain only the pertnefs which fome- 
tinaes adheres to the charafter 3 which pertnefs 
an unblufhing confidence in his own intellec- 
tual advantages, made him fancy was wit. 
If he was not witty himfelf, he was the caufe 
of wit in others; for he afted occafionally as 
the (harpener or the butt of that which Mr, 
Rupert was inceffantly labouring to produce ; 
and whenever they were in company together, 
the attention of the whole circle was ufually 
engrofled by their play upon each other, to 
the great edification of the hearers, and to the 
delight of Mrs. Ludford, who generally 
laughed immoderately at the fprightly fallies. 
which were in thefe dialogues exhibited^, 

Old Ludford, though he was much left 
delighted with his fon's acquirements, was yet 
too much accuftomed to fubmit in many in- 
flarices to his wife to difpute that judgment 
which had direfted his education, and which 
now with fo much complacency contemplated 
its effc^s. He faw, with pleafure, that in tho: 
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main point Bobby (he had not yet learned to 
foften his name to Rupert) adhered to excel- 
lent maxims, and continued to love money, 
though he declined to affift in acquiring it» 
With fome of the loans h« had made to his 
great friends, his father had been acquainted, 
and had feen good fecurity taken; others, 
where that could not bear very clofe infpec- 
tion, Mr. Rupert had kept to himfelf, and 
raifed the money on his own credit unknown 
to the old gentleman : and if at any time the 
father remonftrated on his current expences, 
which fometimes ran high, he knew how to 
pique his pride by reprcfenting the neceflity 
there was for a man whofe father was known 
to be fo opulent, to appear refpeftable ; and 
he awakened his avarice, while he put his ap- 
prehenfions to fleep, by talking of contrafts 
and agencies to be procured by the intereft of 
the perfonages to whofe focicty the figure he 
made obtained him admiffion. Old Ludford 
was of a plodding heavy temper, but not 
without ambition of making his name of con- 
fequence, nor infenfible to that fort of pride 
which makes a man value himfelf on a large 
fortune of his own acquiring. If therefore he 

occafionally 
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dccafionally fufFered fome pain from "his fon's 
cxpences, his ambition and vanity imme- 
diately healed the wound ; and he forgave his 
diffipation in favour of his genius and abili- 
ties, which his wife often allured Mr. Lud- 
ford were fuch as muft, whenever Rupert ob- 
tained a feat m parliament (which it was in 
contemplation to procure for him) raife him 
to the firft notice, and probably the firft pofts. 
Ethelinde had feen enough of her coufin 
Rupert and of his friend Emmerfley to j^Jread 
their arrival as a misfortune which almoft 
counterbalanced the fatisfadion (he felt at the 
removal of the family from Briftol to I iudford 
Houfe. It was now the middle of April; and 
in the country Ethelinde hoped to have a few 
hours in which, amid the enchanting progrefs 
of fpring, (he might be fuffered unmterrupt- 
edly to think of Montgomery, and offer up 
her prayers to heaven for his prelervation. 
At Briftol, (he was hardly ever a moment 
alone unlefs in the hours ufually given to re- 
pofe ; for her aunt always infifted on her ap- 
pearing in company, where (he failed not to 
hint at the indigent condition to which her 
niece, though the grand daughter of an Earl, 
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was reduced, and at her own goodnefs in 
protefting her. This, which was ufually de- 
livered in an half whifper, drew the eyes of 
the company on the blufhing and mortified 
Ethelinde; and could fhe have doubted of 
what her aunt had been faying, the humilia- 
ting and affefted pity which the generality of 
the hearers afterwards threw into their beha- 
viour towards her would have convinced her 
of the tenor of Mrs. Ludford's converfation. 
If ei'er the elder ladies were fo deeply engaged 
at cards that (he couid efcape unperceived by 
them to her own room, it was impoffible to 
elude the vigilance of Clarinthia, who had 
always fome fentimental forrow or fympathe- 
tic embarraffment to relate; while (he ap- 
peared quite infenfible of the real and heavy 
diftrefles of her coufin. Much of their time 
pafled in vifitiiig people, who, amid great af- 
fluence, were fo ignorant and under bred, that 
Ethelinde (hrunk from their fociety with a 
diflike that it was impoffible for her to con- 
quer, and difficult for her to conceal. She 
faw that the matrons defpifed her for being 
poor, haced her for being nobly born, and 
imputed her melancholy to pride : while the 

Mifles 



THE R£€LUSE Ot THfi LAKE* 95 

Miffes eyed her with difdain as a dependent 
on their equal Clara Ludford, and as fuch 
afFefted to treat her ; while they were not 
without apprehenfions of her engroffing the 
favour of- Rupert, for whofe partiality many 
of them had hitherto contended with fo little 
decided preference, that he had occafionally 
celebrated all ; and each had a fweet copy of 
ver/es to (hew wherein (he was the Amoret, 
Phillida, or Amaryllis, that had employed the 
amorous mufe of this mercantile and verfatile 
poet. 

Amid fociety fo utterly unpleafant to her, 
Ethelinde had nothing either to divert or 
foothe her fettled forrow, or her prefent anx- 
iety for Mrs. Montgomery's return, of which 
(he yet heard nothing. At Ludford Houfe, 
whither the family now removed for a few 
weeks, (he flattered herfelf that (he fhould be 
more at liberty to be wretched ; and not com- 
pelled, while her heart was breaking, to attend 
to fcandalous anecdotes about people of whom 
(he knew nothing; or frivolous details of 
dinners given, or falhions arrived, orfervants 
difcharged; which,' with a few other equally 
uninterefting topics, compofed tlif ufual con- 
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verfation (he was condemned to hear. This 
removal would not, (he knew, relieve her ei- 
ther from the barbarous taunts which (he oc- 
cafionally endured from her aunt » from the 
harraffing fecrets of her intriguing coufin, or 
the mixture of feigned admiration and infult- 
ing compaflion, with which, on her firft arri- 
val, Rupert had received her. Fortunately, 
however, the ton which he had laft acquired in 
London was that of indolence and apathy. He 
found himfelf fatigued with every thing, was 
amazed how he could ever have found any 
fatisfa<5tion in dancing, or walking, or riding, 
and declared that the firft and only acquire- 
ment worth the attention of a man of fenfe or 
falhion was to be perfectly at eafe. 

Ethelinde felt, in the refpite which this new 
mode of being fafhionable gave her from his 
rhymes and compliments, the only comfort 
(lie had long known ; and a few days after (he 
was fettled at Ludford Houfe, (he had the 
much greater fatisfaftion of receiving a letter 
from Sir Edward Newenden, in which he 
highly approved of her reafons for quitting 
Mrs. Woolaiton (at whofe marriage he ex- 
preflTed a mixture of difpleafure and concern) 

and 
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and befought her to remain with Mrs. Ludford 
till the return of Mrs. Montgomery. He en- 
clofed her ati order for money, and a letter 
of credit on his Banker in London for any 
amount that (he might want before he wrote 
to her again, as he informed her that he was 
now removing towards Italy. To this letter, 
which was filled with expreflions of paternal 
tendernefs for her, he added, that as to him- 
felf, he was well, " and not more unhappy 
than ufual.'* He gave a pleallng account of 
his children, on whofe daily improvement he 
dwelt with fondnefs ; but Lady Newenden he 
only named as being, together with her father 
and Mrs. Maltravers, in good health. And 
Ethelinde, gratified as (he was by his appro- 
bation of her conduct, and unfailing friend(hip, 
could not without bitternefs perceive, that, 
defervlng as he was of affedlion, gratitude and 
efteem, he was yet unhappy in that quarter 
whence he had the greateft right to expedl 
felicity^ 
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CHAPTER V. 



A 



NOT HER fortnight pafled, andftill 
no intelligence arrived of Mrs, Montgomery— 
The depreffion of Ethelinde's mind grew 
hourly greater; and her health proportion- 
ably fuftercd. Deprived of every thipg that 
could ix^nder life defireable ; and doubting 
whether (he ever (hould be reftored to thofe 
friends, without whom it would become a 
burthen ; compelled to affcft a tranquillity (he 
could not feel, or be expofed to reproaches 
for pride, ccklnefs and afFedlation ; (he had 
ro rcfplte but in deep ; which, though often 
broken and di llurbcd, yet aftbrded her fome- 
tijiiCS more pkaling images than her waking 
hcuis prrlente;.! ; and Ihc no v never beheld 
tV:* u:iwn of the d^.y without regretting its 
rcti. rn, nnd entcnng rcliiciaatly on a fcene 
of painful diifmiuliition and continual internal 
\incatinv4's. 

Clariiiihiii's wild ?nd romantic turn created 
€>De of the daily dilnculties Ihe had to en- 
counter* 
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counter. Ethelinde found;, that far from 
having any fteady affeftion for the young 
officer with whom (he clandeftinely corref- 
ponded, (he had difcarded her former lover 
whom (he once preferred, only becaufe her 
father who had at firft oppofed his preten* 
(ions, at length encouraged them, in confe- 
quence of the death of an elder brother, by 
which he became heir to a confiderable for- 
tune. This young man, whofe name was 
Southcote, ftill vifited at the Houfe, and 
having really conceived an early attachment 
to Clarinthia, her caprice and ill treatment 
had not yet divefled him of his paffion. — 
But Clarinthia had found out that there was 
more heroifm in giving herfelf to a man who 
had nothing, than in acceding to the merce- 
nary views of her Father; and when Ethelinde 
attempted to argue with her on this fubjedt, 
Ihe was filenced by Clarinthia, faying, 
" Nay, my dear Fthelinde, did you not 
refufe Davenant and engage yourfelf to 
Montgomery, who is not richer than my 
beloved Rivers ; and fiirely, if you with all 
your prudence would do this, I have at leaft 
as much pretenfion to prefer the maw \ Von^. 

F 2 ^^^ 
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My father will be angry at firft perhaps, but 
I know, that marry how I will, he will give 
toe twenty thoiifand pounds/* 

While they remained at Briftol, Clarinthia 
contrived eafily to receive letters from her 
lover, and the only tax (lie levied then on 
Ethclinde was obliging her to read them, 
and to hear her anfwers : but now (he expected 
of her another conceffion; which was, to 
fuffer the Captain's letters to be direfted under 
cover to her. This Ethelinde abfolutely re* 
fufed, and a coldnefs arofe from thence on the 
part of Clarinthia, which was foon aggravated 
into abfolute hatred. Mr. Southcote had 
not for fome months been at Briftol ; but 
bufinefs, relative to his Weft India property, 
now bringing him thither, he came over to 
Ludford Houfe to pafs fome days, and was 
Hill confidered by the old gentleman as the 
lover of his daughter. He had not however 
been three days in the company of Ethelinde, 
before his attachment to her coufin was en- 
tirely eradicated; and he very frankly told 
her, that being now convinced he had nothing 
to hope, he had determined to perfecute her 
bo more witli his paffion : but being ftill 

defirous 
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defirous of conne6ling himfelf with a family 
he fo highly efteemed, he entreated her in- 
tereft with her amiable coufin." 

Clarinthia, who had liftened to this fpeecli: 
with amazement and mortification, burft into a 
convulfive laugh of mingled fpite and con- 
tempt. " O ! yes Sir/* replied llie — " Yes T 
you may depend upon my intereft with my 
amiable coufin; only, as unluckily (he is. 
engaged, I am afraid neither my intereft 
Bor your own extraordinary merits wi^l have 
any efFeft/* 

Southcote now eagerly defired an expli- 
nation ; but Clarinthia, though refolute before 
to rejeft him^ was now fo piqued at his re- 
fignation of her, and preference of Etbetinde, 
that (he anfwered him only with contemptuous 
raillery, and no fooner quitted him than (he 
fought her coufin, who had efcaped from, 
the breakfaft table to wander in a coppice 
at a fmall diftance from the houfe ; where 
as Mrs. Ludford had hitherto forborne 
to exercife her tafl:e, (he found quiet 
and fome degree of pleafure in con* 
templating the beauties with which nature 
laviflily embellifhes the moft ruftic fpots to- 

F 3 \Wi.\^> 
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wards the end of April. Seate'd on the turf^ 
jQie was loft in the penfive plcafure of reading 
over Montgomery's letters, when Clarinthia, 
who knew her ufual haiints, interrupted her, 
and with an air which extremely excited her 
furprize, cried as (he approached-'^' ^ I beg 
pardon, Mifs Chcfterville, I hope I don*t 
difturb you ? but I could not delay wiftiing 
you joy."* 

** Joy, of what my Coufin ?*' 

" Oh, you don't know I dare fay-*-or elfe 
lovers are with you fuch common acquire- 
ments, that one or two, more or lefs, are not 
worth your attention/' 

*' Upon my word, Clara, I am quiie 
ignorant of your meaning." 

^* So ! I admire the fang froid of foijje 
j)eople.-T-What,you don't know th^t Southcote 
i? in love with you and gives me up ?— To 
be fare, he is ipuch in the right, and my 
difcarded lover does well to confole himfelf 
xvith yojLir gentle attractions. — I told him 
however you were engaged." 

^* you did well; and I hope, that whether 
Jthis flory originates in fome raillery of his, 
Of o^erely fron;i fome mifunderftanding of 

yours. 
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yours^ that I at lead (hall hear no more 

of k:' 

^^ That would be a pity/' retorted Clarin- 
thia with encreafing acrimony ; " No, pray 
have the glory of refufing a man who was 
once thought not unworthy of me ; and boaft^ 
of havingfor the (akeof thedear Montgomery, 
difcarded two men, both of fortunes fupcrior 
to what even / have a right to exped^"" 

'^ Surely, Clarinthia, you are out of humour 
this morning, or fomething has ftrangely 
changed you. When did I ever boaftof hav- 
ing difcarded any lover ? or what reafon have I 
ever given you to fuppofe that I Qiould be 
gratified by the addrefles of Mr. Southcote ? 
If however that were really the cafe, why 
fliould you be angry, fince he is as yovi ac- 
inow ledge difcarded by you?'*^. 

" Oh, I beg you won*t fancy neither/* 
cried Clarinthia in a tone between a laugh 
and a cry — ^' I beg you wpn't fancy childj 
that I care about him ; fo far from it, I am 
fure I fhould be glad if you were to have 
him tomorrow." 

Ethelinde eafily perceived that her couCri' 
was weak and vain enough to defirc to retain 

F 4 \cv 
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in her chains, him, whom (he would through 
perverfenefs rejedt, and was angry that flie had 
not been able to fecure one of thofe attach- 
ments, at once violent and hopelefs, of which 
flie had read fo much, and by which the ro- 
mantic coqiiettiflmefs of her mind, would 
have found itfelf particularly gratified ; (he 
was therefore rather concerned than angry, 
and with great gentlenefs remonftrated with 
her coufin on the unreafonable offence (he 
feemed to have taken, affured her that 
Mr. Southcote had never addrefled her, and 
that in all probability what he had faid was 
merely a fineffe which he had ufed to try if 
his Clarinthia could be awakened to any 
return of affeftion for him, by the apprehen- 
fion of feeing him prefer another : and flie 
added, that (hould he be ferious, which flic 
did not believe likely, flie fliould give him 
at once her reafons for declining to hear 
more of addreffes, which flie was very willing 
to allow offered her advantages to which flie 
had no pretenfions. 

The mildnefs, humility and fweetnefs of 
her anfwer, together with the idea flie had 
ftarted that Mr, Southcote had ufed her name 

merely 
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merely to alarm the jealoufy and awaken tljte 
latent love of his former miftrefs, appeafed 
the unreafonable and capricious anger of 
Glarinthia for that time; but when Southcote 
a few days afterwards adlually addrefled her,. 
and applied openly to Mr. and Mrs. Ludford 
for their approbation and intereft, all her 
animofity againft the innocent and unhappy 
Ethelinde was again excited. It was in vain 
that Ethelinde immediately, yet with great 
politenefs, aflured Mr. Sjuthcotc that Iter 
heart was irrevocably anothers, and that in 
confequence of that aflurance he immediately 
left the houfe. Confufion and ill humour- 
remained in it, in confequence of this un- 
fortunate overture, which rendered it infinitely 
more infupportable than ever. Old Ludford, 
who had hitherto feen Ethelinde with great: 
indifference, now looked upon her with dif- 
like, as having been the means of hisClarinthia 
lofing a match he fo highly approved ; (for 
her other entanglement was a fccret to him). 
Mrs. Ludford could not bear that any man 
(hould prefer her dependent niece to a daugh- 
ter whofe perfon refembled her own, whofe 
education (he confidered as the mofl cxquiG^ 
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that could be given, and who had twenty- 
thoufand pounds. While Clarinthia was 
humbled, mortified and enraged to be at 
length convinced, that inftead of living 
fingle, or what would have been ftill better, 
dying for love, Southcote had not only broken 
her chains for ever, but had ferioufly intended 
to marry the indigent Eihetinde. 

Severe as thefe heartburnings were, they 
were on all parts reftrained from breaking 
forth in abfolute rudenefs towards the lovely 
and unhappy being who had excited them, by 
this confideration, that, if they treated her 
too harlhly, (he would quit them before the 
return of Mrs. Montgomery, and by that 
means might very probably be thrown in the 
way of Southcote, and being quite without 
protedlion and fupport be compelled to ac- 
cept him. This the whole family united in 
wifhing to prevent. The father, becaufe he 
ftiU hoped while Southcote remained fingle 
that the match with Clarinthia might be 
brought about ; the mother, through mere 
envy and malignity; and Clarinthia, becaufe. 
(he was no fooner convinced that he had 
really conquered his former aflfedion, than 

(he 
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(he felt an invincible defire to engage him 
again in a paffion for her, that (he might 
then facrifice him to another, as the com- 
pleateft triumph Che could enjoy over her 
too lovely coufin, and her faithlefs admirer. 
Such were the politics at Ludford Houfe, 
which faved Ethelindefrom being driven out 
of it by fuch rudenefs and infult as all her 
native gentlenefs, added to her wifhes of 
obeying SirExiward as far as (he could, would 
not have enabled her to have borne. It had 
however fome good eifefts : Clarinthia now 
no longer perfecuted her with violent friendfliip 
or troublefome confidences; Mrs. Ludford 
no longer infifted on her appearing, whatever 
company were prefent ; but (he was fuffered 
with very little notice to pafs the greater part 
of her time either in Ker own room or the 
gardens, and to employ herfelf in writing, 
drawing or work, without enquiry or remark. 
Thus, with lefs aftual mifery than in jhe 
former part of her refidance with her aunt, 
three weeks pafled. Rupert was little at home ; 
and when he was, he no longer feemed to 
confider her is worth the fatigue he (hould 
incur by being polite to her; but treated 
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her with a kind of indolent contempt, as a 
girl to whom he could undoubtedly become 
acceptable, whenever he chofe to give him- 
felf the trouble. 

Ethelinde had now been feven weeks with 
the Ludfords, ^nd except the letter Ihe had 
received from Sir Edward, had in all that 
time heard nothing of any of thofe friends 
on whom her thoughts perpetually dwelt. 
Chefterville had now been gone long enough 
to allow her to expeft to hear from him 'y 
he had promifed to write from the Madeiras, 
but no letter had arrived; and Mrs. Mont- 
gomery had not written, though Ethelinde 
had acquainted her with her change of fituar 
tion, and had told her without referve aU 
the reafons fbe had to be more than ever 
folicitous for her return. Of Montgomery 
himfelf it was not yet poflSble for her tQ 
have a|iy intelligence— but, 

^ Hex fiincy follow M him through foaming waves 
** Toadiflant fhores ; and {he would fit and weep - 
** Ar *what a failor fuffers." 

And oftener in beholding tlie luxurious and 
yfelefs follies in which Rupert Ludford nior^ 
than ever indulged himfelf^ 0ie would pain- 
fully 
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fully refleft on the ftrange difpofition of the 

goods of fortune, which, while they enabled* 

fuch a being as her little conceited coufin to> 

enjoy all the real or artificial pleafures whichi 

wanton wealth has to beftow, were fo totally 

denied to the nobly born and nobly minded 

Montgomery ; that with all his merit, all 

his advantages of underftanding, figure and 

birth, he was compelled to feek even an 

uncertain and precarious fupport by quitting 

Europe, and becoming in aa unwholefomc 

climate, and amid continual hazard, a can-- 

didate for a fmall portion of Afiatic wealth, 

which, after all,, he might not obtain. The 

oftener (he made this mortifying comparifoa 

the more her fpirits and her hopes were 

deprcfled : yet, with all her remaining ftrength 

of inind, (he endeavoured to look forward to 

a day of retribution even in this world ; and 

confoled by the recoUeftion of his worth and 

goodnefs, and of her own adherence to her 

duty throughout her hitherto unhappy life> 

ftie tried to acquire fortitude to bear prefent 

evils, from her reliance on the final though 

long delayed juftice of Heaven. 
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CHAPTER VL 



Jl H E family of Ludford had been ac- 
ciidomcd to pafs part of every fummer at 
Southampton, and as the young man to whom 
Mifs Clarinthia believed herfelf attached was 
quartered in that neighbourhood, flie was ex- 
tremely eager that they might go thither 
earlier in the year than they had ufually done. 
Nothing was calier than to affect a nervous 
complaint. Her father was as fond of her 
as his nature permitted him to be of any 
thing, and readily aiTcnted to her wiflies. 
Mrs. Ludford too, who loved to (hew herfelf 
and her coach and four where they attracted 
more obfcrvation, as novelties, than they could 
poflibly find in the neighbourhood of Ludford 
Houfe, wasnot lefs condefcending to the defires 
of her davighter. They all would have been 
willing to have kft Ethelinde behind them : 
but as that would h^ve been hazardous on 
account of Southcote, whofe Weft India con- 
nedions brought him frequently to Briftol, it 

was 
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was determined that (he (hcnild go with them. 
But Clarintbia, whofe natural good humour 
was loft in her infatiable defire to monopolize 
admiration, now no longer preft her to go 
to public places; but Ethelinde contented her- 
felf, after a flight invitation which the invari- 
ably refufed, to walk, read or o.herwile divert 
herfelf ; while her coiifin, either on horreback 
in a morning or at parties in the evcninjr^ 
had opportunities to carry on her clandcftine 
love, without being fitfpeded either by her 
father or her mother. 

The lituation of Ethelinde therefore was 
very little changed by this removal to a place 
of publix: refort. But every week and every 
day that paffed encreafed the uncaiinefs and 
anxiety with which Ihe thought of the long 
protrafted return of Mrs. Montgomery, from 
whom (he received not even a letter, to relieve 
her mind from any part of this, tormenting 
fiifpenfe. 

A thoufand uneafy conjedtures now diftrefl: 
her : fometimes fhe fancied fh« was ill in 
France, or that the world no longer boafted 
of one of i^s. brighteft ornaments ; and fome^ 
times flie fupppfed th^t fince l^cr affairs wece 
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only more embarrafled, fhc forbore to write 
what could give only pain to her already un- 
happy correfpondent. But every fuppofition 
by which Ethelinde could account for her 
filence was unfatisfadfory ; and the more (he 
attempted to inveftigate its caufe, the more 
reafon (he found to be difturbed and alarmed*^ 
Time, however, heavily paffed on ; the 
end of June arrived; the place was filled 
with a crcTud of company, all eager for amufe- 
ment. But Ethelinde, who had no delight 
in what attracted them, and who faw herfelf 
confideredonly as a dependent on the Ludfords, 
lived more than ever alone. In her folitary 
and penfive walks, which generally lay to- 
wards the plealant common acrofs which the 
road goes to the town, {he had frequently 
been overtaken or met by a gentleman who 
appeared to be in a very ill ftate of health, and 
to be oppreffed with melancholy as deep as her 
own : he was as well as herfelf in mourningj 
and ill health or forrow, rather than time, had 
given an appearance of infirmity to a manly 
and graceful figure, and of fdlownefs and 
languor to fine features and expreffive eyes. 
He had frequently gazed on Ethelinde with 

an 
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an carneftnefs that from any other perfah 
would have diftreft if it did not alarm her ; 
but there was fomething in the look and 
manner of this ftranger which excited her 
confidence rather than her fear; (he fancied 
that there was in his face a great refemblance 
to features always prefent to her mind — ta 
thofe of Montgomery i yet (he knew that he 
had no father living, nor any very near re- 
lation ; and (he checked this idea as being 
merely a chimera, formed by her imagination 
on fome flight fimilitude, hardly perceivable 
by another. They had thus met feveral times : 
the ftranger, though he always feemed dif- 
pofed to fpeak, had hitherto contented him- 
felf with bowing as he palTed her, and fome- 
times when bethought fhe did not perceive 
him, turning to look after her, till (he was 
no longer within his view. Ethelinde, though 
(he fancied he was unhappy, and was invo- 
luntarily interefted for him for that reafon, 
and becaufe of his imaginary likenefs to 
Montgomery, could not fpeak firft. 

It happened however, that early one morn- 
ing (he went mufHed up in a great cap and 
long cloak, to get from the library the fecond 
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volume of a book (he was reading; the 
ftrangcr whom fhc had fo often obfervcd, fat 
reading in a corner fo intent on his book that 
he perceived her not ; but when fhe a&ed the 
perfon who waited to ferve her for the book 
ihe wanted^ and heard it was not at home^ihe 
exprelTed her difappointment, and at th« f<xind 
of her voice the (Iranger looked up and took 
not his eyes from her while (he remained in 
the fhop ; when (he had left it^ he enquired 
of the bookfeller who flie was ? 

•* 1 really cannot inform you. Sir : flic is 
I think a fort of companion to (bme ladies 
of great fortune fsom Brillol^ w^ho <x>aie here 
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** And her name ? ** 

•* There Sir," faid the mafier of the flic^^ 
(hewing her name in his fublcription book-^ 
** That is her name, written by heifelf.** 

** Chcdcrvillc !"* cxclakacd the ftrangicr— 
** Gtxxl God I and cxa vo;: tell mc to what 
ftuaiUvcf that aan^ :he bclv>ng^ what reUnoDS 
^ has ^tnd K>r vrhosa:! ihe i> in soounung ? 
vid whether ibc k a:;irri^i* or s: Toridoi? ?— 
Jtt» the w to Tvx:ing:--i[lxi3y — I viii I knew. 
Tift imn fpff!wfir^ ^n^ry-V^ mrs^^urle of an- 
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fwering all thefe enquires, the ftranger in 
great apparent anxiety went forth to make 
them eifewhcre ; but he could not defcribc 
Ekhelinde otherwiTe, than as a tall young lady In 
moiimiDg, who was generally with Mrs.Lud- 
ford. Mrs. Ludford and her daughter were 
perfectly wdl known by the various tradefmen 
to whom he applied for information, but the 
young lady in mourning had either never been 
at their Ihop^, or having laid out no money 
there, had pafled unnoticed : no intelligence 
could therefore be gained ; and Ethelinde,, 
who intended the firft time fhe had an oppor- 
tunity to afk at the library who the ftranger 
was, went for her evening walk alone as ufual, 
quite unconfcious of the tumultuous anxiety 
which the knowledge of her name had occa- 
fipned. The evening was warm, and fhe had 
left the hpufe fooncr than n(w\ to avoid the 
racket and confufion of the uoiverfal dreffing 
for a ball, in which every body but hcrfelf 
were engaged. She had been difappointed 
ef the fecond volume of the book fhe had be- 
gun, which was the beautiful and pathetic 
Julia de Roubignc, but fhe had taken another 
fimple *nd natural ftory. Fatal Obedience, or 
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the Hiftory of Mr. Freeland ; and having 
found a feat on the grafs, in the (hade formed 
by one of the clumps of firr planted on the 
common, (he had efcaped a moment from her 
own unhappinefs, and was abforbed by her 
concern for the lovely unfortunate Gertrude, 
when her attention was fuddenly called off, 
by the hafly approach of the ftranger (he had 
fo often feen. He pulled off his hat, but 
feemed breathlefs and confufed : " Will yo^. 
Madam," faid he inarticulately, ** will you 
forgive this rude intrulion from a man deeply 
interefted in the queftion which he hopes you. 
will allow him to aik ? '* 

Ethelinde, though fomewhat alarmed and 
furprizcd by fuch an addrefs, arofe haftily, 
and with her ufual eafe and fweetnefs replied, 
though not without fome appearance of con- 
fufion, " that (he (hould confider herfelf much 
honoured by his commands." 

" Your name, Madam, I am-informed^ is 

Chefterville. May I enquire whether it is 

your family name ?^or— " he flopped and 

hefitated, and Ethelinde took that opportunity 
to reply. 

^' Certainly, Sir, it is the name of my family/* 
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** Be fo good then. Madam, as to tell me— 
have you brothers, and are any of them 
married ?" 

** I have. Sir, one brother, who is married/* 

** And — pray pardon my curiofity — you will 
I am fure, when I tell you from what it arifes— . 
whom did he marry ?*' 

^* A native of Spain, who was however 
the daughter of an Englifh gentleman/' 

*^ .Gracious God !— I thank thcei" ex- 
claimed the ftranger with clafped hands, and 
a countenance ftrongly expreflive of emotion, 
— ** I have then fome traces of my loft Vifto- 
rine :— deareft young lady, by your counte- 
nance, a countenance which the moment I be- 
held it became moft interefting to my heart; 
you I am fure will pardon and pity the anx- 
iety of a father who feeks his only remaining 
child, and whofe troubled mind is haunted by 
remorfe and anguifh when he perfuades him- 
felf, that for having too long abandoned Zvr, 
avenging heaven has robbed him of the reft/* 

Ethelinde, amazed as (he was, had yet 
prefence of mind ciiough left to attempt ap- 
peafing the exceffive agitation of Mr. Har- 
court; whom fhe now clearly perceived in the 
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intercfting ftrangcr. She befought him to be 
more tranquil, for he appeared ready to faint, 
and to forbear any farther convcrfation till he 
could fpeak with kfs pain. 

" Lovely, conCderaie creature T* cried he, 
gazing on her with eyes which now filled 
with tears— .*^ I will endeavour to recover 
myfelf. — Yet one queftion more,— Where is 
my Viftorine?— When can I prefs her to this 
throbbing heart, and implore her pardon for 
my cruel, my unnatural negleft." 

Had Ethelinde feen a ftranger under foch 
evident diftrefs fhe would have been much 
aftedted, but when (he confidered Mr. Har- 
courc as the uncle of Montgomery, the bro- 
ther of his beloved mother, and the father of 
Viftorine, fhe forgot that Ihc had never be- 
fore fpoken to him, and felt as if fhe was 
herfelf his daughter. When therefore the 
violent and encreafing agitation of his fpirits 
feenied to convulfe his whole frame, flie in- 
treated him to lean on her arm, and to haften 
home before he made any farther efforts to 
acquaint himfelf with circumftances that 
might give him pain.—." I have met with an 
angel,** cried Harcourt, " who feems font by 

Heaven 
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Heaven to fpcak peace to my foul.— I will 
endeavour to follow your advice, lovely Mils 
Cheftervilk, becaufe I will neither terrify 
nor trouble you. — Tell me only whei'e my 
daughter is, and I will fupprefs as much as 
I can «v^ry other emotion but gratitude t# 
providence which has prefer\xd, and will 
reftore her/' 

He then, colleding all his ftrength, walked, 
but with flow and faltering fteps, towards the 
town ; and after a moment acquired courage 
to renew the queflion he had aiked, of where 
Vidtorine then was ? 

Ethelindc found it neceflary immediately 
to fatisfy him; and therefore, tho' with dif- 
ficulty and in a low voice, flie related with- 
out difguifing any part of the truth, the fitu- 
ation of her brother when he returned from 
Gibraltar; and the confequences of his return. 
But when flie came to that part of her narra- 
tion where it was necefiury to mention the 
death of her father, the fad and terrier 
recolleftions that crouucd on her mem. y, 
choaked her utterance; and, unible to pro- 
ceed, flie was compelled to accept from 
Mr. Karcourt that fupport which flie had a 
nioffikent before offered him. ^^ ^^ 
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" Do not/' cried he, much affefted by 
her diftrefs — ** do not I befeech you gratify 
my anxious enquiries at this expence to your- 
ftlf ; let us wave a convcrfation too affefting 
to us both till we are better able to bear it— 
Where are you ?— May I be allowed to wait 
on you home?" 

Ethelinde, believing .that the Ludford fa- 
mily, if not already departed to the ball, were 
too much engaged to be very inquifitive after 
her vifitor, and knowing that the dining 
parlour was at that hour ufually vacant, ven- 
tured to invite thither her new acquaintance^ 
As foon as he was feated fhe went herfelf to 
fetch him refrefliment, which he appeared fo 
much to need; and having taken it, he 
feemed to have got over the tremor and 
faintnefs which had fo much alarmed her. 
In a few moments he became ftill more tran- 
quil; and Ethelinde finifhed, in as few word$ 
as {he could, the little hiftory of thofe em- 
barraffments which had made it neccffary far 
Chefterville and his wife to depart for the 
Weft-Indies; which they were only enabled 
to do by the generous and difinterefted,. 
fricndfliip of Sir Edward Newenden. 

Mr. Harcouit 
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Mr./Harcourt fcverely blamed himfelf for 
his neglect : ** Oh my poor defcrted child," 
cried he, tears again filling his eyes — ^' to 
fvhat difficulties was not your infancy expofcd, 
what muft you have thought when you were 
old enough to think of your father ? and now^ 
when the rigid but juft hand of deftiny has by 
fevere chaftifement awakened him to a fcnfc 
of his neglefted duties, he finds you gone in 
fearch of him who ought to have protected 
and provided for you : and if he is not already 
fufficiently punifticd, thy innocent life may 
perhaps be demanded to fill up the meafure 
of vengeance, 

Ethelinde now again endeavoured to con- 
Ible and reaffure him on the fate of Vidorinc^ 
He heard her with attention and gratitude ; 
and when (be ceafcd fpeaking, he faid, with 
a deep figh, — ** you are very good thus 
to endeavour to reconcile me to myfelf ; had 
I indeed been quite forgetful of my poor 
Vidorine, nothing I think could quiet the 
reproaches of my own heart : but though I 
did not enough, I made many, but fucccCsIcls 
enquiries, both of the perfon who fucceeded 
to her grandfather's property, and ittSj^sAw^V 
Vol. V. G covA^ 
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could gain no intelligence of her; and as 
I propofed this year to come to England for 
the reft of my life, I then hoped to trace her 
out by the indefatigable refearch, which I in- 
tended in pcrfon to make, Alas ! he who had 
the greateft influence in bringing me to tht 
r«folution I formed of quitting Jamaica-— my 
fon ! he for whom alone I enjoyed in ima» 
gination the purchafes I had made in England, 
and the great affluence which I poiTefs, is gone! 
To that very affluence which enabled him td 
indulge without reftraint his pafflon for plea- 
fure and diffipation, he fell a martyr in his 
nineteenth year : and if I have loft Viftorine, 
I am without a child to inherit what I (hall 
leave, when I follow him, as I (hall foon do, 
to the grave !" 

Ethelinde could anfwer nothing : and Mr. 
Harcourt, after a moment, in which the re* 
membrance of his -fon deprived him of the 
power of utterance, thus proceeded — 

*^ At the age of forty I return to England; 
which, though I was born in France, 1 con^ 
fider as my native country. . I return, but as 
a (Iranger and an alien, without a certainty of 
finding one perfoa who may be intereftcd for 

me. 
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mc, "who may be indiKed by the tender t^s 
of blood to render the reft of my life eafy* 
I had a fitter — but I have not heard from het 
thefe many months ; and buried in obfcurit^ 
as flic was, the letters and the remittances I 
lately fent to her, may never have reached 
her or her fon, whom, if he ftill lives, I flidl 
confidcr as my own.** 

The emotion of Ethelinde now exceeded 
all defcription ; to find , that if Montgomery 
had remained a few weeks only in Engkrid, 
the arrival of his uncle woiild have rendered 
his voyage unneceflary ; to refleft on all the 
fuiFcrings which a little patience would have 
fpared them, and that now he was out of the 
reach of hi^ benefaftor and might never re- 
turn to enjoy the profperity which awaited hmi^ 
quite overwhelmed her. Harcourt imagined 
that (he was merely afFefted by pity for him; 
or by the intereft which her brother's relatidtf^ 
Ihip to him gave her in his narrative ; whiV^ 
(he 1^15 endeavouring to acquire voice to tell 
him where his fifter and his nephew weifSi 
he thus went on— ■ - >t t 

" It is now two years fince my ptifoir' TdBJ^ 
returned to me from England, ^IbJett^Vr^^ 
. . G 2 >otttv 
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been educated at a public fchool.— I fooa 
after received intelligence of his fitter's death, 
ivho had.gone the year before with her huiband 
to England ; and my fon became doubly pre- 
cious to me. He was, in figure, in temper, 
and in accomplifhments, every thing a fond 
father could wifh : but his vivacity was bound- 
!efs : he was gay, animated and generous to 
an excefs ; and Jamaica, a refidence which 
long habit and great property had rendered 
plcafant to me, was too confined a fcene for 
his volatile fpirit ; he eafily perfuaded me to 
xlo what would be agreeable to him, and he 
obtained from me a commiflion to make con- 
siderable purchafes in England, and I agreed 
to difpofe of all my Weft India eftates, except 
two, which were not only the moft certain ia 
their produce, but the moft eafily managed 
in the abfence of their proprietor. After 
about three months ftay he went back to Eu- 
j^ope, and laid out the money with which I 
had entruftcd him, to grtat advantage in a 
weftern county. Having {cttled every thing 
to his wifti, he wrote to me to fay, that as 
he knew it muft be many months before I 
coiild fettle my affairs and quit Jamaica, he 

^jropofed 
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propofed employing the intermediate time m 
making the tour of Europe. I had letters 
from him from time to time from the differeni 
Italian towns he viftted, and looked forward 
to the period which now approached, when 
we fhould meet in England to live together 
like friends ; for as his friend I had always 
taught my fon to confider me. Such were 
my hopes— ah ! vain and fallacious hopes !-^ 
It is now four months fince, having arranged 
all my affairs fo as to quit the Weft Indies 
for ever, I waited at Kingfton to embark oi>. 
board a merchant man which I had freighted 
with fuch of my efFeds as remained to be 
tranfported to Europe : a (hip came in from 
England; it belonged to the merchant to whom 
the produce of my eftates were ufually con- 
signed ; eagerly and impatiently I expedted 
the firft boat which came on fhore, and which 
I hoped brought me a packet from my fon, 
who tranfmitted his letters by means of my 
correfpondent in London. Judge of the 
feelings of a father, who, inftead of tidings 
of the health and happinefs of a fon.fo be- 
loved, (aw that fon himfelf, arrive on ftiore, 
not fuch as he left me, in all the pride of 

u 5 -^ovxxNx 
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)i»9uth and healthy but emaciated, pale, and 
t.Q.all appearance in the laft ftage of a coa- 
fumption ; unable to walk, he was borne from 
the boat in the arms of the negroes, who 
would have put him into mine— but fpeechlcfs 
with grief and amazement, I ftood hcartftrqcfc 
and immoveable, while they placed the fort 
of litter in which he had been brought, before 
ipe. Exhaufted with the fatigue of being re- 
moyed from the Ihip, my poor boy could not 
igf^f^jnQtncnt fpeak to me.—- Oh ! God ! the 
9^j^^\ but dill pleaiing countenance whi<;h 
I}p tfirped towards me in that moment of 
Ijjfechlefs agony, is ever prefent to my tnind-^ 
lle^ping or waking, I fee before me the feiQt 
finile which fat on thofe pale lips and funkcft 
dieeks* When having recovered a little 
bjCfatii tie took my hand, and faid in a holloi^ 
3^j:4 tremulous voice ; * My father, I obtain 
n:^y^.wiljies, and am come to die in your anns«^ 
, f^ Somebody, I know not who, who poile&d 
tjfejir ienfes, which I did not, dire6ted us both 
to be, <:onveyed to the houfe of an intimate 
f#i^J5t4:wfaere every thing was done for my 
fpA".tb»tfWW fuppofed likely to be ufeful to 
l^ioii >adr whe«e!^af^er a few hours, of which 

\''ja*7y:o:j^lo I have 
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I have no recolleftion, my friend prevailed 
upon me to liften to the Mulatto fervant who 
had accompanied my fon, and from whofe 
relation it was poffible we might learn what 
.had occafioned this fatal change, and from 
thence know what remedy might with hopes 
of fuccefs be applied. 

"Remedy I too well knew there was none— ^ 
but in the fulleh hopelefnefs of defpair, I lilt- 
cndd to the account Carlos gave of his mafter : 
he faid, that he got into parties whofe whole 
bufinefs was pleafure, and that he had feveral 
times been confined with dangerous fevers in 
confequence of thefe excefles, and that bil 
general ftate of health was extremely hurt«*-^ 
that Carlos had often ventured to remonftratc 
with him, but in vain ; his volatility made 
him turn his advice, as well as that of fom* 
friends who faw his conftitution -gradually 
giving way, into ridicule ; and, when he was 
told the confequence of this wild career, he 
anfwered, that if he could not enjoy life like 
a man of fpirit, he had rather not keep it. 

^* At length he was feized at Marfeillefr witH^ 
an ardent fever, which left him in a ftate of 
almofl; infantine weaknefs ; Carloij took thditf 

G 4 op^oix\\ciLV3 
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ppportunity of introducing a Phyfician travel- 
ling with an Englifli family, who advifed his 
immediately returning by fea to England, as 
ihc only chance of conquering the ill eiFefts 
of his pafl indifcretions, and removing him 
from fcenes where he was too likely to com- 
mit others when he recovered. To England 
lue returned; but the mifchicf was done; his 
ruined conftitution nothing could reftore; 
l^f .remained a few >yeeks with my correfpon- 
tLenf^^ who treated him like a fon, and had 
t^hf rt^ft advice for him : but it was evident 
jQ,.^ll rhc Phyficians who were confulted, 
tbatWQ^hing could fave him. He felt it by 
that time hintfelf, and felt it without any other 
Kiixturc.of regret, than what arofe from his 
knowledge of the pain it might give me. 

■ ^ I^is willies to fee me once again, made him 
prcfs t\i^tn to pell him whether it was proba-. 
ble that he might live till my arrival in Eng- 

lap^^^^'txich I had fixed to be at the end of 

~' »■'■•■ - ■ 

fiye^mqmhs. from ^ that time. They owned 

*.■.•■■'•• 

tU^t. they, feared not. He tben,,\vith thav 
vivacity »vh\(;lx had not. yet forfakenUim, dcr 
If rj^t\ined to hire a ftiip and come. to jne : and 
«.k^' a, firmncfa of tnind very., cxtraordipai^ 

'in 
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in fo young a man, he ordered on board a 
leaden coffin, and neceflaries to prcferve his 
remains if he ftiould die on the voyage, thiit 
they might be interred with thofe of his- 
mother. 

" Neither my friend in London or the medi- 
cinal people whom he had fummoned, could 
prevail upon him to relinquifli this projedt. 
TJie latter indeed, feeing him fo refolute, 
foon ceafed to oppofe it ; and though there 
remained hardly any hope of his recovtr^ 
it was barely poffible that the voyzgc^mi 
native climate might be of more ufe fhiti 
medicines. But his decline, though {[(yi'^ 
was yet too perceivable during the voyage"; 
and when Carlos concluded his narrative, I 
was but too much confirmed in the fad con- 
viction that a few hours, or at the moft a few 
days, would conlign my only hope to a 
premature grave. 

*' Dreadful as was this certainty, the remo'n- 
ftrances of my friend reftored to me refolOtioIi 
enough to attend him while' he y^t'liv^d; 
I ftifled the angui(h of my heart,' I aff^^f^^ 
to enrertaih hopes, and tried 't&''^f^i^ 
chcirtlil; b\it the dear departing' %^t\^^4/t3^ 
had^ with all bis volatility, more iomvvi^t* 

G 5 \Jcvx:v 



^^^;|]if.^il5|ifppy f;^ber, bcfoiight me not to 

^geivck myictf. ^ I (die, dear ftr/ cried he, 

«^;^ he, {held my hand, ' and die > perfeftly 

^pj3j^,, if you have but f<w?givcn me for the 

jgaia I have occafioned to the beft father that 

jgy er xr\^ had I Think not of my lofs with 

/yc^ l^itternefs ; perhaps it is better for us 

j^th ; my days have hitherto, through your 

, gopdn^fs, been all pleafanC ones ; I have en^ 

Jpyed .every moment of my life, though it 

•tL^.^been (hort; a long life equally fortu- 

^^fe^ I could not cxpeft, and by quitting it 

,fiQWij I perhaps efcape from many forrows and 

^j:alamipes, while Lhave nothing to regret on 

<;arth but leaving you^*" I afFeft you, dearcft 

M,ifs Cljxcftcrville, too much; forgive me! I 

ijgnjjf ajinpucnful, a fevere delight in dwelling. 

^^a.the,iaP: fqene of a life fo dear to me, and 

,pith how few do I dare indulge the fad luxury 

■ of .fpJ^king of it.'' 

,,,A filence of a few moments uow inter- 
^Y9pe^i . which was broken only, by the cpn- 
.^y^jfxY^ fobs of Mr. Harcourt and the,dpcp* 
^^? ^Qf Ethelinde. The forna^erthea coiafi- 
^?IK?i^;~" . ^^ ^^ ^^^^r' ^^ ' ^Ipfe ,^,xel^^j^ 
7fh?['Mj'^^^^ h4i^V#PS^ to *MmB|Kl[r 
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bofom. A few hours before he clofed hisfifes 
for ever, I was placed by the chair where -he 
fat, being unable to breathe in a bed; he 
looked at me a moment earneftly, and theii 
raid,as well as his extreme weaknefs permitted, 
^ My dear fir, there is yet one thing on 
which I wi(h you to liften to me. I have 
often heard you mention with regret the 
daughter born to you in Spain, and have oft«t 
lamented the little fuccefs of your erideavouts 
to difcover her. When the fever which ha!s 
been attended with thefe tedious confecjuettces 
feized me at Marfeilles, I was meditktirigHgi 
journey to Barcelona, where I intended **'tb 
Irave made perfonal enquiries for my fiflftr, 
iand dare venture to bdieve I (hbuld httveiTdfc- 
cceded, for by means of a merchant' at Mat^- 
-feille^, I had already procured intelHgeifce' Wf 
her, though it is not fuch a^ I wifh at this 
moment to give you.— -Give it me hdVVevef, 
eried I.— It isj replied my fon, that bting 
Obliged to quit the convent where (he wds 
■l>r6ugHt up, Ihe became a fbrt of hli'mble 
ei6fepanibn -to the daughters of 4' merchant, 
firdm ' "w^oni*' ftie ' went kwiiy \^^ a ~y6iiiiib 
Edgliaiitoto ; t6 England they fiiijIeKfe ■'fe^r. 
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they rcfufed through refcntmcnt of her coiv- 
dud to give apy particulars about her* You 
.will foon, my dear fir, have no other child* 
I jieed not I know urge you to feek out and 
receive this unfortunate fitter, whcrefocver 
ftie may be* She is yet fo young that her 
errors cannot have been numerous; perhaps 
they were involuntary. May (he prove worthy 
of you, my father, and heal thofe wounds 
which I fee my lofs will infli<5t. Let her and 
that nephew of whom you have fo often 
fpoken, and whom, while I was a fchool boy; 
1 ufed to love though I faw fo little of him ; 
let them together {bare the princely fortune 
you pofTefs ; unlefs, as you are yet but in the 
middle of life, a fecond marriage fliould give 
you other fons, more deferving of your ten- 
dernefs than I have been/ — There was fome- 
thing fo affedting in the firmnefs with which 
fo young a man contemplated his approachiiig 
diflblution, and looked back to the world only 
to find future comforts for the only perfon who 
made him wifh to live, that had he not been 
my child, this converfation would have bcjen 
infupportably diftreffing. — Think then, of 
what 1 fuffered !— -I remember only, iihat I 

^tomifed 



.found cbe dear defemd - gi jl WhotWjidTcy^i 
iiet56ti%teeomniended.to my'cart'; attd'rficn 
tlic thoughts of ill I was Off the point of 
iofkig^ and the impoflibility that toy '^thki'g 
could m£tke me amends for the cru^l ftrokfi 
whidi levelled all my fond hopes witft tfte 
duft, robbed me for a while of the painfiil cdh^ 
cioufriefs of my mifery; I fell from wild aAtl 
frantic exclamation into a ftupor, from which 
when I recovered it was only to relapfe again 
into diftradted ravings. The intervallaft^ but 
till I heard and underftood thar ■ my ^bn • was 
gone for ever. I will fay nothing 'of« What 
became of me afterwards. To the unwearfeij 
attention of a friend I owe ity that^I y^t 
Jive.-: It was this friend, and hi^ wifej JOrf^Of 
the beft women in the world, \Vhoiw^kencii 
me to a fenfe of my duty-: ..th)eyhff\ight^\hit 
refignation by reftoring to my^ miadii a; ibnft 
of that religion I had : too much .negletSbdf ; 
but even thofe confolations; ;were e4T£bhaid:ed 
by the refledions they ;brbught:mth:tfcerfi/«ii 
my paft conduft. .I«jgretted^ ah^ho>ldtep^yi 
tkejbkxie r^ftraiht Ihadisvem/^ut^iboithq^fQiiili^ 
bacictis^QEiiiyibb^ ;i'im|)med^C{>hi^ ttotmJd^ 
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Icfs indulgence the deftrudtion of all my hap- 
•pincfs. I ha3 made him his own mafter at an 
age when other boys are ftill at fchool, and 
trufting to the goodnefs of his underftanding 
and the brilliancy of his faculties, had neglected 
to give him thofe principles without which 
THideiilanding is ufelefs, and brilliant faculties 
aft only as fatal auxiliaries to the headlong 
paflions of yoiith.^ 

* The poor fond parent, humbled in the duft, 
• ^ Now owns in tears, the punifhment was juft,' 

Yet, alas ! we do not always bear bed the ca- 
lamities to which we are ourfelves acceflary. 
The refleftion, that with a more careful and 
ftrifter education, my fon might now have been: 
living, happy himfelf and conftituting my 
happinefs, perpetually haunts me, and adds 
bitternefs to the regret I muft inceflantly fed 
through life, where not an incident occurs biit 
what reminds me of my irreparable lofir. 
As foon as I was in a condition to undertiakc 
the voyage, I embarked, not for England 
ks I originally intended, but for Bareelbha, 
where I emplowed myfelf in obeying the taft; 
defires of my fon, and the diftates of my oxfn 
rbfrowing'^beart : I ther« leariicd, tKat rfi^ 
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poor Viftorinc had left the family who had 
taken her upon charity, with an £ngli(H 
Oificer of the name of Chefterville; I had 
the confolation of believing (he fet out for 
England as his wife, and thither I immediately 
followed them ; but illnefs, the efFcd of ac- 
cumulated forrow and anxiety, detained me 
for fome weeks at Paris ; and as foon as the 
dangerous weaknefs occafioned by a bilious 
fever would permit, I came hither fromHavrc^ 
I wrote immediately to London, to engage 
various perfons in enquiries after my daughter 
and her hufband : and I w rote alfo to my fifter^ 
tvhofe refidence is in the North of England^ 
From my firft letters I have yet received no 
fatisfaftory intelligence; and to the latter, 
thofe to my fifter and my nephew, I have had 
no anfwers at all. —Yet, I will not, I ought 
not, to yield to that heavy defpondence which 
too frequently threatens to annihilate my cou- 
rage. and my faculties; I will rather confider 
iny fortunately meeting with you, Madam, as 
aa earneft that Heaven accepts my repentance 
andcwiJL reftore to me my long loft Viftorine. 
^.attradioa too power^l to be refifted, fecnKjd 
tQrin^|»el me^w^rds you^; yet it wa&?[V^^V^ 
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lovelinefs of your fonn, or the fwcetnefsof youf 
countenance^ enchanting as they are^ that cre- 
ated this fortunate fafcination ; it was that 
foft yet deep melancholy which appeared to 
poflefs you, and that look which feemed to 
promife the tendered pity for the miferies of 
others ; you were always alonc^^you were in 
mourning— you were about the age of l\t 
daughter I fought— it was even poffible you 
might be thai daughter. I clung to an idea* 
fo foothing to my fick heart, and miftook per- 
haps the powerof beauty for the force of bloods 
But however defirous of fpeaking to you, I 
was dill afraid of alarming, or of ofFeiiding 
you; and I know not how long my painful 
filencc would have lafted, had I not learned 
in the library this morning that your name 
was Chefterville. New tumults of hope and 
expeftation then feized me ; they became too 
violent to be long endured, and compelled me 
to follow and to addrefs you : thus com- 
mencing, however abruptly, an acquaintance 
which promifes to be the mod fortunate I can 
now make, rendered at prefent mod foothing 
by the intered you generoufly take in my 
forrows, and promifing hereafter to be the 

means 
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•tneans of reftoring me to all of happinefs I 
can now tafte on earth.'* 

" And yet," faid Ethelindc, " you know 
iiot all of which it is in my power to acquaint 
you.'* She then informed him of what flie 
•knew relative to Mrs, Montgomery and her 
ion, omitting only the affedion which had fo 
long fubfifted between Montgomery and her- 
self. Mr. Harcourt heard her with anxious 
concern. The inconveniencies to which his 
filler had been, and was ftill expofed, the 
involuntary abfence of a nephew whom he 
Jbad the power to render independent, and 
the uncertainty whether he might now ever 
return to poflcfs independence, were united 
to the concern with which he refleftcd on 
the fituation of his daughter : and fuch com- 
plicated anxiety drew from him tears, of which 
Ethelinde, who wept with him, could notftop 
the courfe ; when they were fuddenly inter- 
rupted by the entrance of Mifs Ludford, dreft 
for the ball. She flounced into the room, 
and \y^as walking up to the glafs which afforded 
her a furvey of her whole perfon, when flic 
faw not only Ethelinde, whom (he would 
liaTjdly have, noticed, but a gentleman with. 
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her. " I beg your pardon/* faid (he. " I 
did not know, Mifs Chefterville, that you 
had company/' 

Ethel inde then introduced Mr. Harcourt 
by his name.— It founded well, and Clarinthia 
having nothing elfe to do, deigned to enter 
into converfation with him, till he, finditig 
himfelf almoft exhaufted by the various emo- 
tions he had experienced within the laftfew 
hours, and feing it improbable that he fliould 
have any farther opportunity of converfation 
with Ethelinde that night, withdrew to hi» 
lodgings, having obtained leave to wait on 
her again the next day. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VII. 
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EL Harcourt had no fooner wkhdrawrif 
than Mifs Ludford enquired who he was# 
•^ He is," replied Ethelinde, *' the half bro- 
ther of Mrs. Montgomery, and the father of 
Mrs. Gh^fterville/' 

^* And pray where did you meet him? 
Lord! i,t is.vaftly odd he fhould come to fee 
you without waiting on papa* He comes, I 
fuppofe, from Scotland/* 

*VNo, from Jamaica; where he has lately 
ioft an only fon ; in confequence of which my 
)t)rother's wife becomes heirefs to all his im* 
raenfe fortune.*' 

This was intelligence that could not but be 
interefting to Mrs. Ludford, who at that mo* 
ment entered the room, and to whom Cla- 
rinthia immediately communicated ic. No- 
thing was to her fo mortifying as to fuppofc 
that any other family, and ftill more thofc 
branches of her own whom (he confidered as 
dependant and impoveriOied, Ihould be pof- 
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fefled of affluence fuperior or even equal to 
that from which (he derived her own confe- 
quence. Her ample vifage glowed with the 
fudden emotion of furprife and pain this in- 
telligence gave her; and turning haugTitify 
towards Ethelinde, (he faid— " A great for- 
tune ? Truly that's a likely ftory. Pray, child, 
is this an invention of the perfon who has been 
here, or your own ?" 

*' Neither, Madam/* replied Ethelinde 
with fome fpirit. " To what end (hould he 
invent, or (hould I repeat a falfehood fo ridi- 
culoufly ufelefs, and fo eafily detedled.*' 

" It is impofiible it Ihould be true, howe- 
ver," returned Mrs, Ludford : *' for I am fure 
if there had been any fuch man of large for- 
tune in Jamaica, Mr. Ludford muft have 
known him. He that has fuch great con- 
fignments from the Ifland ! Call your father, 
Clary, I'm determmed to know, however." 

Ethelinde, the agitation of whofe fpirits 
this converfation was ill calculated to -foothe 
and co^pofe, would willingly have efcaped 
from the room ; but as Qie arofe to depart, 
Mr. Ludford waddled into the room ; and his 
wife eagerly put the queftion to him whether 

there 
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there was any fuch perfon as a Mr. Harcour^ 
of very great property in Jamaica ? 

** Aye to be fiire there is," rephed he ; 
*^ and what then ?" 

Mrs. Ludford, again changing countenance, 
informed him of what Ethehnde had told her; 
and had hardly concluded her account, before 
the eager defire of accumulating money, the 
latent but ftrongeft principle in the heavy mind 
of old Ludford, was fuddenly roufed— -*^ Blefs 
my foul," ciied he, rubbing his hands, ** has 
^r. Harcourt himfelf been here ? I wifh I 
iad feen him. His confignments are very 
confiderable— I wifli I could have paid my 
refpcdts to him. His confignments, I 
know, are very capital indeed — very capital 
—and not a (hilling advance ever expeded 
-from his merchant. I heartily wifh, my 
^ear, you had called me down." 

** Lord, papa," faid Clarinthia, '^wharfig- 
jiifies his confignments; I am fure you have 
bufinefs enough ; and for my part I wifli you'd 
have done with it quite, inftcad of flaving al- ^ 
ways for more money. Come now don't let us 
ilay talking about fuch things, 1 defire of you ; 

but 
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but let us go to the rooms. The coach has 
been waiting this half hour/* 

Ludford had now Harcourt's confignments, 
and the probability of his getting them trans- 
ferred to his own hdufe, fo ftrong in his head^ 
that inftead of complying with the wifties of 
Mifs Clarinthia, or attending %o her impa*" 
tience,he was meditating how toinfinuate him- 
felf immediately into the favor of the rich 
planter. — ** Suppofe, love," faid he, addreff- 
ing himfelf to his wife, (who fat fanning her*- 
felf, half out of breath at the profpeft of the 
hitherto indigent Ethelinde and her brother 
being raifed to affluence by this newly difco- 
vered relation)—" Suppofe, love, we fend a 
complaifant card, and invite Mr. Harcourt t« 
dinner to-morrow. It will be but common 
civility, you know, and I dare fay he will take 
it kind. Blefs me, L wonder I never heard of 
his landing—I wonder what fliip he came in; 
but we will invite him to dinner, Dolly — (hall 
we?" 

" With all my heart, Mr. Ludford, '•^ faid 
the lady indignantly, *' with all my heart, 
if you mean as one gentleman to another out 
ofhofpitalityi but I hope you don't think of 

cringing 
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cringing to him for confignments. 1 bicfs 
God, you are now in a Jitiation not to need 
any fuch proceeding ; and I am fure my fon 
Rupert would not approve of your letting 
yourfelf down to aik favours of the King him- 
felf.*' 

*^ Not a{k favours?" cried Ludford, whofe 
pride yielded to his avarice. " 1 am fure your 
fon Rupert fpends money fall enough ; and 
he ought not to be above any honeft means 
of getting it. Befides Tvc always wiftied fot 
the confignments of that eftate; theyVc the 
beft on the Ifland ; and if I could get them, 
more fugars would be entered at the port of 
Briftol, configned to Ludford and Company, 
than there is for Grubworth, Grinder, Still, 
Manchineel and Company ; and let me tell 
you, Dolly, that is a thing not to bedefpif • ' " 

Ethelinde now filently withdrew to her 
room, leaving them to fettle this matter as they 
would. The dialogue had, however, forcibly 
brought to her mind the fpeech which her 
brother juft before his departure made on the 
attention he (hould meet with from the Lud- 
ford's when he obtained a Qiare of Harcourt's 
fortune j. and (he could not but refleft vjvtVv 
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thankfulnefs on the certainty there now was 
that her brother was not only fecure of 
affluence, but would be enabled to difchargc 
his pecuniary obligations to Sir Edward ; and 
that Mrs. Montgomery had no longer any oc- 
cafion to remain in France waiting the preca- 
rious iflue of a law fuit ; but then the uncer- 
tainty whether either Chefterville or Montgo- 
mery might ever return to enjoy the fortune 
which now awaited them, ftruck cold on her 
heart, and deftroyed all the agreeable vifions 
which her late acquired friend had raifed in 
her mind. Athoufand projedlsnow fuggefted 
themfelves to her ; but they all ended in the 
painful convidlion that (lie could do nothing 
to expedite the return of her brother and her 
lover, except writing, to every place wTiere if 
wa* poffible letters might reach them ; and on 
that iubjeft, as well as on fending a meflenger 
to Lyons, at which Mr. Harcourt had hinted 
the evening before, (he determined to confult 
him the next morning, when he had engaged ^ 
her to meet him early on their ufual walk. 
So various were the emotions that this fudden 
change of fortune had given rife to in the mind 
of Ethelinde, that (he could now fleep ; but at 

the 
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the dawn of day was drefled, and waiting 
with impatfence for the hour of rendezvous. 
Before its arrival, however, Ethelinde, to her 
infinite fatisfaftion, received (forwarded from 
Brackwood, from whence it had been long ia 
its paflage) a letter from Mrs. Montgomery, 
informing her that hopelefs of a fpeedy deter- 
mbation of her law-fuit, and uneafy at the fi- 
tuation of her beloved Ethelinde, which, from 
the two letters (lie had received from her, was, 
flic found, far from pleafant, flie had deter- 
mined to haften to England ; and defired her 
to prepare, in purfuance of the wifties and 
parting injunftions of their mutually dear 
Montgomery, for entire fequeftration at Graf- 
mere. 

* With this welcome letter in her hand, Ethe- 
linde haftened to meet Mr. Harcourt. She 
found him apparently in weaker health than 
the day before ; but the fight of his fitter's 
hand feemed to revive him. — '^ I have not 
then loft every thing," faid he. " After an 
abfence of fo many years, I (hall embrace my 
Caroline, and enjoy at leaft the fatisfadtion of 
placing her above the inconveniences (he has 
too long fo nobly ftruggled with. Let w^^ 
Vol. V, H \on€{\^^ 
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lovelieft Mifs Chefterville, let us confider this 
as the omen of our future good fortune, and 
let us foothc our otherwife infupportable anx- 
iety by the hope that Viftorine, Montgomery, 
and Chefterville, will before many months arc 
chipfed — ^" He paufed a moment, fighed, 
and then in a lower voice faid — ^' Ah! 
dreamer that I am ! Thus it was that I fondly^ 
anxioufly watched the return of him, who did 
indeed return, not as my fanguine expeftation 
painted him, but to have his premature grave 
watered by the tears of a father, who can now 
never expert happinefs ! Should my daugh- 
ter, Qiould my nephe\v, be deftined fo to meet 
me ! Pardon me, deareft Mifs Chefterville," 
continued he, feeing Ethelinde extremely af- 
fefted by this dreadful idea—" pardon me, 
I ought not, 1 know, to fink my own fpirits, 
or difturb your's by images fo painful ; but I 
have fufFered fo much — my nerves are fo 
fliaken, that they intrude upon me in fpite 
of myfelf. I have been long a lonely and 
unhappy wanderer, and have fancied myfelf 
a being to whom nobody would attend but 
through mercenary motives, nobody liften, but 
in hopes of fome advantage from the calami- 
ties 
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ties T deplored, and now, when I have found 
in your gentle pity a balm for my wounded 
fpirit, I feem to find relief from communi- 
cating the terrors which in fpite of reafon ftill 
haunt me.'* 

Ethelinde, who, from the excefs of her ten* 
dernefs for Montgomery, was eafily alarmed, 
felt that thefe terrifjdng apprehenfions were 
indeed communicated moft painfully to her 
anxious bofom ; but (he endeavoured to con- 
ceal the efFeft they had upon her, and to fpeak 
chearfully. She fucceeded fo well as to turn 
Mr. Harcourt's mind again towards his fifter; 
and on confulting the date of her letter, they 
found that (lie was. probably already in Lon- 
don, or would be there in a very few days. 

The impatience with which they both de* 
fired to accelerate a meeting fo long wilhed 
for, made them equally averfe to the delay 
which muft be created by Mr. Harcourt's ac- 
cepting the invitation to dinner, fo officiouflf 
made by Mr. Ludford; out on refleftion, 
Ethelinde con(idered that her going with Mr. 
Harcourt, to whom (he was almoft a ftranger^ 
to Mrs. Montgomery's lodgings, where (he 
might not yet be arrived, would be impaidetv^ 

H 2 -accv^ 
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and that it would be better only to write thither, 
and to wait till thev heard from Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, before they left Southampton. In the 
mean time, Mr. Harcourt, with whatever re- 
luftance, determined to accept the politeneft 
of Mr.Ludford. The fordid foul of the money- 
loving trader, never more evidently appeared 
than in the behaviour of Mr. Ludford towards 
his newly made acquaintance, whom he treated 
with fatiguing and fawning civility ; as well 
as towards Ethel inde, with whom he had till 
now hardly exchanged ten words fince (he be- 
came refident in his houfe. He now afFeSed 
to call her his niece; while Mrs. Ludford, not 
able to conquer the envy and malignity of her 
narrow and felfifh heart, could no farther com-* 
mand herfelf than to refrain from treatin g Ethe- 
linde with her ufual haughty afperity. Still, 
howevcr,{heafrefted for her contemptuous pity, 
more difficult either to be borne or repelled 
than aftual rudenefs. She fpoke to her with 
that kind of forced condefcenfion with which 
the rich and profperous frequently chufe, un- 
der the femblance of goodnefs, to infult thofe 
who, having been once equal or fuperior, are 
by fome caprice of fortune thrown accidentally 

below 
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below them in pecuniary circumftances* Mr. 
Harcourt, who was exadtly that kind of man 
to vvhofe lively fenfibility, and generous atten- 
tion to the feelings of another, fuch behaviour 
was calculated to difguft and evert render un- 
eafy, grew towards the hour of tea extremely 
reftlefs. The whole day had been to him a 
dby of tortures : but they were not yet at an 
end: Mifs Clarinthia had fomehow con- 
trived to introduce a long fentimental dif- 
CQurfe on friendfkip and fine feelings, which 
at length her mother thus interrupted, Edic- 
.Knde having for a moment left the room, 

" Yes, Clarinthia, my dear; you have in- 
deed very excellent notions of friendlhip. I 
blefs God 1 have always brought you. up not 
. to confider fo much the difference of people's 
.ftations as their merit; and your regard for 
:. my niece, poor thing, is a proof of it. It 
, were to be wi(hed indeed poor Ethy had been 
more lucky in the world : however, proyi* 
- dence you fee, Mr. Harcourt, has raifed her 
. up friends, and I hope, poor thing, (he will 
.do well. ''^ 

To Harcourt, this canting jargon would 
\ have been altogether unintelligible^ had he ^ 
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not underftood from Ethelinde the fitnation 
in which her father died, and from his ob- 
fervation on the manners of the family (he 
was now with, conceived the utmoft diflike to 
them, and regret that (he was compelled a 
moment longer to be obliged to them. 

When Mrs. Ludford, therefore, concluded 
her laft fpeech, all his complaifance prevented 
him not from cafting on her a look of min- 
gled difdain and anger. — " You hope Mifs 
CheAervillc will do well. Madam ? doubt k 
not. If the moft exalted, the moft unaffedked 
merit, entitles it*s poffeffor to good, fortune, 
who has ib juft a claim ? On the caprice of 
fortune, however, Ihe will now no longer de- 
pend; for her brother will have property 
which will enable him to fecure to her fuch a 
provilion as (he deferves, and till his arrival 
it (hall be my care that (he feel none of the 
inconveniencies to which (he has hitherto I 
fcai* been too much expofed.'* 

*^ If Ethdinde has complained of hcrjltuh 
ii€m^ Sir," faid Mrs. Ludtbrd, colouring, " (he 
is» I mull lay, very ungratdul. 1 have tpeated 
)^W like my ovn child, thougti (he knows 
^^"^ wtU thtt Ihc ncTcr would accept my 

inricauon 
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invitation while any other of her relations 
would receive her. I overlooked it becaufc 
(he was my niece, and an orphan, poorthing; 
but otherwife it muft be owned that it was 
rather grating to think that my own lifter's 
daughter (hould prefer other people. For my 
part, Mr. Harcourt, 1 am fure I would not fay 
a word for the world to prejudice you againft 
her. No, very far from it; but this I muft 

fay " 

111 health, misfortune, and a long habit ot 
feeing all around him obedient to his com- 
mands, had given to the temper of Harcourt 
a degree of afperity and impatience, when 
people he difliked thwarted or fatigued him, 
and he now could not forbear interrupting the 
eloquent harangue, by which Mrs. Ludford 
feemed difpofed to difplay her own goodnefs, 
with — " Dear Madam, excufe me; I can 
hear nothing, that can . prejudice me againft 
Mifs Chefterville; my opinion of her is fixed 
for ever. It is very poffible that you have 
been very kind to her ; but allow me to fay, 
that in my mind you derive more honor from 
fuch a niece than from any other circumftance 
either of fituation or fortune. A ftranger 

H 4, CSCMCVJ^X. 
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cannot behold her with Indifference. What 
then ought to be the effed of fuch perfeftion 
on the hearts of thofe who are fo happy as to 
be her relations.'* 

This fpeech filenced the two ladies for a 
moment, while they tried to conquer the 
fpleen it excited; andHarcourt, dreading the 
arrival of Ludford and his fon, who we're 
fummoned to tea, took the opportunity af- 
forded by this interval to rife, and wifhing 
them a good night, he haftened away. 

*^ There!'* cried the elder lady, as foon as 
he was gone; *' there ! This is the return I 
get for my generofity. Proud of ^^r indeed! 
Yes to be fure ; I wonder for what ?" 

'^ Of her beauty. Mama,'' cried Clarinthia, 
with a laugh forced to conceal a difpofition to 
cry. " Don't you fee that her beauty is the 
thing. Mr. Harcourt, difmal and deplora- 
ble as he is, is not fo old but what Mifs has 
known how to throw out her love for him. 
If (lie had not been a beauty, we fhould have 
heard neither his fine praifes nor his fine pro- 
mifes." 

** What do you mean,** exclaimed Mrs. 
Ludfordit ** You don't fuppofe furely that Mr* 

Harcourt 
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Harcourt would marry fuch a girl as-Ethy. . 
Befides is Ihe not engaged to that fellow, that 
youQg Scotchman that is gone on awildgoofe: 
cYisSq to Ingee y* 

*' Well, what fignifies that. He may ne-- 
ver come back, you know, or if he does, his 
complaining will fignify nothing when his un- 
cle has carried away his fair one. Oh! you 
don't know, Mkma, indeed you don't, the de- 
ceit fome people arc capable of.. I am fure 1 
had once a very different opinion of Ethe— 
Knde, but fome kte circumftanccs have con- 
vinced me that the fympathetic tendernefs of: 
my own hearthas again ^d^eived me. Yet I 
wifli her well, I am fure; and if (he does 
marry this rich Weft Indian, 1 heartily hope- 
die will be very happy,"" 

^* She (hall not, I am determined (he (hall; 
not marry. Mr. Harcourt. Am I not her 
neareft relation ? and fhall I fuffer fuch. a. 
thing? no — I take care.'* 

*^ Well; but, dear Ma^am, confider Sir 
Sdward Newenden only has power over hen . 
He is her guardian ; and if you • fufpedt any 
fuch thing had you not better write* to him. . 

H5 he 
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He is much belied^ you know, if he has not 
fome intereft in keeping her fingle/* 

While thefe ladies were thus canvafling the 
future poffible advantages of Ethelinde^ and 
wiflbing to counteract them, (he was writing 
the letters which had been agreed upoa be- 
tween her and Mr. Harcourt to Montgomery 
and her brother; and fending forth impa- 
tient wifhes for the return of Mrs, Montgo- 
mery. Three or four days, however, wore 
away, before the welcome letter arrived which 
informed her that (he was in London, and 
anxioufly expefted her lovely young friend to 
join her there, and accompany her to Graf- 
mere. 

Mr. Harcourt and Ethclinde now loft not a 
moment in preparing for their departure; 
while Mrs.. Ludford, mingling the bittereft 
farcafms with affefted kindnefs, was com- 
pelled to fee her niece withdrawn from her 
oftentatious proteftion, and Clarinthia felt at 
once relieved by the abfence of one whofe 
fuperior attractions threatened a diminution of 
that admiration (he defired to monopolize^ 
and mortified by believing that her hitherto 
indigent and dependent coufin would be ena- 
bled 
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bled to move in a fphere fuperior even to her 
own. 

Ethelinde took leave of them with her ufual^ 
fweetnefs, and thanked them with as much 
grateful fenfibility as if (he had never had 
reafon to complain of their reluftant and 
fometimes infulting good offices. Harcourt 
was much relieved by the certainty of his- 
filter's fafe arrival ; and though he was ftill 
languid and low, the tears which he (hed 
were thofe which the warmth of reviving hope 
draws from an heart that has long felt only/ 
the cold apathy oftorpiddefpair. . 

Their journey was rapidly performed; but 
a few miles before they reached London, 
Ethelinde concerted with her fellow traveller/ 
a little plan to prevent Mrs, Montgomery's 
being too much furprifed by the fight of a . 
brother from whom (he. had been fo many 
years -divided. . 

On their arrival in Portland ftreet, as it was 
fummer, and not more than fix o'clock, Mrs. 
Montgomery, who expedled Ethelinde with > 
impaiient folicitude, came down herfelf to the 
door on hearing the chaife ftop. Echelinde> 
fpringing out, was immediately in her arms. 



■i 



15^ ft t « ft t 1 » D E, OR 

and they went together into the parlour, 
where Ihe endeavoured to recover her emo- 
tion enough to announce Mr. Harcourt 
yithout doing it abruptly ; but the pale and 
altered figure of her friend, the faded yet 
interefting likenefs to that face ever ftrongly 
prefent to her imagination, had ftruck her 
with a^ variety of fenfations fo painful, that 
(lie was entirely without power to do it; and 
Mrs. Montgomery perceiving fomething un^ 
ufual in her manner, was alarmed by an idea, 
ever too forward to prefent itfelf to her anx- 
ious heart, that fome unfavourable accounts 
had been received of the veffel in which 
Montgomery was embarked. " You know 
nothing of Charles ?" faid ilie, fixing her 
penetrating eyes on thofe of Ethelinde with a 
look of uneafy enquiry — '' Have accounts 
been received of the (hip's touching at Ma- 
deira ? Have any accounts come -" She 

flopped, as if hardly daring to afk more. 
" Alas ! no !** replied Ethelinde, who caught 
her alarm inftantly; ^' why do you afk ? 
Surely you have heard nothing ? Has there 
been any report of — " 

V I hope 
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<^ I hope not,^* replied Mrs. Montgo- 
mery ; *^ but I thought by your looks that 
you had fomething to relate. I am too eafily 
alarmed. God knows how I, who cannot a 
moment take my thoughts from my fon, (hall 
he able to endure the long long exile to 
which he is condemned. Ah ! Ethelinde ! 
f (hould he do otherwife than well, how fball 
1 regret having confented to, and even ad- 
vifed his voyage. I feel however that if that 
(hould happen, my anguifh, though it muft 
la(t to the end of my life, will be of veiy 
fliort continuance." Overwhelmed by ten- 
dernefs and forrow, Mrs. Montgomery now 
gave way to a flood of tears : but Ethelinde, 
while (he accompanied her, acquired courage 
to fay — " My dear Madam, you gue(red 
truly that I had fomething to relate ; but my 
intelligence is fuch as to give you only plea- 
fure.*' 

*^ Relates it to my fon then ?" 

*^ Not immediately to him : but you have 
other relations — other friends — of whofe health 
and arrival in England you would certainly 
rejoice to hear/* 

!^ Other 
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^< Other relations ! Alas no ! I bad indeed' 
a brother ; but it is now long iince I heard 
from him. He is^ if not dead, loil to me. 
Another climate^ other connedions, . a differ- 
ent mode of life, have obliterated from his 
mind the memory of his country, and that 
afieftion for his fifter which he never had- 
indeed many opportunities of indulging." 

Ethelinde then informed her that the bro- 
ther whom (he fuppofed had forgotten her, 
was at that moment waiting impatiently at 
her door. The joy and furprife of this intel- 
ligence almoft deprived Mrs. Montgomery 
of her recoUedtion : nor were the feeble fpi- 
rits of Mr. Harcourt lefs agitated in em- 
bracing a fifter whom he had not feen for fo 
many years. As foon as they became a litde 
more compofed,. Harcourt would have enr 
tered on his own melancholy hiftory and 
have fpokcn of his fon ; — a fubjedt from which 
his thoughts were never long detached. But 
Ethelinde, who knew how ill he could Tuf- 
tain the recolleftion of circumftances fo paia- 
ful, and how diftreffing the recital would be 
to the harrafled mind of Mrs. Montgomery^ 

prevaikd 
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prevailed upon him to leave it to her to in- 
form his fifter of all thofc particulars of which 
fhe was ignorant : and at length faw them 
feparate for the night with more compofure 
than (he had fuppofed they could have known 
after the tumultuous and painful pleafure of a 
meeting fo unezpedted.. 



CHAP- 
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A RLY the next" morning Ethelindc at* 
tending at the bed fide ot Mrs. Montgomery,, 
related to her the circumftances by which 
Mr. Harcourt became deprived of his chil- 
dren, and fought in Viftorine and Montgo- 
mery heirs to his immenfe pofleffions. The 
tears which the diftrefs of her brother drew 
from her, were mingled with thofe of the 
deepeft regret for the departure of her fon;: 
which Ihe now accufed herfelf of having raflily 
precipitated. She attempted with her ufual 
firmnefs of mind to check the exceffive pain 
this idea gave her; but Ethelmde fawv it. 
through all her endeavours to Uifleit: flie 
faw with aftonifhment that it took every mo^ 
ment flronger pofleffion of her mind, and that 
fomething like a prc(entiment of evil hung 
heavily on her fpirits,. which neither her rea- 
fon, nor her reliance on heaven, could enable- 
her 10 ihake off. She faid indeed but little; 

and. 
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and fought to excufe her tears and her de- 
jed:ion by the part Ihe took in the deep con- 
cern and declining health of her brother : 
but Ethelinde, who from the fears that pof- 
ieffed her own heart was too well enabled to 
judge of thofe that corroded the heart of Mrs. 
Montgomery, found that the ftrength of 
mind which had in fo many trials fupported 
her, funk entirely before the fearful idea of 
having fent her fon from her to return no 
more ; and that the affluence which was now 
affured to her, far from giving her any fatis- 
fadtion, was rendered not only taftelefs but 
painful, fince it had arrived too late to fave 
her from a facrifice which (he now perpetu- 
ally accufed herfelf of having needlefsly made^ 
Her mind, relieved from the neceflity of 
any attention to pecuniary matters, had lei- 
fure to dwell inceflantly on that one objeft ; 
and her imagination, warm and tender, was 
perpetually employed in reprefenting every 
mode by which misfortune might reach the 
dear objedt of her folicitude, of whom Qie 
BOW hardly ever fpoke without tears ; and to 
think on whom without ioterruption (he 

would 
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would frequently (hut herfelf up for many- 
hours in darknefs, being at times unable to 
bear even the company of Ethelinde, which 
had been once fo foothing to her ; gr to hear 
the fighs of her brother, whofe curelefs for- 
rows for an only fon feemed to reprefent 
thofe (he was fo foon to experience. In al )out 
a week this melancholy party fet out for 
Grafmere; where Mrs» Montgomery Ian- 
guilhed to be : and whither Mr. Harcouit 
was glad to accompany her, to await what 
he could not yet expedt for fome monthsj 
the arrival of Vidlorine and her hufband. 
Ethelinde, opprefled as (he was by her fears 
for Montgomery^ which his mother's dreadful 
defpondence rendered fo terrible to her, was 
compelled to exert herfelf to direct every 
thing for their journey and to fupport them 
on their way :. for Mr. Harcourt's health be- 
came every day more uncertain; and the 
mind of his filler feemed in the pain of incer^- 
titude to have loft at once all it's vigour; 
fhe could no longer beftow any attention, oa 
the common bu(inefs of life ; and on. more 
material points, if Harcourt evjer confulted 

her^ 
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her, fhe would declare herfelf incapable of 
giving any advice. '* If Charles was here,** 
(he would fay, " he would do every thing. 
If Charles was in England, you, my brother, 
would have the beft and moft aftive agent. 
But he, perhaps, may revifit England no 
more !" The private and various uneafinefs 
which Harcourt felt, and the preflbre of bo- 
dily infirmity, was increafed by obferving 
this fickly defpondency obfcure the elevated 
mind of his filter : but his own fpirit, broken 
by forrow and pain, could make no fuccefs- 
ful effort to chear her ; and without the gen- 
tle and inceflant attentions of Ethelinde they 
would both have funk under their fufferings 
before it was polfible for any of thofe perfons 
to arrive who occafioned their folicitude. 

Ethelinde gave herfelf up to the melan- 
choly but not unpleafing taik with equal he- 
roifm and tendernefs. Harcourt was often fo 
ill as to make an attendant neceffary both 
night and day ; and while he became fo habi- 
tuated to her afliftance that he would receive 
his medicines from no other hand, (he was, 
for many nights^ when his complaints re- 
curred 



164 ETHELINDE) OH 

curred with great violence, obliged to watch 
by Ills bed fide, not without frequent fears 
that the deep melancholy into which Mrs. 
Montgomery had fallen, would be rendered 
incurable by the accumulated forrow that the 
death of her brother would inflift. From his 
chamber, it was her daily occupation, during 
five or fix weeks that he lay dangeroully ill, 
to go to that of Mrs. Montgomery, (who, 
when he was worft, had not courage to vifit 
him,) to rcprefent his fituation in the mod 
favourable light, and to ehcar her fpirits with 
bones of good news from India : and this (he 
often executed with a frame exhaufted with 
fatigne, and all that ficknefs of the heart 
which arifes from hope long delayed. When 
both Mrs. Montgomery and her brother were 
in more fupportable healthy (he read to them 
wlxole days, and found that books alone were 
capable of detaching their thoughts a mo- 
ment from their anxieties. This redoubled 
her zeal, and lightened her fatigue ; and if 
at any time fhe found her fpirhs finking, (he 
remembered that Qie was the fole dependence 
of Montgomery's mother and uncle, and 

firom. 
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from that reflcdion (he acquired new cou- 
rage. Thus pall the months of September, 
October, and November : Chefterville and 
his wife had been gone ever fince February : 
the letters which Mr. Hi; court and Ethelinde 
had difpatched to them in June, had proba- 
bly reached them at Jamaica in Auguft ; and 
if, as it was moft likely, they direftly took 
(hipping to return, they might now be in 
l:x)ndon. But the month of December and 
part of January elapfed, before a letter from 
XDhefl-erville, dated at Portfmouth, informed 
Mr. Harcourt (who had defired him to direft 
to his merchant in London, who now for- 
warded the letter,) that he was landed in 
England, with Viftorine, and a little boy, of 
whom (he had been delivered before they 
embarked. 

This welcome intelligence feemed to give 
new life to Mr. Harcourt. He prefTed his 
lifter and Ethelinde to accompany him in- 
ftantly to London. But Mrs. Montgomery, 
though (he (incerely (liared his felicity, could 
not determine to be prefent at a meeting 
•which would ferve only to remind her of that 

\nVv\Ocv 
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which (he fo much more ardentlv defired.' 
and Ethclinde, however rejoicing in the good 
fortune of her brother, would on no account 
leave her. Mr. Harcourt therefore departed 
alone for London, where he met his daugh- 
ter with emotions of mingled pain and pleafur6 
fo violent, as threatened to (hatter his weak- 
ened frame to its diflblution. The tran(it'ion 
from that indigence which had been relieved 
only by the friendly interpofition of Sir Ed- 
ward Newenden, to affluence exceeding his 
moft fanguine hopes, had, on the warm un- 
fteady temper of Chefterville, an intoxicating 
effeft. Harcourt, pleaf(*d with his figure, his 
vivacity, and thai air of fa{hion which be- 
fpoke him at once well born and well edu- 
cated, faw none of his faults ; and the beauty 
and fprightly fimplicity of his daughter in- 
fpired him with the tendereft fenfations of 
paternal fondnefs. He thought he could ne- 
ver do enough to make up to her the long 
negledt he had been guilty of, nor be grate- 
ful enough to Chefterville for having fnatched 
her from precarious poverty and mortifying 
dependance. He took therefore an houfe 

for 
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'for them in Portland Place, which he fur- 
nifhed in a fuperb tafte, and purchafed for 
Vidorine carriages, cloaths, and jewels ; and 
he delighted to contemplate her thus adorned, 
and to trace in her lovely figure and ani- 
mated countenance the refemblance to her 
mother, whom he had once fondly loved, 
and with whofe premature death he fre- 
quently reproached himfelf. He beheld 
Chefterville with almoft equal regard. That 
mixture of thoughtleflhefs and fpirit, theeafy 
gaiety which the difficulties he had encoun- 
tered had not diminilhed, and which while |it 
became his age and figure did not appear to 
leffen the fufceptibility of his heart, was fufficient 
to fecure him Harcourt's attachment ; but when 
with fo many outward perfedtions, he confidered 
him as having loved and refcued Vidorine, this 
regard arofe to infatuation, which even the er- 
rors that he could not long conceal were in- 
fufficient for fome time to cure; for even thofe 
errors were converted into perfcftions by the 
tranfmuting power of that partiality which 
Harcourt had conceived for him ; and tho* 
his expences foon exceeded the ample fum 
which his father in law had affigned to his ufe^ 
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they were confidered only as inftances of 
proper fpirit and commendable pride, which 
made him very naturally defirous of returning 
into that rank of life in which he had a right 
to appear, vyhile at the fame time he did ho- 
nor to his benefaftor, 

Viftorine, as thoughtlefs and lively as her 
hufband, entered with all the avidity of her 
age and charafter into fcenes which from 
their novelty became irrefiftibly attradtive. 
Her youth, her beauty, her utter ignorance of 
the world, and the foreign accent that added 
a peculiar charm to the fimplicity of her con- 
verfation, drew round her a multitude of ad- 
mirers. • She was pleafed with their flattery, 
and being naturally a coquet, encouraged it ; 
while her female acquaintance made at ran- 
dom, and confiding chiefly of young married 
women as volatile as herfelf, were but little 
calculated to check her giddy career. For 
the firft two or three months her father rather 
encouraged than checked that rage for amufe- 
ment, which kept her at her toilet till dinner, 
in company from that time till five or fix the 
next morning, and invifible to him till the 

dinner 
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dinner of the following day. Towards fpring, 
however, he had another fevere attack of the 
bilious complaint which had fo often reduced 
him to the brink of the grave : and then it 
was that he miffed the fympathizing foftnefs 
of Ethelinde. His daughter indeed loved 
him, and enquired tenderly after him two 
or three times a day; but his only conftant 
nurfc was an old houfekeeper, who confulted 
her own cafe much more than the alleviation 
of his infirmities; who would frequently 
bufy herfelf in putting his apartment to 
rights when he was difpofed to fleep, and 
who, when he lay reftlefs and in pain, was 
much oftener fnoring in her chair than atten- 
tive to the means of his relief; fo, that the 
fatigue of awakening her being more than 
he could encounter, he fometimes miffed his 
medicines; and fometimes became fo low, 
from this defertion of Viftorine, that,'^ when 
he did take them, they loft their efficacy. 

Cheftervillc had by this time been initi- 
ated anew into thofe fcenes where h-e had 
formerly been fo great a fufferer» He was 
now lefs a dupe^ but their efftrds on his 

V<^L» V. I • morals 
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onord^ and tis temper were more likely tQ 
4)6 permanent. He played with greater 
4:a.ution; but the love of play took fafter 
Jtao]4 of his heart. He pliuiged into expences 
which he knew Harcourt's fortune could 
:fupport him in: but by degrees the love 
.pf moni^y, or rather o£ thofc luxuries and 
indulgencies which nothing but the poflcffion 
^f it could fccure him, blunted his feelings. 
He had not yet feen his filter fince his return 
^o England. He had talked ind;eed frc- 
^quently of going down to Grafmere, fince 
;lhe ,could not be prevailed upon to come to 
liondon; but fomcthing or other always 
Jbappened to delay his journey.— .—The wea- 
ther was dreadful ; or Vidtorine had ma4$ 
-an engagement ; or Mr. Harcourt was ill :-^ 
;and by degrees he grew weaf y of excufeSii 
lofing, with the inclinatioa to fee his fift^ 
<even the wifh to conceal his negledl and u.n-? 
kindnefs by plaufible pretences : and with 
all the outward appearance of a man of the 
very firfl ton, he gradually acquired the cd- 
ious and fclfifh infenfibility which are fup- 
jjofed too often to accompany boundlefe 

pro^fity 
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)Fpcrity and nncontrouled gratification, 
iiclindc, who knew her brother too well, 
i dreaded this relapfe : and her fufpicion 
It all her fears were ^realized, incrcafed 
ten, after maay evafions of his long pro- 
fed vifit, Chefterville at length informed 
% ia the only letter he had written to 
r for two months, that it would be ihi- 
flibie for him to fee her for fome time 
left fhc could refolve to come to London ; 
• that Mr. Harcourt, who was now fome- 
zt recovered of a tedious illtiefs, had de- 
mined to" go as foon as he was well enough, 
the feat he had purchafed in Worcefter- 
re, wlicre he had never yet been; and 
It they ftiould be eftablifhed there for the 
t of the yeaf. The whole letter was 
Id, »nd Ethelinde thought haughty and 
afting.— It fpoke of improvements and 
pcnfive alterations intended to be made at 
s fuperb place: and mentioned eight or 
I thoufand pounds which Mr. Harcourt 
ended to expend in enlarging a piece of 
Ccr, and removing a hill that intercepted 
: view of it from the houfe : and he added 
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— -." You fee, dear fifter, how diiEcult it 
will be for me to find time for a journey 
into the north this fummer ; and I wifli you 
could make it convenient to come to us, 
:and that Mrs. Montgomery could accom- 
pany you : a wi(h in which my wife very 
iincerely joins with, dear Ethy, your's af- 
fectionately, though in great hafte, 

H. Chesterville.'* 
Over this letter, which Ethelinde would 
tiot (hew to Mrs. Montgomery, (he ftied the 
bittereft tears which had fallen from her eyes 
fincc the death of her father. In all her 
other trials — in the comfortlefs fociety of the 
Woolaftons, and vulgar infults of the Lud- 
fords— in her own indigent circumftances— 
even in the abfeace of the man (life adored— 
there was fomething not unpleafing mingled 
with her forrov/s. — But here, in the nciiltct 
and ingratitude of her brother — of him 
whom (he had fo tenderly loved — for whom 
(he had unrepiningly fuflerec^ — there was an- 
guifh, to the endurance of vrhich her refolu- 
tion was quite unequal. She law in his be- 
iiaviojur to her more than neglect — Qic faw, 

with 
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with great reluftancc, that while he could 
not well avoid giving her a cold and barely 
civil invitation, it was not his intention fhe 
fhould accept it. He had difcovered that 
Mr. Harcourt's fortune, fplendid as it was, 
was not at all more than he (hould himfelf 
have occafion for: and he did not wifh that 
Montgomery, of whom his uncle fpokc 
with great afFedion; or Ethelinde, whom 
he pr6feffed to love as well as his own 
daughter; or Mrs. Mbntgomery; flioiild 
poffcfs a large, or indeed any Ihare of what 
he fo well knew how to difpofe of. But 
fetely confcious of this narrow principle 
himftlf, he had' not been able to difguKe 
it even in the (hort letter he wrote to his 
fitter; but (b rapid and' rrrefiFtible is the 
progrcfs of felfifli avarice when once it feizes 
on the human heart, that Ethelinde had 
hardly received the letter fooner than Chcl' 
tcrville had perfuaded himfelf of the juftice 
of what he defired.— '^ What claim," cried 
he, as he argued the matter with himfelf, — 
■^* what claim has Montgomery to any part 
of Harcourt's fortutie ? he is only the fon of 

I 3 \Cv^ 
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his half fifter, and certainly ought not to 
deprive my wife of any (hare of her inherit- 
ince^ Befidcs, 'tis ten to one if ever h'C re- 
turns from the Eaft Indies. As to his mo- 
ther, what ufe has an old woman for money; 
if Harcourt gives her a little decent annuity 
it is quite enough. As to Ethy indeed, 1 
ihould be glad to be fure to have her pro- 
perly provided for; and if Harcourt has a 
niind to make her a prefent of a thoufand 
or fifteen hundred pounds it may not be 
amifs; but as fhe intends to mope away her 
life in that out of the way place with Mont- 
gomery's mother, I fee no fort of ufe in her 
having more ; and I cannot think it other- 
wife than an unjufl robbery of my fon, who 
has furely the beft right to all his grandfa- 
ther has, that I do not want : befidcs, I may 
liave A large family, and ^twill be hard to 
have that money given to others which 
ought to be a provifion for my younger 
children." 

Thus argued the man, who had only a 
few months before received his fifter's jewels, 
and difpofed of them for hb fupport; who 

had 
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had been oWiged to Mt)titgomtry fbt hi8> 
maintenance whiic ift prifon; and who noM^' 
frequetifly hazarded, at gatrreis of chaticc, 
more than four tim^s the flmi Which hfe 
thought a fufHcJtent provifion for that fifter; 
tnd too much for that generous difmret-efted 
friend, of whofe death he thought with iti- 
difference, and whofe unwearied ftiendfliip- 
he had forgotten. 

Ethelinde, while (he felt and deplbred ill 
filence this cruel change in the heart of hef 
brother, made no effort to coutitcraft th6 
effed his artifice had on Mr. Harcourt. 
She knew that he had giveh his fifter oa 
their firft.meeting three Bank bills of a thou- 
ftnd pounds eiach, to make up, he told her, . 
ix. once, her loft in France. This funi 
Mrs. Montgomery had immediately laid oufc 
in the ftodks ; and it made Ethelinde eafy as 
to her future fupport. If Montgomery re- 
turtieJd even without fortune,, it was enough 
to fecure them all competence in that retire- 
TtitM which every hour endeared to her; 
if he returned fuccefsful, thfcy Ihoiild have 
more that! they wantfefd ; ^nd if he never re- 

I. 4,, turned-— 
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turned— an idea which too often forced itfelf 
on her trembling heart — if he never returned 
•^ of what ufe would be the riches of the 
world to his mother or to herfelf. 

Ethelinde therefore fuffered her brother 
and his wife to proceed in monopolizing 
entirely the prcfent favour and the future 
foitune of Mr. Harcourt. Mr. Harcourt 
himfelf, however, relinquiflied lefs willingly 
the delight which, from their firft interview, 
he had received from the company of his 
fiflier and her fair friend ; and as foon as he 
arrived at his houfe in WorcefterQiirc, he 
wrote preflingly to them to come to him. 
But Mrs. Montgomery, whofe health anxi- 
ety had cruelly ftiaken, could not determine 
to quit the tranquil fcenes of Grafmere for 
the tumultuous abode of gaiety and fplen* 
dour; for fuch Viftorine, unconfcious of 
his motives, had, at Chefterville's defire, 
defcribed Mr. Harcourt's houfe to be in her 
letters to Ethelinde. The improvements 
that were in progrefs, the amufements (he 
partook, and the variety of company flie 
taw, fhe defcribed with as much viva^ 

city 
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city as flie enjoyed them; narratives which 
Ethel inde read with pity and Qoncern, and 
from which the fick heart of Mrs. Mont^^ 
gomery recoiled with diftafte. 

Very differently did they pafs thofe days^ 
which, fond as they were of each other and of 
the folitude they inhabited, would have paiTed 
in ferene fatisfadion, had not every one in its 
progrefs been embittered with anxiety. At 
length however they were rendered compara-- 
tively happy^ by receiving letters from 
Montgomery that he was arrived at Bengal. 
But, grateful as his mother was to heaven 
for this intelligence, the idea of the fearful, 
diftance between them, and the dangers to 
which (fmce Mr. Harcourt'^^ return) flie had 
needlefsly permitted him to be expofed, hung 
heavy on her heart; and Ethelinde had often 
occafion to (hew an appearance of confidence 
and courage (he was far from feeling, to 
fuftain the fpirits of her venerable and bcL» 
loved friend. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



W 



HtLE Ethelindc was watching over 
the declining health, and foothing the pain- 
ful folicitude of Mrs. Montgomery, many 
weeks palled— not indeed happily, but in 
that ftate of fatisfaftion which the confciouf- 
nefs of doing her duty, of acquitting hcr- 
felf towards heaven and earthy has alone 
power to beftow. This refigned and chear- 
ful confidence was confirmed, when other 
letters were received from Montgooiery*^— ^ 
Thele gave an account of his health having 
leceived lefs injury from the climate than is » 
common to Europeans during their firft 
abode in it: the letter to his mother was^ 
particularly chearful, and its perufal gave 
her at firft more pleafure than her heart had, . 
i^nce his departure, been capable of feeling;. 
but after (he began to ftudy it, as (he did 
for many days, all her anxiety returned, 
though not to fo painful an excefs. She re- 

fiecled 
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fitAed that eight months bad paffed fince 
that letter t)^a$ wrhten} and het tenderncft- 
iti^de her fo ingenious in toritlehtitig herfelf, 
rilat rtic was perpetually CbhMtntig dl the 
circumftahGe^ which might firlGe that period 
hatt occurred to retard of prevent his return. 
it Was fiill worfe wheii Ihc read his letter to ■- 
ifethcHtlde. The ardour of his affecftion for 
kef, hid rendered hial left capable of dif- 
fitnulatiori ; and forgetting the probability 
thef^ was that his mother would fee his let- 
fef,.h^ rdatcd the difafters of his voyage, 
which had been tedious and unhealthy ; and 
(hefe- appeared a languor and- defponderice 
in the ftyle, a* dread of being feparatcd from 
her fof ever, which he could not difguife. 
Of his aftual fituation he faid, that it 
fnighc be extremely fuCfative to foaie othef 
man; but .that he had found it fo 
impo^ible with his principles and his feel- 
ings to fill it, that he' had folicitcd and ob- 
tdned a removal to a diftant fettlemcnc; 
t<1iefe his knowledge of languages would be 
^ of great fervrce to the company, and whi- 
ther • 
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ther he fhould go in a few weeks from the 
date of his letter. He fpoke in his letter to 
his mother of the fame intention, but to her 
he defcribed it as a matter of choice and of 
probable advantage. Now however it ap- 
peared, not only as removing him farther 
from her, and making it much longer before 
the letters of recall which (he had fent out 
would reach him ; but as a meafure to which 
he was compelled by the unpleafantnefs of 
that fituation which liad been fo differently 
defcribed to him; and magnifying all her 
apprehenfions, flue foon relapfed into the de- 
prefiing anxiety from which the firft perufaL 
of thefe letters had roufed her. 

Ethelinde, tender and timid as (he was^ 
was yet fo much tranquillized by haying 
good accounts of his health, and fo gratified 
by thofe expreffions of unalterable, and if 
pofLble of encreafed attachment with which 
his letters were filled, that her heart feemed 
again open to the lively imprefTions of 
hope; and the future appeared to her in 
totter colours. Spring was now far advanced, 

and 
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zni the feafon contributed to foothe her 
mind and to aid her reprefentation of future 
happinefs, when Montgomery (hould return;, 
and, relievmg her from every for row and 
folicitude, give to the beautiful fcencs of 
Grafmere their greateft charm. 

Every fpot about the cottage was endeared 
to her by fome recoUeclIon of him. — The 
row of laurels in the court, he-had. hiinrclf 
planted when he^ firli came thither with his 
mother; they were now large trees; and be- 
yond them>. next the wiiter, was a weeping 
willow, under which he had been ufed to 
fit with a book, on a bench he had made 
himfelf* Several drawings he had done of 
rocks and little pieces of fcenery about the 
lake, hung in the parlour; and over his 
mother's chair was a- pidure of him painted 
in France when he was a boy. On thefe 
memorials Ethelinde had with melancholy 
pleafure gazed during the long winter; 
now (he looked at them with renewed 
fenfations of hope and deliglit. Mont- 
gomery was well; his love was undiminiflied; 
his abfence^ now no longer neceffary, was 

likely 
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her moft fangiiine expeftations ha:d repre- 
fented. She thought with delight on the 
Itioment when fhe fhould give hiin an ^c^ 
count of the manner in which (he had pafled 
her time fince hi&deparfttire: in attending 
on his beloved mother; in perfedtirig her- 
felf in thofe accompliflralerrts he delighted 
in; in ftudjdng the books h^ loved; and ii 
flie was dreffing, {kt beheld, with t^onfcious 
fatisfadion, a face and figure which had toft 
none of their charms dutin'g hi^ abfence% 
When any apprehefifiofts of accidents or de- 
lays occorred to her,^ flic repulfed and flifled 
them as much as poffible, and endcyvoured 
to irr part fome portion of her Own confidence 
ar^d hjpe to the bofom of Mrs, Montgo- 
mery ; for whom^ fhe not only felt as being 
the mother of her lover, biit with the fanfie 
tendernefs as if flie had been her own. She 
fecmed indeed to have filled that vacancy 
in her foft heart Which the lofs of her father 
had left; bi>t time diminiflied nothing of 
that filial tendernefs with which flie had 
loved him, and now cherifhed his memory. 

Towards . 
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Towards the middle of May (be received 
from her brother, who now very feldom 
wrote, a cold letter in anfwer to fcreral of 
hcr*s. He feemed out of humour, without 
Knowing, or at lead being willing to own, 
why he was fo: he named the perpetual ill 
healdi of Mf.-Harcourt in a way that Ethe- 
Knde thought unfeeling;^ and added, " his 
idea is now to have Mrs. Montgomery and 
you with him at Clare Park this fiimmer.— 
You may do as you pleafe, but truft me you 
will find it far from pleafant.'" Ethelinde 
felt hurt, not only by the general coldncfs 
of the letter, but by the defire it expreffcd 
to keep her and Mrs. Montgomery at a dif- 
tance from Mr. Harcourt. A confufed idea 
of his motives mingled itfelf with her reflect- 
ions-—" Is it poffible,'* faid (he, " that 
Harry can fuppofe our prefence would be 
prejudicial to him ?*— Surely he cannot har- 
bour of me— of Mrs. Montgomery — any liif- 
picions that we are capable of injurini.y liis 
interefl:, even if it were in our power!— I 
will rather fuppofe that the rduftance, which, 
howeverdiftatntly exprcflcd, isevidcnt cnou^Ji, 

ariTci 
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arifes from confcioufnefs that he has again 
embarked in indifcreet expences. He fears 
I may remonftrate with him; he loves not 
to hear advice ; felicitous only to forget the 
pad that he may enjoy the prefent, he would 
evade the reprefentations of his fifter who re- 
members too much of one to enter with equal 
• avidity into the pleafures offered by the 
other, and who might, he thought, difturb 
his gaiety by fetting before him what he 
Ovas fo defirous of recolleding no longer. A' 
few pofts after the receipt of this letter,. 
Mrs. Montgomery received one from Mr.. 
Harcourt, which ran thus 

Portland Place J May 17, 17 — . 

^^ What can be the reafon, my dear fifter,. 
that I hear fo feldom frcm you, and that, 
fmce the letter which informed me of the 
favourable intelligence yovi have received of 
our dear Charles, I have not had one line 
from you or from Eihelinde. While you 
fondly count the moments that are yet to 
elapfe before you can embrace your fon, do 
not forget, dear Caroline, that you have a, 

brother 
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brother equally anxious for the arrival of 
that fortunate period; and who has, alas! 
no fon of his own. Mrs. Cheftervillc is dc- 
firous of (laying in London fome time longer 
— (he muft be indulged. Of Mr. Chefter- 
villc, I of late fee fo little that I cannot fay 
much ;-— he is I know as fond of London as 
my daughter is, at this gay feafon; but my 
health and my inclination equally urge mc 
to go immediately into Worcefterftiirc. 
Contrive, I beg of you, to meet me there. 
Change of fcene will benefit your health; 
nothing can be of fo great advantage to 
mine, as your's and Ethelinde's company; 
nothing elfe indeed has power to mitigate 
the pains of body and mind which are fre- 
quently to be endured by your ever affec- 
tionate 

W. Harcourt.'* 

To this letter Ethelinde prevailed on 
Mrs. Montgomery to give an anfwer of 
aflent. They had no bufinefs in London; 
and therefore fixing their departure at the 
diftance of a week, when they knew Mr. 

Harcourt 
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Harconrt would be in WorCfcfteiftire, tkcy 
joined him thcrt by How j<)urfties* Ethe* 
lindc left Gnafmere with regret, but ftill ih 
the delightful hope of revifititig it foon with 
Montgomery. The journey affordfed her 
picafure, from the novelty of the fcenes it 
prefented to her: (he faw with fatisfaAion 
that Mrs. Montgomery's thoughts, though 
never to be diverted from their principal 
objeft, took a more chearful turn; and 
though after her arrival at Clare Park, (he 
declined being much in company, fhe became 
more chearful than fhe had been for manj 
months before. There were yet very few 
families in the neighbourhood, as it was the 
feafon when London was full of attractions ;, 
but, in the company of his fiftcr and of Ethe- 
linde, Mr. Harcourt found new reafbn to 
delight in the tranquillity which was, in the- 
abfence of Cheflerville and Vidorine, reftored : 
to his houfe. 

Chefterville, was very little plcafed'* 
with the party who were now fo well 
pleafed with each other; but he was too 
deeply immerfed in the purfuit of thofc 

pkafures: 



THE RECLUSE OF THE LAKE. 187 

pleafbrcs which Londom only afforded, to 
prevail upon himfetf to quit it in order to 
couoteraft tht influence he apprehendedw 
He was polite enough therefore to affc6t 
content he was far from feeling ; ^id Vidto^ 
rine, inattentive to every thing but amufemcnt, 
confider^ very little about her father; or 
when fhe thought of him, rather rejoiced 
that the company of Mrs, Montgomery and 
Ethelinde would preclude the neceffity of 
her early attendance on him in the country. 
Her child, of whom he was extremely fond, 
was with him, and that fhe thought fufEcient 
fecurity againft any other partiality. The 
natural tendernefs of Ethel inde's heart made 
her alfo much attached to the liale boy, and 
gave her new charadter, new charms, in the 
eyes of Harcourt; who could not refleft 
without pain on the different difpofition of 
Vid:orine. Whenever he involuntarily made 
this comparifon, he inftantly reverted to \m 
own condu<9:; and alked himfelf whether the 
faults of Vi6torine were not rather owing 
to his former negleft of her, than to her 
aatural difpofition; and, while he blamed his 

own 
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own former errors, he endeavoured to excufe 
thofe in the prefent conduft of his daughter^ 
to which could he not be blind^ while the en- 
dearing manners of Ethel inde perpetually 
reminded him of a contraft fo mortifying. 

In every foothing attention to him and 
to his lifter, in the praSice of every virtue 
and the cultivation of every talent that gives 
dignity and luftre to the female chajader, 
Ethelinde paffed in retirement near three 
months, before Chefterville .and his wife 
came into the country. Her walks, though 
folitary, were not unpleafing ; for the image 
of Montgomery was ever prefent to her, and 
the fanguine hope of his return foo^hed and 
tranquillized her mind. 

But this calm was at an end when, in 
the month of Auguft, Chefterville and Vic- 
torine came down. He could not live an 
hour without company, play, and the high- 
eft luxuries of the table: the had no other 
plcafure in coming into the country, than that 
which fhe was to derive from the fplendour 
they were to exhibit before the neighbouring 
fiamiliesj who no Iboner heard of their arrri- 

valr 
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val, than they began a round of dinners, in 
wliich, all, whether they could aftbrd it or 
not, emulated the luxury and magnificence 
of Clare Park. Mrs. Montgomery had been 
reconciled to her long abfencc from her be- 
loved cottage by feeing how much her 
brother was gratified by her abodie with 
him ; but now (he became very anxious to 
return to it; for though (he ufually declined 
appearing in company, the whole ftylc of 
the houfe was become unpleafing to herj 
and (he faw with filent concern, that Mr. 
Harcourt was rendered unhappy by a man- 
ner of life which he yet wanted refolution to 
break through. 

Ethelinde was yet more unhappy than 
-either of them : for, in addition to the de- 
fultory, confufed, and generally difagreeablc 
focicty, which broke in upon her tivie and 
fatigued her with pertnefs and inlipidity, flic 
had occafion to remark, almofl: on their firfl: 
interview, the (Irange altera: ion which pros- 
perity had made in her brotner. He waS 
now no lon'^»;er the gay and amiable, though 
thoughdefs ChellerviLe, who was at once 

blamed 
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Uamed and beloved :-»but bis maoiiers par- 
cook of the change that had happened in 
his hearr. The ambition which was now a 
leading feature in his charaAer, had irritated 
rather than checked that love of play that 
hod before been fo fatal to him : but it had 
taught Imn caution^ referre^ asd art^c. 
He had of late pafled all bis time between 
the cabals of party, and the vdgils of the 
gaming-houfe; and his vivacity and his 
feeling had vanifhed together. Hardnefe 
and careleffiieis of manner had fueceeded; 
and, though he was ftill on his guard before 
Mr. Harcourt, he no longer took any pains 
to conceal from the reft of the world, the 
fentimcnt^ he had adopted, or the life he 
preferred. Amid all his former errors, 
Ethel indc had ever depended on the natural 
goodnefs and re^atude of his heart; and 
fondly hoped, that his innate generofity and 
tendemefs would finally conquer the defeds 
o( his charafter : but when (lie found him 
become proud, relerved, and ungrateful, 
avaricious, ambitious, and oftentatious ; valu- 
ing himfelf on his birth, which never before 

feemed 
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feemtd to fewc been cojifidesrcd enough, 
and difpleafcd at every expcncc Mr. Har- 
count engaged in, which contributed nothing 
to the gratification of his vanity, Ethelindc 
couid deceive berfclf no more, and was con. 
vinccd too certainly that fhe had no longer 
% brother. Among the people of high 
fjufhion, with whom only he was accuftomed 
to live, EtheUnde heard him, with fomc 
furprife, mention Lord Hawkhurft. 

*^ Of whom do jrou fpeak, Harry,** en- 
quired fhe: " of my father's brother?** 

** Certainly,** replied h€. " I know no 
other of the name.** 

^^ And you have often feen his Lord- 
J(hip ?** 

** Very often. He and the family arc 
coming to his houfe in this country in a few 
days, in order to be near us the reft of the 
fummcr. We are to be a good deal to^ 
gethen** 

Ethelinde, however unwilling to mortify 
him,, could not help faying gravely—** You 
have forgotten then, or at Leail Ibrgiven tha 
.oflfenqc you once took, when you thought 

that 
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that Lord Hawkhurft negleftcd my father 
and infulted me/' 

*^ Oh, as to that,'' replied he coldly,— 
** it was merely mifreprefentation ; what 
could he do, you know, for other people 
when he has fo large a family of his own.*— 
That is, you know — that among people of 
a certain rank — in (hort, it is impoflible 
that in a certain ftylc of life the fame atten- 
tion can be given to relations as middling 
folks can give, who may have, perhaps, 
nothing elfe to do." 

** Not if the relations of thcfe people in a 
certain ftyle are diftreffcd," replied Ethelindc. 
■— " But in affluence, in profperity, there 
is no occafion to remind them of the ties of 
blood.— Lord Hawkhurft could forfake and 
negkcl his brother in penury; in the con- 
fines of a prifbn ; but to his nephew, pofieifed 
of Mr. Harc^urt's income. Lord Hawkhurft 
feels himlelf related.'* 

** Natural enough," faid Cheftervillc 
carelefsly. — ** It is the way of the world, 
child, and if you are determined to quarrel 
with every body who does the fame, you 

had 
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h^ better return again to Grafmere, for you 
will hardly find elfewhere any fuch fentimen- 
tal folks as you feem to defire." 

*^ I wifli I was at Grafmere/' fighed Ethe- 
linde, her eyes filling with tears, " or rather 
with that beloved parent, who, but for fuch 
deteftable dodtrine, might ft ill have been 
alive." 

** Vous etes la Maitrejfe Madame^^ cried 
Chefterville, yawning. 

This was rather too much ; the gentlenefs 
of Ethelinde gave way a moment to indigna- 
tion (he could not fupprefs.— " Good God ! 
Mr. Chefterville,*' cried (he, *' is it thus you 
receive the mention of a father — of fuch a fa- 
ther— whofe death " 

*• Lookee, fifter," interrupted he very 
abruptly, ^* I have now the means of being 
happy, and happy I am determined to 
make myfelf. What is the ufe of croak- 
ing over paft troubles? 'twill mend no- 
thing ; and now they are over, why (hould 
we think about them ? Come, have done 
whimpering, child, and go drefs youifelf for 
dinner. Some Frenchman, Voltaire is it not. 

Vol. V. K fa^s. 
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fays, ^ <iue les maux ne font bon que peur ohlier* 
Faith I am quite of his mind ; and of that of 
fome other honeft fellow, a poet of our own, 
I forget who, who fays— 



** Curs'd by no flavifh rules, our wifeft plan 
** Is furc— to be as happy as we can.** 



Believe me, Ethy, a pretty woman, (and up- 
on my foul you are fometimes divinely hand- 
fome) a pretty woman never miftakes her in- 
tereft more dian when (he afFedts to be wife 
and fententious. If you would but be a little 
ridiculous, put on a good deal of rouge, and 
talk a reafonable quantity of nonfenfe, I (hould 
not doubt feeing you fo much thcfalhion that 
you might form fome high connexion.'* 

*^ I have no fuch ambition, Sir," faid Ethe- 
linde; ^^ furely among other things that you 
have fuddenly forgotten are your obligations 

and my afFedion for the generous (he is 

not indeed rich, and therefore I muft not per- 
haps call him your friend)— the generous, no- 
ble minded Montgomery." 

^* No upon my foul I have a great regard 
for Montgomery 5 I have faith ; but what 

good 
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good does it do, you know, to a fellow fo 
many thoufand miles off, and who, perhaps, 
may never come back* Til anfwer for it he 
thinks but little of this violent affeftion that 
you fancy you have for him. Upon my life, 
Ethy, I wifh you happy, and therefore I wifti 
you could get this whining romantic nonfenfe 
out of your head about inviolable friendftiip 
and everlafting love : fluff that you have 
picked up from the novels and ftory books 
you are eternally reading. In real life fuch 
things are not. Why now only confider for a 
moment how exceflively filly you will look, 
if after pining and peaking away twelve or 
fourteen years of your beft looking days in 
hopes of the dear youth's return to fulfil his 
vows, he imports an Afiatic wife and half a 
dozen little yellow children ; you of courfe 
will die of defpair ; c^eft la regie ^ you know ; 
and fo poor Charles, who of courfe thinks you 
have more fenfe than to wait for fuch diftant 
contingencies, will be hurt and unhappy, and 
all that, perhaps the reft of his fife." 

This image, however ludicroufly repre- 
fented, was infupportable. Ethelinde, inca- 

K 2 pablc 
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pable of anfwcring, rofe and left the room ; 
and ber brother, carelefs of the pain he had 
thus wantonly inflifted, went out at another 
door, humming a tune, and calling to his gen- 
tleman to attend him in his dreffing room. 

Ethelinde, after this dialogue, avoided as 
much as poflSble being alone with her bro- 
ther, which was by no means difficult ; for be- 
fore he and Viftorine were vifible in a morn- 
ing, (he had ufually made breakfaft for Mrs. 
Montgomery and Mr. Harcourt, had read to 
them for three or four hours, and had retired 
to her mufic or her books. 

Chefterville rofe late, and then drove or 
rode out for the reft of the morning, returned 
only time enough to drefs for dinner, at which 
he had generally company ; and as foon as 
coffee was over, play filled up the interval, till 
fupper, at three or four in tliC morning, broke 
up the tables. 

Difcontent and difappointment preyed on 
the health and fpirits of Mr. Harcourt ; and 
their effect was the more fevere, becaufe his 
tendernefs for his daughter prevented his re- 
monftrating with her or her huft)and. His 

fortune 
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fortune was fo ample that their expences, 
great as they were, had not yet hurt it. He 
was content that they (hould expend his in- 
come ; and when he fel: himfelf difpofed to 
murmur at the httlc confideration they feemed 
to have for him in the manner of their doing 
it, he ftill endeavoured to reprefs them, and 
to perfuade himfelf it was unieafonable that 
two young people, who pofleffed all the ad- 
vantages of nature and fortune, Ihould fubmit 
to that confined manner of life, which misfor- 
tune and ill health had rendered defirable to 
his filler and himfelf. 

Mrs. Montgomery faw, but was too gene- 
rous and too confideratc to notice or encou- 
rage, uneafinefs which could only be produc- 
tive of a coolnefs, perhaps of a breach be- 
tween him and his children : (he endeavoured, 
therefore, to divert his attention from the fcenes 
of diflipation that pafied in one part of the 
houfe by forming a little fociety in the other, 
where, under the pretence of being herfelf in- 
difpofed, her brother might, in her apartment, 
enjoy his own. amufcments and his own hours. 

K 3 C H A.P. 
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CHAPTER X. 



T 



HE family of Lord Hawkhurft was now 

arrived at Aberfley, the feat of his anceftors^ 

an old but magnificent houfe about ten miles 

from the feat of Mr. Harcourt. They fent 

immediately to enquire after the family at 

Clare Park ; and his Lordfliip, in a very af- 

fedtionate letter to his nephew, expreffed a 

with that, among perfons fo nearly related, 

all ceremony might be waved ; and propofed 

with Lady Hawkhurft and his daughters to 

have the honor of dining with Mr, Harcourt 

the following Thurfday. 

Chefterville, who, well born as he was, had 
lately acquired a paffion for nobility, and had 
learned to value himfelf on his defcent, was 
pleafed with this letter ; and Mr. Harcourt, 
defirous of (hewing every attention to the un- 
cle of Vi6torine*shulband, defired him to ex- 
-prtfs his pleafure at the propofal, and to give 
lers for fuch an entertainment as would do 

honor 
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honor to the fortune of the vifited and the rank 
of the vifitors. 

Thus commlflioned, Chefterville failed not 
to acquit himfelf well. Every delicacy that 
money could purchafe was procured in pro- 
fufion. The fuperb fervices of plate ; the ele- 
gant decorations of the table ; the numerous 
attendants, and fafliionable luxuries that were 
difplayed ; all fervpd to imprefs on his guefts 
the conviction of Harcoui t's boundlefs for- 
tutie, which in London was lefs exhibited and 
lefs remarked. 

Mrs, Montgomery, conquering on this oc- 
cafion her rcludlance to mix with company, 
fat at table, of which Vid:orine did the ho*- 
nours ; and Ethelinde, more beautiful than 
ever, took her feat below the youngeft of the 
L»ady Chefterville's; who all affeded to be 
highly gratified by thus meeting her, though 
fo few months had paffed fince they negledted 
and flandered her^ 

Lady Hawkhurft, however, though flic 
now ftudioufly concealed it, was not lefs fen- 
fible of the pain flie had always felt in being 
compelled internally to acknowledge the fu* 

K 4 P^riority 
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periority her pcrfonal charms had over thofe 
by which (lie hoped her daughters would long 
fince have obtained affluent eftablifhmcnts. 
None of them were yet married. By a change 
of minillry her Lord had loft his places $ and 
his fortune was fo conditioned as to leave it 
little in his power to provide for his daugh- 
ters in a manner fuitable to their rank. It 
had been the ftudy of her Ladyftiip's life to 
get them well married; but in this important 
objeft (he had hitherto failed, probably frdm 
the ill judged avidity with which (he pur- 
fued it. . • 

The day pafled with all that unmeaning 
politenefs which fo ill fupplies the place of 
confidence and afFedtion. Harcourt exerted 
himfelf as much as he could ; Mrs. Montgo- 
mery had ever all the eafe and unaffedled ele- 
gance of real fafhion. The young ladies were 
fprightly and talkative, and converfed with 
Viftorine on what they had feen and done in 
London after (he left it ; and Lady Hawk- 
hurft dropped the ufual haughty fuperiority of 
her manner for a fort of fawning politenefs, 
extremely difgufting to Mrs. Montgomery 

and 
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and Ethelinde, hut fuch as her Ladyfhip 
thought exadly calculated to imprefs the 
whole company with ideas of her goodnefs 
and condefccnfion ; while Lord Hawkhurft 
addrefled himfelf principally to Mr. Har- 
court; and among many encomiums on his 
gcnerofity to his dear nephew, he fpared not 
to fpeak of that dear nephew in very high 
terms, to talk very much at large of the fa- 
mily intereft, and to propofe bringing him 
into parliament for one of his own boroughs. 
Chefterville was now no longer the giddy un- 
fortunate boy, of whom he never augured any 
good ; but his dear Harry, his only nephew, 
the fecond hope of his family. Ethelinde, 
who, except her brother, was alone fenfible of 
this extraordinary change, could hardly re- 
prefs the diflike and contempt that (he felt. 
She was civil, however, but filent; and heartily 
rejoiced when the whole party, after inviting 
Mr. Harcourt and all his family to dinner the 
following week, returned home. Lady Hawk- 
hurft was no fooner feated in her coach, and 
driven from the door, than (he thus began— 
^^ Either this Mr. Harcourt has a mine, or he 

K 5 is 
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is a madman. Fray» my Lord, does he always 
make the figure he did to-day ?'* 

** Yes, I believe fo," replied Lord Hawk- 
hurft; " and why (hould he not? he has a 
very great fortune.*' 

*^ So I always underftood, but I had no 
idea how great a fortune. I figured to my- 
felf too that he was an old man ; why he is yet 
in the middle of life/* 

About three and forty, I believe ; though 
ill health and a refidence in a hot climate, 
make him, I think, look older than he is." 

" And pray, my Lord, what do you judge 
his fortune really to be ?" 

" The eftatc in this country is a good four 
thoufand five hundred a year after all deduc- 
tions. He has made, 1 underftand, a very 
advantageous purchafe in StafFordlhire of up- 
wards of three. He has a very great eftate 
ftill in Jamaica, and I have been credibly in- 
formed not lefs than fixty thoufand pounds in 
ihe funds." 

'^ And will your nephew, will Chefterville 
be pofleft of all this ?" 

« I fup- 
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** I fuppofe fo ; yes certainly, unlefs be 
marries again," 

A filence of Come minutes enfued* " Un» 
lefs he marries again/* repeated Lady Hawk- 
hurft to herfelf ; *' and why (hould he not ? 
What a match for Lady Belle or Lady Helen. 
What fignifies age ? befides he is not fo old/' 
From this moment, the idea that it was poflL- 
ble to bring this about^ took fuch ftrong pof- 
feflion of her Lady{hip*s imagination that (lie 
could think of nothing elfe. " Four thoufand 
five hundred a year here ; three more in Staf- 
fordlhire ; as much again in Jafibaica, and 
fixty thoufand pounds in the funds !" repeated. 
Ihe, as (he was undrefGng ; " and all to go to 
a natural daughter, . that little black Spanifh- 
girl, while wy daughters may drag, out their 
lives in the honourable indigence of necefii'- 
tous nobility, and live all together pining on | 
a poor four or five hundred a year, with a job 
coach, two maids and a footman." 

** I have been thinking, my Lord," faid 
(he to her hufband the next morning, as fhe 
made tea for him in her dreffing room, *^ I 
Ixave been thinking what a pity it is that Mr. 

Harcourt 
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Harcourt does not marry again. He is aa 
agreeable man — I really think him very agree- 
able ; and what a fortune ! I declare I (hould 
not be forry to hear he had taken a fancy to 
Lady Arabella." 

'^ Nor I, I give you my honor, Madam.' 
I wonder, that anxious as youjuftly are on 
that point, it never occurred to you before.'* 

*^ Why I had fancied him an old decrcpid 
creature ; and as to his fortune, I never ima- 
gined it fo fplendid.'* 

^^ Well, Madam, fmce you now fee him 
arid his fortune in another light, try what can 
be done to make him look upon either of your 
daughters as a defirable party for him : but 
let me give you one piece of advice ; the 
girls have loft two or three very good matches, 
and I fufpedt that you don't filh with art 
enough -, before the prey is well hooked you 
draw your line. Excufe me; you underftand 
the terms of angling; the artificial fly will 
not do here ; it muft be a ground bait ; and 
remember that it is the intereft of fo manv to 
fpoil your fport, that you muft have all your 
eyes about you." 

'' Pooh ! 
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*' Pooh ! my Lord, I am fcrious**' 

^* I give you my honor. Madam, fo am I ; 
perfectly ferious ; and therefore Lady Hawk- 
hurft it is that I bid you beware of Mrs* 
Montgomery, of Chefterville and his little 
hawk-eyed wife, and above all of my demure> 
but very pretty, and, as I lufpedt, very fly 
niece Ethelinde/' 

" Surely you don't thmk ftie has the fame 
plan herfelf ?'• 

*^ No; (he is faid to be engaged, you 
know, to young Montgomery; but there is 
no— I fay, Madam, there is no knowing- 
money — money, Lady Hawkhurft, does every 
thing in this world/' This polite and noble 
couple foon after parted ; and her Lady (hip 
retiring to her boudoir^ fat down to confider 
how (he (hould open the campaign ag^inft the 
heart of poor Harcourt, in whofe park and 
houfe, plate, jewels, equipage, and fortune, 
(he faw fo many charms. 

Lady Arabella, brought up to confider a 
great eftablifliment as the only good worthy 
of her ambition, and now in her twenty fifth 
year, had feen, not without much fcvere mor- 
tification^ 
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tification, many of her acquaintance whohadj. 
(he thought, no better pretenfions than hcr- 
felf, difpofed of to men of fortune. The mer- 
cenary maxims in which (he had been edu- 
cated made her entirely indifferent as to the 
accomplilhments of the perfon (he might 
marry; and Mr. Harcourt^s fortune being 
adequate to her expectation, (he readily en* 
tered into the^ plan her mother fuggefted, and 
became immediately in confequence of this 
arrangement fo extremely attached to Vidio- 
rine and Ethelinde, that (he could not refift 
the pleafure of vifiting them twice on horfei- ' 
back before the day when they were to meet 
again; and contrived fo adroitly to flatter 
Vidorine, that (he became quite charmed with 
her company, and much of her thoughts and 
converfation dwelt on the good humour, vi- 
vacity, elegance, and fa{hion of Lady Belle. 
The day at length arrived when the family 
at Clare Park were to fulfil their engagement 
at Aberfley. Mrs. Montgomery, who really 
was ill, was allowed to decline going, Ethe*- 
Jinde felt the necefTity'of her attendance, and 
however reludantly, was obliged to comply; 

but 
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but (he was now going to vifit for the firft 
time the paternal feat of her anceftors— thej 
place where her father had pafled his youth, 
and which (he had often heard him defcribc 
with that melancholy delight which a fenfible 
mind feels in recalling the fcenes of thofe gay 
hopes and early enjoyments that return no 
more. To this houfe, his profeffion, and the 
coolnefs which had, in confequence of his 
marriage, long alienated him from his bro* 
ther, had occafioned him to be many years 
a ftranger. He had often expreffed to his 
daughter a wi(h to revifit it with her ; and 
now ! (he was, by a chain of unexpefted 

events, to go thither not as a daughter of 

the family, but as a mere vifitorj and to re- 
call the image of her father only to recoUedt 
that he was in his coffin in the neighbouring 
church ; which, like many of thofe in remote 
counties, yet adjoined the old family man(ion 
of the Cheftervilles. 

With fpirits extremely depreflfed, Ethe- 
linde fat out. They were not raifed by ob- 
fervingthe carelefs indifference of her brother, 
who, occupied entirely by prefent plans and 

pleafures, 
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picafures, feemed not to have the leaft rccol* 
Icftion of the circumftance that fo deeply^ 
affeded his lifter. Their noble hofts received 
the whole party with expreflions of civility 
bordering on adulation. Lady Hawkhurft 
addrefled herfelf with marked attention to 
Mr. Harcourt : (he placed him next to her- 
felf; converfed with him about his improve- 
ments, which (he highly commended ; foft- 
cned her voice when (he enquired about his 
illnefs, and afked with all the afFeftation of 
tender folicitude what advice he had had, 
and fronl what medicines and regimen he 
found moft benefit ? Harcourt, utterly un- 
confcious of the meaning of all this folicitude, 
anfwered her enquiries and cajolories with the 
air of a man who felt himfelf obliged and 
fatigued by well meant but irkfome civilities. 
At length the tedious dinner ended, and by 
the ladies retiring he was releafed. 

Lady Hawkhurft left the young ladies for 
a few moments ; and then, as the Lady Chef- 
tervilles and Viftorine had nearly exhaufted 
the topics that were common between them, 
one of them propofed going to the billiard 

room 
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room till tea time ; to which Viftorinc af- 
fented: but Ethelinde, whofe melancholy 
reflexions unfitted her for play or conyerfa* 
tion, begged to be excufed ; and when (he 
faw them engaged (he left them, and walked 
alone through the fpacious apartments and 
galleries of the houfe. At the end of a gal- 
lery (he came into a room that feemed to 
have been forfaken by the family. It had 
received no alteration for many years ; and 
was darkened by cedar wainfcotting and rich 
arras, on which hung feveral family pictures. 
She was ftruck inftantly with that of her fa- 
ther, in the uniform of his regiment while an 
en(ign. The likenefs was fo ftrong, that it 
gave her inftantly the idea of him as Ihe re- 
membered him : it feemed to look penfively 
upon her while (he gazed at it with inde- 
fcribable emotion and melted into tears. 

It was the fecond week in September ; the 
fun was already funk amid deep red clouds, 
and the little light he yet lent was le(rened 
by a rookery of elms which were between that 
part of tlie houfe and the church yard. The 
long old fa(hioned windows in ponderous 

frames^ 
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frames, admitted the twilight reluftantly^ 
while the. tapeftry hangings, and curtains of 
purple mixed damaik, gave to the whole room, 
every part of which retained its ancient mafly 
magnificence, that gloom and obfcurity \V^ich 
infpired and encouraged the moft melancholy 
thoughts. Ethelinde remained gazing on the 
pidture of her father till the canvas no lohger 
received any rays of light; but her tears ftill 
flowed, though the objeft that had excited 
them faded in furrounding darknefs. When 
(he could diftinguilh his features no longer, 
(he flowly moved towards one of the windows 
and turned her eyes towards the fpot where 
the form which was there reprefented in youth 
and health was mouklei ing into duft. 

Beyond the chancel of the church, and ap- 
pearing indiftindtly through the trees, a kind 
of maufoleum was erefted over the family 
vault. The imagination of Ethelinde had by 
the fuddea fight of this pifture powerfully re- 
called the rccolleftion of her father, and now, 
while (he fixed her eyes on his monument, raa 
over the fcenes which paffed immediately be? 
fgrQ his death 5 the tendernefs he had fliewa 

foi; 
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for his fon even at the moment he was preci- 
pitated to the grave by his ill condudt ; his 
fond attachment to her ; and the charge he 
had given in her behalf to that brother who 
now feemed to have forgotten it all ;— and 
contrafting with this mournful remembrance 
thofe fcenes (he every day faw, with the cold* 
nefs, ingratitude, and profufion to which flic 
was a reluftant witnefs ; with her own de^ 
ferted and dependant iituation ; flie fell at 
length from the flow languor of forrow into 
an agony of tears; and uttering aloud an 
apofljophe to her father, ftie invoked liis ten?* 
der and benign fpirit to foothe and confole 
her. 

Suddenly a gufl: of wind ruflied through the 
long gallery which divided thefe apartments 
from thofe where ftie had left the company ; 
and the door, which had not been quite clofed» 
heavily opened before her. Ethelinde ftiud- 
dered. " He hears me/* cried flie; ** furely 
he hears me, and comes from his grave to 
meet me ! '* Her reafon a moment checked 
the idea ; but fancy, fo long bufied in re- 
ftoring his countenance, his voice^ and gef< 

ture. 
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ture, had already the fuperiority. She looked 
fearfully towards the llowly opening door, and 
(he figured to hcrfelf her father {landing there 
and beckoning to her to follow him. She 
ftepped forward from the window as if (he 
would have fprung towards the phantom (he 
had thus raifed ; but without feeling what 
impeded her (he fell fuddenly on her knees, 
and lofing all powers of aftion and recollec- 
tion, fhe remained in that pofture with her 
head leaning againft the gilt iron work of a 
large marble table that was between the win- 
dows. There flie would probably have re- 
mained, for (he feemed to be totally forgot- 
ten by the reft of the company, if a violent 
ftorm, of which the fudden guft of wind had 
been the forerunner, had not (haken the 
whole building. The houfekeeper came 
round the rooms to fee if the winc.ows were 



[hut againft the torrents of rain which were 
falling. She had a candle in her hand ; but 
on entering the room, (he faw a figure in 
white kneeling between the windows, and 
without giving herfelf time to think of any 
thing but the ftories of ghofts and apparitions, 

with 
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with which the fervants in old and feldom in- 
habited houfes delight to terrify each other, 
file let the candle fall, and haftened back in 
great terror to her own room. 

Fear now poflefled the pther fervants ; to 
whom (lie related, that by a flaih of lightening 
' ftie had feen a fpirit in the north drawing 
room. This end of the houfe, from it's be-, 
ing little ufed by the family, and fo near the 
church yard, had always the reputation of 
being haunted. After a few moments of de- 
bate, it was agreed that her own footman 
(hould communicate this lingular circum- 
ftanceto Lady Hawkhurft, for Mrs. Perkins 
declared that for her own part (he was too 
nervous and ill to ftir out of her chair for all 
the world ; and (he queftioned if ever (he 
fhould be her right felf again as long as 
(he lived. While hart(horn, therefore, and 
drops were applied by the female fervants, the 
footman marched up to his lady, looking be- 
hind him at every ftep ; and entering the 
room where her Ladyfliip was with Viftorine 
and her daughters, he informed her in a whif- 

per 



1T4 JftTHELIHDE, Olt 

per thai Mrs, Perkins was taken in fits from 
having feen a fpirit in the north apartment. 

Senfible of very little fear from the inhabi- 
tants of this world. Lady Hawkhurft was ttill 
lefs apprehenfive of thofe of another. ** Seen 
a fpirit ?'' cried (he, indignantly; ** feen a 
fool ! What does the ridiculous old woman 
mean?** 

** Indeed, my Lady,*' replied the man, ^* I 
don*t know ; but to be certain (he is very 
much frighted, and there is not one of the 
maids as will go to that (ide of the houfe, tho' 
it rains fo, and many of the windows, my Lady^ 
are open/' 

^' Go then, and (liut them yourfelf," cried 
her Ladyfhip, '^ and trouble me no more 
with fuch fupreme folly.** The man, quite as 
fearful as the old houfekeeper herfelf, now 
flood aghaft, till Lady Hawkhurft, who, after 
a moment's paufe, found more to laugh than 
to be offended at, took a candle herfelf, and 
defiring Viftorine and her daughters to follow 
her, (he went to the room, where Ethelinde, 
the caufe of all this alarm, was found on the 
floor. Lady Hawkhurft, on fpeaking to her, 

was 
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yr2LS furprifed to find her almofl: fenfelcfs; 
they raifed her, however, and placed her on a 
fopha; where, after fome time, Ihe was able 
only to fay, that (he believed a fladi of light- 
ening had ftruck her down, (which was really 
the cafe) that Ihe was fuddenly fenfibleofgid- 
dinefs and ftupor, as if Ihe had received a 
violent blow ; and though (he appeared not 
to have fuftained any injury from fire, her eyes 
were much affected, and her head ftill greatly 
confufed. She was ftill fo faint and ill that it 
was impoflible for her to return to Clare Park 
that night; Lady Hawkhurft, therefore, had 
her put to bed ; and it was propofed to Mr, 
Harcourt that he alfo fliould ftay, as Chefter- 
vilie and Vidiorine had before agreed to do, 
the former being engaged to go on a (hooting 
party with his uncle; but Harcourt, who 
knew Mrs. Montgomery would be much 
alarmed, and who on account of his ill health 
was unwiUing to fleep out of his own houfe, 
declined ftaying, notwithftanding the prefling 
inftances of Lady Hawkhurft, and the gentle- 
nefs with which Lady Belle befought him to 
con(ider the length of his journey in weather 

fo 
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fo unfavourable. He vifited Ethelinde be- 
fore his departure; and though he had been 
at firft very much alarmed at the ftrange ac- 
cident that had befallen her, he left her in lefs 
uneafinefs, as (he fpoke to him calmly, and 
affured him that from whatever caufe fo fud- 
den an indifpofition had arifen, it was not 
likely to be of any confcquence ; but that (he 
(hould probably be well enough to accom- 
pany him home the next morning, when he 
promifed to return early to fetch her. 

When he was gone, however, and when 
Ethelinde had prevailed on the youngeft of 
the Lady Chefterville's to leave her, the idea 
of having feen her father recurred again to her 
mind with all its force ; and far from thinking 
of it with terror, (he cheri(hed the foothing 
melancholy it imprefTed. *' He came not,*' 
faid (he, " to alarm and terrify, but to foothe 
and confole me. To give me, perhaps, inti- 
mation of fome approaching calamity, or to 
ftrengthen my mind againft prefent regro:-** 
Untindured with any (hade of fuperftition iK 
her mind was, it yet received with avidity an 
impreflion fo foothing to that tendernefs with 

which 
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which Ihe cheriflied the memory of her fa-, 
ther, and infenfibly flcep dole upon her, 
which, though it fhut not out the images 
that had employed her waking thoughts, 
refrcfhed and relieved her; and at a very 
early hour in the morning fhe awoke, feeling 
little or no remains of the giddineft and ftu- 
por which fhe had been fo fenfible of the pre- 
ceding evening, and jufl in that ftate, when 
(he thought a quiet wal>k would entirely reftore 
her. 

She arofe therefore, and drefling herfelf in 
a morning gown and cap, with which her cou- 
fins had accommodated her, (he went down 
ftairs. All the inhabitants of the houfe were 
buried in fleep ; and on going out, Ihe found 
only a labourer mowing the grafs, by whom 
Ihe was directed through a ftirubbery to the 
church yard, as (he defired more nearly to 
view the place 

•* Where all her buried anccftors were pack'd."* 

Sitting down on a ruftic and half ruined tomb, 
fhe contemplated with mournful pleafure^the 
pidlurefque appearance it made adjoining the 
church, which was very antique, and its nar- 
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row windows half hid by mantles of ivy^ 
while from among the mouldering buttrafles 
young afli trees waved their light leaves, and 
the fern, and the wall flower, with variety of 
lichens and modes, were fcattered about the 
broken grey done of the roof, and among 
the inequality of the arches and windows. 
A group of yew and cyprefs, relieved with 
their fpicy forms the more folid and regular 
mafs of ftone which compofedthe maufoleum; 
and beyond the church, as well as on one fide 
of it, an cxtcnfive wood of very ancient elms 
formed a dark and magnificent back ground, 
and was the habitation of innumerable rooks, 
who, with the owls and daws that had found 
dwellings about thechurchitfelf, mingled their 
cries at this early hour in the morning with 
the wind, murmuring hollow among the 
ruinous buildings and furrounding trees. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Ai 



.FTER a penfive ramble of above two 
hours, Ethelinde returned to the houfe. 
Only the inferior fervants were yet rifen; and 
Ethelinde, having in vain wandered over fe- 
veral rooms in fearch of a book, to amufe her 
in the long interval fhe yet had to pafs before 
breakfaft, was at length fhewn by one of the 
houfe maids into afmalldreflingroom, where 
the young ladies were accuftomed to fit in a 
morning, and where the fervant affured her 
there were variety of books. Books, how- 
ever, there were none but two or three novels 
which Ethelinde had already read; b«t under 
the harpfichord were feveral French news 
papers fcattcred among the mufic books 
which lay there. Ethelinde took them to 
read, and feeing, in one of thofe of the lateft 
^ate, Eaft India news, it immediately caught 
her attention. 

It contained an account brought by a 

L 2 French 
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French ftiip to Bourdeaux which had touched 
at the Mauritias, and faid, that a few weeks 
before an Englifh vcflcl in its pafTage from 
Calcutta to Madrafs, had been driven by a 
tornado out of her courfe, and after beating 
about many weeks without being able to re- 
gain it, had, after fufFering every inconveni- 
ence of famine and fatigue, at length ap- 
proached fo near the harbour on the Ifle of 
Bourbon, that they were in hopes of gaining 
it: but in confequence of a fquall of wind 
which overtook them they were violently 
driven towards a rocky part of the coaft be- 
yond j and the failors and pafTengers, enfee- 
bled by famine and fatigue, had many of them 
perifhed, while only a few reached the fhorc 
to relate their complicated difafters. 

This detail, heightened by many circum- 
ftances of horror, * extremely affected Ethe- 
linde, though it related the calamity of per- 
fons who were, as Ihe fuppofcd, ftrangers to 
her. What then was the agony of her mind, 
when in a lift of about half a dozen names 
of perfons who were paffengers, fhe faw that 
ef Moiitgomery among thofe who were loft. 

The 
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The paper fell from her trembling hand. ' 
The room feemed to turn round with her. 
She no longer wept -, (he was incapable of 
weeping ; but heartftruck, Ihe feemed de- 
prived, by the fhock, of all power of reflec- 
tion or enquiry. When (he could breathe, 
which was not for fome minutes, (he again 
took up the paper, and again the fatal para- 
graph appeared. The remembrance of what 
Montgomery had faid of his intended depar- 
ture to another fettlement, ruQied then upon 
her mind, and inftantly confirmed the proba- 
bility of this dreadful account. 

She would have given the world at that 
moment to have had fomebody near her to 
•whom (he could communicate this fearful in^ 
telligence, in hopes of their bringing argu- 
ments to render this truth doubtful; but had 
-any of the family been vifible, they knew not 
Montgomery, and were little of a difpofition- 
to embarrafs themfelves' about the fate of a 
ilranger. Ethelinde had feen too many in- 
ilances of their inattention to the calamities 
of others^ even where they could have af* 
fuaged thofe calamities^ not to be very cer-^ 

L 3 tain 
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tain that (be (hould fatigue them by com- 
plaints without obtaining any of that patient 
pity of which her fick heart ftood fo much 
in need. Her brother was the only perfon to 
whom (he could apply on fuch a topic ; and 
while (he traverfed the room with trembling 
fteps, liftening to hear if his voice was diftin- 
gui(bable in the hall; now attempting to 
lc(ren her terrors by recollcfting how often 
falfe reports arifc, and her foul now finking 
under the dread that it might be true -, (he felt 
a fecondary apprehenfion in remembering how 
little her brother had of late feemed to think 
of his abfent friend, and in doubting whether, 
occupied as he now continually was in plea- 
fures and purfuits of his own, (he (hould even 
from him meet with tenderncfs and fympa- 
thy. 

The circumftances of the preceding even- 
ing, the heavy prefentiment of impending 
evil which (he in vain had endeavoured to 
throw off, all feemed to form to her oppre(red 
and alarmed imagination a kind of internal 
evidence of the truth of this fatal intelligence, 
and amid undefcribable wretchednefs, (he 

pafled 
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paflcd near two hours before a fervant came 
to inform her that breakfaft was ready. 

With a countenance fo much affeiSled by 
the pain (he endured that it gave her the ap-^ 
pearance of having recently arifen from the 
bed of ficknefs, fhe followed the fervant down^ 
and entered a room where gaiety was vifiblc 
even to extravagance.. The young ladies 
were tittering at fomething which was a fecret 
to every body but themfelves and Viftorine ; 
Lady Hawkhurfl: was entertaining, with a flow 
©f eloquence peculiarly her own, one of the 
vifitors who- were with them; the other and 
Chefterville were liftening to his Lordftiip 
relating a- bon mot of his own on fome elec- 
tion matters, at which, as was expedled of 
them,.both his auditors immoderately laughed. 
On the entrance of Ethelinde, whofc heart 
fiink ftill more at the found of mirth fo dif- 
cordant to her feelings, each of the party en- 
quired in the ufual way after her, and ex- 
prefTed fatisfaftion at feeing her well enough 
to come down to breakfaft, but none of them 
obferved or were enough interefted in her 
looks to remark the eyes, filled with expref- 

L 4 five 
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five concern, nor the pale and trembling lips 
with which (he returned their compliments. 

, Breakfaft over, Chefterville, who was going 
out to flioot with his- uncle, rofe to leave the 
room. Ethelinde then acquired courage to fay 
— ^^ Brother, may I fpeak with you before 
you go ?** 

" Aye," replied he, ^^ to be fureyou may j 
but make hafte, Ethy, becaufe you fee my 
Lord waits for me.'* He then withdrew to a 
window. Ethelinde wifhed he would quit 
the room, but however followed him, and 
faid, taking the French p^per from her pocket 
•— " Here is a newfpaper which has almoQ: 
killed me; read it, and you will not wonder 
at my terror and concern." 

'^ A newfpaper! what about?'* He took 
it, however, and haflily ran over the fentence 
fhe pointed out. " Oh !'* cried he, when he 
had read it, '^ *tis not worth while, child, to 
make yourfelf uneafy about this ; there are a 
hundred people of the name, I dare fay, in 
that part of the world. Never fret about it, 
becaufe it is a thoufand to one if it is Charles; 
and if it fliould be, your teizing yourfelf will 

be 
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'be of no manner of ufe. Hang the paper ; 
I wifh it had been burnt. Depend upon it, 
however, that it is not authentic. Do not be 
frightened about it ; and I would advife you 
neither to think of it yourfelf, or to fpeak of 
it to Mr. Harcourt or Mrs. Montgomery. 
We (hall have nothing but boring conjectures 
and lamentations ; and after all, 1 dare fwear 
there's not a word of truth in it." 

Then with an air which made it too evident 
that he cared not whether there was or no, fo 
long as his own enjoyments were not flattened 
or impeded by being obliged to affeft con- 
cern he did not feel, he turned away; and 
apologizing to Lord Hawkhurft for having 
detained him, he left the room. Little reafon 
as Ethelinde lately had to expedt tendernefs 
and feeling from her brother, (he was quite 
ovctwhelmed by this new inftance of his care* 
lefs ingratitude. She would have gone back 
to her room, there to indulge her tears ; but 
after an attempt to crofs that where (he was, 
(he fat down in the firft chair (lie reached, and 
fell into an agony of tears. 

L 5 This 
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This immediately drew towards her the at- 
tention of Lady Hawkhurft, the young ladies, 
and Viftorine, who, with more eagernefs than 
intereft, enquired what was the matter. She 
might eafily have imputed her tears to the cf- 
feft of what had happened to her the evening 
before ; but (he was in no condition to refleft 
on confequences, and pointing to Viftorine 
the account which had fo alarmed her, fhc 
befought in broken accents the younger of her 
coufins to affift her to her room. 

When (he was gone, Vidtorine read the pa- 
ragraph, and explained to the ladies who re- 
mained the engagements between Ethelinde 
and her coufin Montgomery. She fpoke of 
his lofs, as (he really felt it, with concern that 
diflTolved her alfo into tears; while Lady 
Hawkhurft, (hrevvd, difcerning, and ever alive 
to what might promote her favourite views, 
favv, after a moment's con(ideration, all the 
advantages which the grand projeft (he now 
had in hand might derive from this circum- 
ftance. Harcourt was every moment ex- 
pelled. The probability that he had loft his 
nephew, for whom he had told her he deftined 

a large 
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K large (hare of his fortune, made her fuccefs 
at once more probable and more defirable; and 
the tender fympathy which Lady Belle might 
exprefs, would open to his imagination a com- 
penfation for prefent. grief in the future fo- 
ciety of fo tender hearted and amiable a young; 
woman. 

Sruck with thefe ideas, and totally regard- 
kfs of the pain (he might inflid either on 
Ethelinde or the objedl of her experiment, . 
(he began in. flowingaccents to lament the un- 
happy catadrophe, of which (he would fufFer 
nobody to raife the leaft doubt. HerafFedted 
concern redoubled the (bbs of Vi&orine ; and 
L.ady Belle j who psrfeftly underftood her 
part, faw Mr. Harcourt's carriage drive up to 
the door, and was drowned immediately in 
fuch tears as a good aftrefs can with little 
eiFort produce. 

Harcourt, was (hewn into the room by the 
fervant, but. flopped at the door in amaze and 
concern, for he faw his daughter leaning 
againft Lady Helen in an agony of forrow, 
while Lady Hawkhurft held falts to her nofe ; 
and on the other fide of the room her eldcft 

daughter 
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daughter reclined her head on a table, and 
feemed equally overwhelmed with grief, 

** Good God !" exclaimed Harcourt, " what 
has happened ? Viftorine are you ill ? is Ethe- 
Hnde worfe ? Where is (he ? I befecch you 
keep me not in fufpence !'* 

*^ Oh, Sir I oh, Mr. Harcourt !'* exclaimed 
Lady Hawkhurft, in a theatrical tone, ^^ how 
Ihall we relate a circumftance which has 
truly pierced all our hearts ?" 

" Speak for God*s fake,'* cried Harcourt 
impatiently; " fpeak; is Ethelinde living 
and well?'' 

Lady Belle, who thought (he could now 
appear to advantage, rofe with an afTeftation 
of weaknefs ; and approaching Harcourt, (he 
held with one hand her handkerchief to her 
eyes, and laid the other gently on her arm— 
*' Dear Sir,'* cried (he, '* be patient. Ethe- 
linde, my lovely, my beloved coufin is well, 
and will, I hope— I (incerely hope, furvive the 
fevereft blow a fen(ible heart can feel ; that 
oflo(ing the dear objedt of its tendernefs!** 
As if this idea was too terrible, (he now re- 
treated, and fat down in a chair; while Har- 
court, 
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court, more and more aftonilhed and tci rified^ 
could only in an hurried and inarticulate way 
again implore them ail to explain themlelves* 
This at length Lady Hawkhurft did; and 
Harcourt, trembling as he read the paper 
which fhe put into his hands, grew extremely 
lick when he had fini(hed it, and faid in a 
voice hardly audible—** It is, I fear, too true. 
So fade for ever all my fond hopes from that 
quarter \ Oh ! my poor fifter !'* 

The change in his councenance now gave 
an opportunity to Lady Hawkhurft to infift 
on his fwallowing a cordial (he brought him,, 
which Lady Belle prefented with her own 
hand, and fighingas (he did it, cried—" Why 
does fate thus perfecute the amiable and wor* 
thy ! I am ,told that the dear friend you la- 
ment was every thing that can delight the 
eye or charm the heart of Avoman.'* 

** He was more, Madam," faid Harcourt : 
^* he was all that a parent could afk of hea- 
ven ; the pride of his family, of his country, 
and of human nature.** 

*' Like j^// too in his figure," interrupted 

Lady 
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Lady Hawkhurft. " Oh ! heaven, what a 
cruel blow !" 

Harcourt was unfitted to return the com-*- 
pliments they intended him; he was indeed 
hardly confcious of where he was, but fat Cu 
lent and motionlefs, till Vi6torine,whofe. con- 
cern was reali approached him — " Look not 
fo diftreffed my dear father/* cried (he, as (he 
threw her arms round him. He pre(red her 
to his bread; and burfting into tears, felt 
himfelf fo much relieved that he was able to 
rife and aik leave to retire with her for a few 
moments into another room. 

At the door, however, he met Ethelinde, 
who had pafled the (hort lime (he had been 
abfent in a very different manner. She had 
called ofFher thoughts a moment fromherfelf 
to the mother and uncle of Montgomery ; and 
in feeling with fuch poignancy her own anxir 
ous terrors, forgot not thofe which would 
overwhelm tliem, and probably be fatal to one 
or both. Her genuine love for him ^ made all 
he had love J doubly dear to her in that mor 
ment of diftrefs ; and (he had determined, 
however difficult and painful the effe<ft might 

be, 
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be, to conceal from them the anguifti that 
preyed on her fpirits, at leaft till confirmatioit 
of the mournful news made diffimulation im- 
poflible. 

But though (he had collefted fortitude 
enough to defcend with fome compofure to 
receive Mr. Harcourt, it vaniflied at once, 
when on meeting him (he faw expreiTed in 
his countenance that he had already learned 
all (he wifhed to conceal from him* It (Iruck 
her at once that he had had it authenticated 
by fome other means ; and the faint hope 
which had hitherto fupported her vaniQiing 
at once, her fpirits could contend no longer ; 
a mortal palenefs was on her face ; her eyes 
clofed ; and (he would have fallen on the 
ground, had he not ftepped towards her and 
fupported her to a chair. It was, however, 
fome minutes before (he recovered, and many 
more before he could convince her that he 
knew nothing of Montgomery but what he 
had learned of the ladies who had received 
him. This conviftion feemed a little to re- 
lieve her ; and as it was ftill poflible to keep 
the circumftance a fecret from Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, 
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Lady Newcndcn will foon be fo publicly 
known, that it is as unneceffary as painful for 
mc to dwell on it to you. For myfelf, I am 
too certainly very wretched •, but 1 have infi- 
nite confolation in reflcfting that I endea- 
voured to fave her, aqd that I deferved to fuc- 
cced. Freed, therefore, from all felf reproach, 
I can encounter with firmncfs the uneafy tafk 
before me. The cnfuing winter will difen* 
gage me from an unhappy woman, whom I 
ftill think of with pity, and the reft of my 
life muft be dedicated to thole beloved chil- 
dren who are not Icfs dear to me than if their 
mother had deferved my aifedion. May I 
not fay, my lovely friend, that I have alfo 
much foothing confolation in expefting from 
you that gentle pity which only friendfhip can 
give to my fick iieart; and which, pure and 
angelic as ic is, your happy Montgomery will 
himfelf allow you to beftow on your unfortu- 
nate and faithful 

E, Nkwenden.'* 

The uneafincffs of Ethelinde was greatly 
cncreafed by this intelligence. It feemcd as 

if 
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if calamity was ever to overwhelm, in fome 
form or other, thofe (he moft loved, and who 
moft merited her afFeftion. She pafled fome 
hours alone in the moft melancholy refltdionSt 
Mrs. Montgomery then fent up to beg to 
fee her -, and (he wiped the tears from her 
eyes, and endeavoured to hide the traces of 
that anguifh which preyed on her fpirits. 
The letter, however, of Sir Edward New- 
enden, it was necefiary to communicate to 
her friend i and to her friendfhip and concern 
for him, the uneafinefs which Ethelinde 
found it impofTible wholly to difguife, was in 
a great meafure imputed. 

When (he was alone with Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, the part Ihe was obliged to fuftain was 
rendered fomctimes almoft infupportablc 
by continual converfaiion about Montgo- 
mery^ who, as he occupied all his mothef'5 
thoughts, engroflfed alio her difcourle. Some- 
times dcfponding and reprefcnting every thing 
that might happen to him in the moft me- 
lancholy light, fhe accufed herfelf of raflmefs 
and folly for having promoted his voyage; at 
other times (lie feemvd lo wi(h to be fliewn 

more 
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more agreeable vifions, and to have the great 
probability of his return reprefented to her : 
¥^hile fhe indulged herfelf in dwelling on the 
tranfports with which (he fhould embrace 
him ; the happinefs which would crown her 
latter days in feeing him uniucd to Ethelinde; 
and how much the clofe of her life, amidft a 
family of his, would repay her for all her fuf- 
fcrings through many years of afBiftion. 

When vifions fo enchanting pofTcfled her 
imagination, Ethelinde, who grew every day 
more convinced of their fallacy, found all her 
refolution giving way before the fhocking 
idea of a mother thus flattering herfelf with 
fond hopes of happinefs with him who was 
already gone for ever ; dwelling with pride 
and exultation on thofe virtues which had 
long fince received their reward in heaven; 
and tenderly tracing on her mind the changes 
which time and climate might have made on 
that form and thofe features which were now 

" Perhaps under the 'whelming tide, 

"** Vifiting the bottom of the monftrous world." 

Still, 
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~^till, whatever it coft her^ Ethelinde guarded 
carefully againft betraying what ihe felt on 
hearing this converfation. But the effort was 
too great to be fufiained long without a vifi- 
ble alteration in her health. Her only re- 
lief was the melancholy refource of talking 
about Montgomery with Mr. Harcourr, who 
had written to every quarter from whence in- 
formation was likely to be obtained, and who 
now awaited anfwers with the moft painful 
impatience. But in this (he feldom dared in- 
dulge herfelf leaft it fhould raife fufpicion ; 
and opportunities every day became more 
rare; for Lord and Lady Hawkhurft and 
their family had now obtained fuch a footing, 
that they feemed to form only one fociety with 
the inhabitants of Clare Park. Chefterville, 
always out on parties, had not yet difcovered 
the motive of his uncle's extraordinary at- 
tachment to Mr. Harcourt, and Vidorinc 
was too little acquainted with the arts of fuch 
a woman as Lady Hawkhurft to guefs at all 
what fhe was about: but Ethelinde, though 
fhe gave up the greateft part of her time to 
- Mrs. Montgomery, law enough to convince 

her 
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her of the nature of her Ladyfliip's views ; 
and fhe faw too, not without uneafinefs on 
behalf of her brother, that Harcourt was 
much more fenfibleof their attention than on 
their firft acquaintance: and when they were 
alone, he fomctimes fpoke of Lady Arabella 
in terms which made her apprehend it very 
likely that he might be brought, by no very 
flow degrees, to confole himfelf for his former 
misfortunes by a fecond marriage. Lady 
Belle wore no rouge ; fhe had taken quite a 
grave and retired turn { talked only of do- 
meilic comforts and the pleafure of improving 
fuch a beautiful place as Clare Park •, cx- 
preffcd virtuous difgufl: at the difllpation and 
abandoned morals of modern young men ; 
and declared that happinefs in her idea con- 
fided in living in elegant retirement, with a 
man of fenfe, who had pafled the fummer of 
life, and whofe mind was foftened and refined 
by that knowledge of the world which too 
often hardens and corrupts it : and when fhe 
had drawn a pifture of Mr. Plarcourt, fhe 
would look at him tenderly, figh deeply, and 
then, as if confcious of what flie had done, 

leave 
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leave the room in confufion. Her perfon was 

fine, and her manners very infinuating y and 
Ethelindc every day beheld the progrefs (he 
made in the heart of Harcourt— an h art, 
which feeling every hour more feverely the 
vacancy made in it by the death of his fon, by. 
his daughter's diflipated turn, which made 
her incapable of filling it or returning his 
affcftion, and now by the too probable lofs of 
his nephew, naturally fought fome other 
objeft on which to repofe -, and could hardly 
fail of being flattered in believing he had met 
that objcft in the form of an handfome and 
amiable woman. His fortune was fo large 
that he thought he might marry without in- 
juftice to his daughter, on whofe child he * 
propofed making very large fcttlements ; and 
to this idea he by degrees familiarized his 
mind, till he determined to confult his fifter 
and Ethelinde on it; for on their advice, judg- 
ment, and difintercfted afFcftion, he had fuch 
reliance that he would take no ftep of fuch 
confcquenc^ as that of opening his intentions 
to Lord Hawkhurft till he had confulced 
them. The firft opportunity, therefore, that 
Vol; V. M he 
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he had of being alone with Ethelinde he took 
occafion to complain of the comiaual abfence 
of.Cheflerville^ ^nd his eoornK)us expencc»-^ 
^ I would not pain ym^ my dcarcft Ethe* 
linde, for the world : but in very truths my 
fortune, large as it is^ muft foon be confidera^c 
bly injured, and I am fure you think that 
were I to fufFcr this to go on I (hould be 
guilty of great injuilice to little Harry, to his 
mother, and to my ft If ; to fay nothing of 
my fitter and of our beloved Montgomery^ 
who, as I will flill hope, may yet retiirji to: 



^%:' 



1 ^^ Certainly," replied Ethelinde, ** I da 
think fb •, and I have often regretted the in- 
curable paflion which my brother fcems to 
have for expenfive pleafures." 

*^ 'Tis lefs,'* continued Harcourt, *' what 
comes ufually under the denomination of 
plcafures that I regret, than his conftant at- 
tendance at gaming tables; of which, though 
pains have been taken to conceal it from me, 
I am well informed. I know, that notwirh- 
ftanding the large funis with which he has 
been fupplied by my order, he has raifed 

money 
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money* by thofe methods which have been 
fatal CO fo many young men. I own this in- 
formation has made me very uneafy ; nor does 
it indeed much contribute to my comfort to 
fee the avidity with which Viftorine enters 
into a ftyle of life as injurious to her as dif« 
pleafing to me. I am often ill; I expefted 
in her to find a nurfe, who, from love and 
gratitude, would have delighted to attend me. 
I am often low fpiritcd, and oppreflTed with 
that fort of melancholy which the foft and 
confoling voice of afFeftion can alone remove. 
Does my daughter attend or confole me? 
Alas no ! She is either out on fome party of 
pleafure, or furrounded at home by giddy 
creatures like herfclf, and idle young men, 
who would ridicule any attention (he (hewed 
to her father; yet (he has not a bad heart ; 
(he does not want feeling; and Chefterville 
might have rendered her as lovely in her mind 
as her perfon." 

. Ethelinde aflented to this ; and then Har- 
court proceeded to tell her that ill health 
made a London refidence fo unfit for him that 
he had rcfolved to remain in the country j 

M2 that 
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that Mrs. Montgomery having declined tak* 
ing her refidence wholly with him, he (hould 
then be left quite alone ; and in (hort that 
he had very ferious thoughts of marrying 
Lady Belle Chefterville •, as he believed, that 
notwithftanding her high birth and educa- 
tion, (he had all that compofure of mind and 
all thofe fentiments which would render him 
happy — " And," continued he, " it feems^ to 
me that this ftep is nor only likely to fecurc 
me an eafy and tender companion for the re- 
mainder of my days, but will alfo be the moft 
certain means of convincing your brother of 
his error before he has farther involved him- 
felf. When I am married, he will find it 
more diiHcult, if not impoffible, to raife mo- 
ney on the profped of inheriting my eftate, 
and I (hall take care that before the affair is 
concluded, fuch a part of it (hall be fettled 
on his fon, and fuch a part on Viftorine and 
himfelf during their lives, as (hall fecure to 
them, even if I (hould have a fecond family, 
a very fufBcient and even fplendid income. 
On my fifter alfo I (hall fettle one of the farms 
I have in StafFordihire, which produces a clear 

four 
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four hundred a year, and I (hall inveft in the 
flocks ten thoufand pounds in the names of 
truftecs whom I fhall appoint for her and her 
fon/' 

Ethclinde, though before well convinced, 
from many obfervacions, that Mr, Harcourc 
had thought much on this fubjcft, was how- 
ever furprifed to find he had fo thoroughly 
arranged his plan. He ceafed fpeaking, and 
fcemed to expedl her anfwcrj fhc was by no 
means prepared to give it; and remaining 
fomc time filcnty he at length faid — '^ Tell 
me, Ethelinde, what are your fcntiments?" 

** That you have an undoubted right. Sir, 
to form any conned ion which appears to you 
likely to render you happy." 
. " Give me then,'* anfwered he, " with your 
ufual fmcerity, your opiuion whether your cou- 
fin Lady Belle is likely to make fuch a wife 
as I expeft^" 

Ethelinde was now cruelly diftreffcd : fh* 
knew that her coufin had, to carry her point, 
been ading a part altogether unlike her own 
charader,. which was fpirited, arrogant, vola- 
tile^ and diflipated; Ihe knew that in town 

M3 (he 
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(he paffed whole nights at the card-table, and 
was the firft in the circle of fafhion and gaiety ; 
(he knew her incapable of real afTeftion, felf- 
i(h, and ambitious; and that (he was extremely 
artful her prefent fuccefs evinced^^ Ethelinde, 
however, was very unwilling to lay all or any 
part of what (he knew ; (lie was equally un- 
willing to fay what (he did not think; and yet 
to evade fuch a queftion was difficult, without 
giving Harcourt reafon to believe that (he was 
either difingenuous or interefted. 

Again (he paufed ; but HarCOurt again 
iprcflSng hef to fpeak, (hefaid,that never hav- 
ing been much with her coufins (he was in- 
-competent to judge of their characters, but 
that Lady Arabella appeared at prefent very 
amiable ; then haftening from a point on 
which (he could nor fpeak to her own fatis- 
faftion, (he a(ked whether his converfation 
with her was in confidence, or whether (he 
'was at liberty to fpeak of it. 

" You may mention it if you pleafe," re- 
plied he; ** I mean to fpeak ofitmyfelfto 
' my filler ; and for the reft of the family I think 
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it will come lefs awkwardly from you than 
•from me/* 

Mr. Harcourt then went up to the apart- 
ment of Mrs. Montgomery, and Ethelinde 
into the park to confider what (he (hould do. 
Her brother was forty miles from home ; Vic- 
-torine was alfo abfent on a vifit; the return of 
both was uncertain,and (he well underftood that 
there was no time to be loft. She determined, 
'therefore, to write inftantly to Chefterville; 
and having done fo, and fent her letter away 
exprefs> (he returned to Mrs. Montgomery, 
whom (he found veiy uneafy at the converfa- 
tion (he had had with her brother. 

** You know me, my Ethelinde, too well," 
faid (he, " to make it neceffary for me to de- 
clare to you that my fentiments on this mat- 
ter are wholly di(interefted ; but this Lady 
•Belle — (hall I tell you very fimply that I do 
not like her ? She feems to me to fuffer a 
perpetual ftruggle between her real and her 
afllimed charafter; and then Lady Hawk- 
hurft is fo haughty, fo loud, fo diftatorial, fo 
much of the veteran Woman of falhion— (he 
feems to have no principle, if I juay fo ex- 

M 4 prefs 
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prefs myfelf, but intereft, and to have no 
feelings but thofe of pride and ambition* 
Even her aftedions for her children have 
taken this turn ; and I am convinced that (he 
would rejoice to fee them great, though cer- 
tain they were miferable. What will become 
of my poor brother, if he finds himfelf de-. 
ceived ; and, when it is too late, difcovers 
that inftead of a dove he has purchafed a bird 
whofe fine plumage covers the fpirit of a 
vulture/* 

*' Indeed/' replied Ethelinde, '* I greatly 
dread it." She then told Mrs. Montgomery 
her real opinion of the character of Lady 
Belle; and they agreed that unlefs Chcfterville 
managed better than they expefted he would 
do, Mr. Harcourt would certainly fall into 
the fnare prepared for him* ^^ As for my- 
felf," faid Mrs. Montgomery, ^' I am deter- 
mined to return as foon as poffible to Graf- 
mere. There I am — not happy indeed — for 
happinefs and I are perhaps divided for ever ; 
but I am at leaft ealier than here ; where, in- 
dulgent as my brother is to my love of foli- 
tude, I am cxpofed to frequent interruptions 

from 
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from perfons who, as they mean only civility, 
I cannot offend by refufing their fociety. I 
am unwilling alfo to appear bufy in regard to 
this marriage. If my brother is determined 
iipon it, as I believe he is, my oppofition will 
. incur only^his diflike, a.nd that I cannot bear; 
I (hall certainly become hateful to Lady 
Belle, who will probably obtain influence 
enough over him to deaden all other affec- 
tions; and therefore, Ethelinde, I (hall fix 
on next Tuefday to begin our journey," 

Ethelinde affured her that her wi(h had long 

. been to return to Graf mere. She knew that 

before the day Mrs. Montgomery had named 

Chefteirville would return, and that (he (lioukl 

have acquitted herfelf as far as poflible in 

giving him an opportunity of attempting at 

leaft to prevent a marriage fo fatal to the 

.profpedts his ambition had laid out before 

.him: for the reft, had (he been convinced 

- that Lady Belle would have made Mr. Har- 

court happy, (lie Avould have fhought it inex- 

cufable to endeavpur^ liberal as his intentions 

were in regard to her brother, to have dif- 

iiiaded him from the marriage. 

The rage and agitation of Cheftervillc on 
' J M 5 Vn\^ 
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' his return are not to be defcribed. It ^aft 
with the utmoft difficulty that Ethelinde could 
prevent his going to expoftulate in very ui> 
guarded terms with Mr. Harcourt. On Lady 
Hawkhurft he laviflied every term of diflike 
which his anger and threatjened difappoint- 
ment diftated; and inftead of confidering 
what he (hould do to counteraft her projefts, 
he continued to rail againft her for having 
formed them ; while Ethelinde, forry as (he 
was for his uneafinefs, could hardly hdp 
thinking he was in fome mealbre juftly pu- 
niQied for the avidity with which he had cul- 
tivated acquaintance and friendftiip with the 
family who had neglefted his father in the 
bitter hour of adverfity, Jlnd had apparently 
forgotten, when he himfelf mod needed their 
friendfliip, thofe claims of kindred which they 
affiduoufly renewed the moment that they faw 
him in the funfhine of fortune. This, holw- 
ever, was no time to remind him of the folly 
of his conduft ; and all Mrs. Montgomery 
and Ethelinde could do, was to endeavour to 
appeafe him, and point out to him the means 
to prevent what- he feared. All his jealoufy 
and ^iftruft of them, which had made him fo 

cold 
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cold and indifferent even to his fitter, now va- 

niQied ; and he befought Mrs. Montgomery, 

with an earneftnefs almoft abjeft, to (lay anci 

affift Viftorine in diffuading her father from 

this dreaded marriage: but this (he pofitivety 

thoijgh politely refufed ; and on the day (he 

liad fettled to go, (he took an affeftionate 

leave of Mr. Harcourt (to whom, in a private 

conference, (he had in(ifted much on the ne- 

ce(fity of being well informed of the real cha- 

rafter of her to whom he meant to entruft the 

peace of his future life,) and then with Ethe- 

linde departed for her cottage at Grafmere, 

iiotwithftanding all the entreaties of Chefter- 

ville and Viftoririe that they would ftay, and 

' the reludtance of Mr. Harcourt to part with 

them. 



CHAPJ 
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CHAPTER XII. 



I 



N the quiet folitude of Grafmere, where 
every objedt ferved to bring before her the 
image of Montgomery and the happinefs 
which (he once hoped to enjoy in living there 
with him— hopes that (he now believed were 
vaniftied for ever— the fpirits of Ethelindc 
feemed likely wholly to forfake her. To 
conceal her terrors from Mrs* Montgomery 
was a tafk which every hour became more 
difficult and more painful; but (he reflefted 
that (he was by this diffimulation (aving from 
infanity or from death one fo dear to him; 
and (he befought heaven to give her ftrength 
to reprefs and conceal her own forrow fo long 
as (he could fulfil any duty towards the mo- 
ther of him (he adored* 

That mother, with a mind ftrong beyond 
her fex, and with all the refources of comfort 
offered by religion, was yet hourly (inkiog 
under the anguifh which uncertainty inflifted. 
Often (he accufed herfelf of having haftilyfa- 

crificed 
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Crificed him to unworthy motives ; and whea- 
ever (he had courage to fpcak upon the fub- 
je6t, which (he could not always do, (he la- 
mented her precipitation in terms of the bit* 
.tereft regret. Her anxiety for letters now be- 
came exceffive ; and Ethelinde was alarmed 
by every one (he opened leaft (he Ihould re- 
ceive news of fatal import. Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, often unable to contend with the dread- 
ful p^in of -anxiety, was compelled to have 
recourfe to opiates to obtain flcep, and fome- 
^times preferred entire folitude even to: the 
company of Ethelinde. 

For fome days the uneafinefs (he was in 
about her brother added greatly to the diftrefs 
of Mrs. Montgomery, as well as ,to that of 
, Ethelinde. Its objedt was then changed by 
their hearing that he had been feized with are- 
. turn of his ufual illnefs, which had been fo 
violent for fome time as to reduce him to the 
point of death, and that in confequence of his 
phyfician's advice he was going to Bath. The 
accounts they afterwards received from thence 
fpoke only of his amending health; and the 
tendernefs Vidorine had (hewn towards him 
leemed to have had its effed in detaching fais 
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•mind at Icaft for the prefent ftom thoughts 
-of a marriage fo fatal to her ititerefl:,^ and pro- 
hihiy to his own repofe, 
.. The fituation of Sir Edvvaixi Newendeh 
was an additional weight on the mind of Ethe- 
jlinde. Lady Newenden's eonduft was iio*^ 
J>ecome matter of difcuffion in the newfpia- 
pers. Ethelinde had a ftiort letter from hirli 
-to inform her he was arrived in London : he 
.^as unhappy ; and her foft heart bled for his 
-unhappinefs amidft the fuperior calamities 
rthat oppreffed her. Whenever Mrs. Montgo- 
mery defired to be wholly alone, Ethelinde, 
who never otherwife left her, wandered away 
to thofe fcenes where (he could indulge hefi» 
felf moft in the fad luxury of recalling Mont- 
vgomery forcibly to her mind. Sometimes (he 
. fat under the willow (he had been fo fond of; 
it's withered leaves were now falling, and it's 
long flexible branches, as they waved in the 
wind around her, feemed to whifper only for- 
row ; but her moft frequent walks were along 
the edge of the kke, now often ruflied by 
wild gufts from the hills, and darkened by 
heavy clouds, to the creek where Montgo- 
aiery had (hatched her from death. A group 

of 



\ 
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Ider and birch grew near it; and when 
"^ left Grafmere, they had afforded a de- 
cade over it's graffy borders; but 
1> ihe little foliage they retained was of a 

^int yellow, forming a mournful but not un- 
■pleafing contraft with the dark hollies and half 
leiflefs oaks that ftarted from the niafs df 
rocks which arofe behind them. Here (be 
frequently lamented that (lie had not pcriftied. 
'" Had I died then/' faid (he, " how much 
of fufiering had I efcaped ! Oh! Montgo- 
mery ! why did you refcue me from death to 
furvive my father, to fee my friends wretched, 
and now to weep over the memory of happi^ 
incfs loft for ever I But for your fatal afFec- 
'tion for me, you might now have been the 
fupport of your widowed mother. 'Tis I 
have deftroyed you ; yet I live to believe it, 
and may linger many years vainly to lament 
' you ! " 

Another of her melancholy wanderings was 
longer : it was to the feat which Sir Edward 
Newenden had made in the cliff above Graf- 
mere Park, where (he met Montgomery in 
the firft days of their attachment. It was en- 
deared to her by a thoufand tender recoUec- 
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tions. There Montgomery had firft told her 
he loved her; and there, after fhe left Graf- 
mere to attend on her father, he had beenac* 
cuftomed to fit and think of her. The feat 
was a little cave in a foft faridy rock ; over 
it*s unequal afch the ivy, mingled with cle- 
matis, wild hop, briony, and woody night- 
ftiade, fornied feftoons which half concealed 
. the entrance. Within wa^ a rude table, oa 
. which Montgomery had tK>ld her he had writ- 
ten thofe lirtle pieces of poetry which (he had 
' with fo much pleafure heard him repeat ; and 
there yet remained a memorial of his ufual 
way of pafling his time in this fequeftered 
fpot, for on one of the mafles of rock he had 
engraved her cypher. On this ftie now per- 
petually gazed, leaning her. head on the oak 
table before her. The waterfall, which was 
.now fwelled by autumnal rains into a rapid 
torrent, gulhingfrom the alpineheights above, 
and feeking it's way to the lake. among the 
. rocks immediately near her, at once encreafed 
.and foothed her fadnefe. Amid the ruQiing 
of the torrent, and the hollow fighing of tl}e 
w^ind that fwelled it's found, (he often fui^ 
*^to fuch abfence of mind, and yielded fo 

entirely 



ik 
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entirely to the impreflions of fancy, that (he 
believed (he really heard the voice of Mont- 
gomery. 

In thefe reveries (he was fometimes fo ab* 
forbed, that neither the threatened ftorm nor 
the approach of night had power to awaken 
her from them ; but the neceflGty of attending 
Mrs. Montgomery, to whom (lie generally 
read an hour or two before (he went to her 
bed, made her, before night fall, quit this 
fcene of forrowful contemplation, which, as 
(he left, (he ufually uttered an apoftrophe to 
Montgomery. — ^* I go,'" cried (he, as if he 
really heard her — *' I go to acquit myfelf of 
my duty to your mother. Oh ! come with 
me, beloved of both our hearts ! and in dreams 
at leaft let me fee thee, though we in this world 
may meet no more!" 

Thus paflTed the month of Oftober. The 
dreary weather of the following month, tho* 
it often wrapped in blue mifts the fcene (he fo 
much loved, and choaked with leaves the 
narrow way that wound among the rocks to- 
wards it, prevented not her folitary rambles. 
The very horrors of the furrounding landfcape 
now afforded her the only gratification (he 
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was capable of tafting, and thus in the words 
of an exquifite moder,n poet, (he fometimes 
addreffed the wild and forlorn fcene around 
her — 

" To this fad foul more welcome are thy glooms, 
'• Than Spring's green bowers, or Summer '-s gaudy 

bloomsy 
** Nor afks an heart that only breathes to iigb^ 
. ** A warmer man£on-—or a kinder iky »'^* 

It was now, however, near the end of the 
months ; and the frofts, which were now of- 
ten fevere, threatened to make her beloved 
fpot inacceffibleby fpreading (heets of ice over 
the mountain path, • This approaching dQ- • 
privation made her with more avidity enjoy 
her favorite fcene while it vvas poflible; and 
cold as it now was, (he had placed herfelf 
there early one morning, when her eyes were 
fuddenly ftruck with an iinufual volume of 
fmoak afcending from the chimneys of Graf- 
mere Abbey, which lay immediately beneath 
her. The houfc had appeared till now hardly 
inhabited ; the windows were feldom opened^ 
and no fire feemed to be made but in the 

♦ Mifs Scvirard's Louifa^ 

houfe^ 
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houfekeeper's room at one end of it.* Ethe- 
linde had fent feveral times, fince her prefent 
abode at the cottage, to enquire after Mrs. 
Dickenfon, but had avoided going thither 
becaufe her fpirits were unequal to the quef- 
tions which (lie knew the good woman would 
afk. She had now no other idea than that 
•the rooms were airing on account of the damp 
-weather ; but as (he thought it poffible that 
Mrs. Dickenfon might have heard of Sir Ed- 
-ward and the children fince Ihe had, fhe de- 
*termincdto go down to the houfe to enquire. 
She defcended, therefore, by the way that led 
* towards the abbey, croffed the lawn, and en- 
tered by a glafs door which opened into a 
'parlour. She traverfed it, and hearing fome- 
body move in the ftudy which adjoined it, 
•(he concluded it to be the houfekeeper, and 
opening the door, was ftruck with the fight 
of Sir Edward Newenden himfelf, pale ind 
emaciated, fitting in his dreflSng gown at u 
-table, on which he was writing. He lifted 
-not up his eyes on her opening the door. 
The room was long and fomewhat dark; 
•and as (he aJmoft involuntarily approached 
hiiTi, he faid in a low voice, ftill without 
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moving his qyes from the paper— ^* Dicken-* 
fon, let Matthew get ready to carry this ktter 
to Mrs. Montgomery." 

" Sir Edward !" faid Ethehnde, in a faint 
tone. 

At the. found of her voice he dropped hi& 
pen, darted up, and crying as he advanced— 
*' My Ethelinde ! my angel \" he clafped 
her to his heart. The fuddennefs of the in^ 
terview, and the pale and dejedted figure of 
her benefliftor, were together too much for 
her feebb fpirits, and (he almoft fainted in 
his arms. ; 

He placed her on a chair ; and as foon as 
(he feemed reftored to her fenfes, he, who ap- 
peared not entirely to poflefs his own, cried— 
** You know then the circumftance of which 
I thought it would be my lot, unwillingly, 
and with an aching heart, to inform you; but 
oh why would you in fuch a ftate of mind 
come fo far ?'* 

^' Know what ?'" faulteringly aiked Ethe- 
linde.—^* What do you fuppofe 1 know? 
Lady Newenden? is it of her?'* Then the 
idea that what he alluded to related to Mont- 
gomery, confufedly entered her mind^;--" Or 

is 
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Is it," continued fhe> " is it — I dare nbt aflc 
'-^the French account about which I wrote 
^o you— the confirmation — the — " 

She ftruggled for breath to go on, but 
could not. Her eyes were fixed with a look 
of wildnefs and horror on Sir Edward. She 
grafped one of his hands eagerly in hers. — 
** Tell me/' cried (he, '^ tell me, I conjure 
you. Certainty, however dreadful, 1 could, 
I think I could better bear than this terrible 
fufpenfe." 

*• The information that piper contained, 
my Ethelinde, is unhappily too true. When 
I received your letter, 1 made enquiry at Pa- 
ris. The accounts I have from thence leave 
no doubt————'* 

* ** It is enough — ic is enough,'* cried Ethe- 
linde^ *' I cannot hear particulars." A 
deadly palenefs was on her face, a (hudder- 
ing convuKive figh burft from her heart; but 
fhe was incapable of (bedding tears ; and Sir 
Edward beheld with terror the wild and glazed 
look with which her eyes fcemed to follow 
pound the room fome imaginary figure. More 
alarmed by this ftill and filenc horror than he 
would have been at the mod violent expref- 
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fions of grief, he endeavoured to awaken Ker 
from the heavy 0iock which feemed to have- 
locked up her fenfes*'* 

*• Ethelinde," cried he, " for mercy's 
fake rccolle&yourfelf: what have I told you 
that you did not before know, at lead that 
you had not too much reafon tofufpeft? Re- 
member^ I befeech you, what you owe to the* 
mother of him you lament! — of him to whom 
your forrows are now ufelefs. Remember 
what you owe to yourfelf, and to your furviv- 
inor friends. There is one at leaft to whom 

o 

the fight of you, in your prefent (late, is morfr 
dreadful, more infupportable than his own 
misfortunes/' 

Unconfcious of what he had faid, unknow- 
ing what (he anfwered, Ethelinde now with 
the fame wild look gazed a moment on the 
face of Sir Edward j and repeating his laft 
woids, cried — *' Misfortunes! what misfor- 
tunes? is any body unfortunate but me ? no! 
no ! Mrs. Montgomery and I bear them all 
between us !" 

*' Indeed, Ethelinde," faid he, " I cannot 
fupport this !" He left her, and walked to 
the other end of the room. *' Good God !'* 

whifpercd 
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^hifpcred he to himfelf, ** what fliaU I do 
with her ? If I could provoke her to tears— 
to exclamation— any thing were better than thU. 
alarming ftupor/* 

He now again walked towards her.— ^' I 
thought, Ethelinde/* faid he gravely, as he 
again approached her—" 1 thought you had 
fome regard for me. I find I was cruelly 
miftaken. You will not even allow me the 
privilege of weeping with you. you forget 
that Montgomery was my friend •, that I 
loved hihi as my brother'; admirtd his cha- 
rva<^r, and honoured his virtues* Would to 
God bis fate had been more fortunate, or ra- 
ther would I could have exchanged my de- 
ftiny for his. Life to bim was of value, for 
yau loved him ; to me it is a torment, for I 
am bereft of every thing that rendered it de- 
firable^ except thofe dear unfortunate and 
motherlefs little ones, for whom I hoped to 
have found a friend in you. But you rejeft 
us and forget us all." 

The firft intelligence, conveying the cer- 
tainty of what (he dreaded, had given a blow 
to the heart of -Ethelinde, which had dunned 
aU her fenfes. In a few moments, recollec- 
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tion, roufed by the forrowful vehemence of 
Sir Edward's manner, returned, and a vio- 
lent burft of tears relieved her. Sir Edward, 
glad to fee her weep, attempted not to check 
the courfe of her tears, but as her heart 
fccmcd as if it would burft, he thought it 
better to call the houfekeeper, and quit her 
himfelf till the violence cf her grief fubfidcd. 
He therefore went himfelf and fent in Mrs. 
Dickenfon, who fat filcntly by her ; and after 
a dreadful fit of crying, fhe funk into a more 
quiet ftate, and rccoUefted that Mrs. Mont* 
gomery would probably be alarmed at her 
ftay. She enquired the hour; and being told 
that it was about one o'clock, (he defired to 
fee Sir Edward, who immediately attended 
Jier. As he approached her, (he held out her 
hand to him. — '^ My dear Sir Edward," faid 
fhe, with as much fteadinefs of voice as fhe 
could acquire, " I believe I have been un- 
grateful. Pardon me ; I am too wretched 
to excite any thing but pity. You are not 
angry with me ?" 

*^ Angry, my dear Ethelinde,'* replied he, 
preffing her hand to his lips. *' Is it pofliblc 
you could for a moment fuppofe it f I thank 

God 
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God tliat you arc calmer; exert not your- 
fclf to talk, but endeavour to bear with 
patience an inevitable misfortune. Nothing 
is fo ufelefs as the confolation ufually offered- 
—I attempt not to confole you. — I cannot 
if I would!'* A deep and convulfive figh 
rendered almoft inarticulate the anfwer of 
Ethelinde.-— " Ah! Sir Edward, there is 
another perfon to confole whom it will be as 
difficult- Poor Mrs. Montgomery !—diu$ 
ends then that miferable uncertainty which 
you have been fo little able to bear; thus 
ends the laft hope of your days. How (hall 
I tell her ? Sir Edward, I feel it to be im- 
poffible.— I can never relate to her a cataf- 
trophe of which flic has yet no idea— I 
fliould die in the attempt!'* 

** Do not then attempt it," faid he« 
^^ And yet," interrupted Etbclinde, " to 
whom can I entruft it? — Now, perhaps at 
this moment, flie wonders at my ftay. — She 
will miftruft fomcthing, let me therefore 
return immediately." 

Sir Edward, glad to find flic had now her 
perfect recoUedion, fat down by her; and, 
after confulting a moment with the old 

Vol. V* N \xo>3i.fcVfc^\j^\ ^ 
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houfekccper, they determined, that, as flic 
dTo anxiouily defircd to return, he wouM 
-.take her to the cottage in his poft 
■chaife, and there be governed by the fitua- 
i:ion in which he found Mrs. Montgomery 
whether he fliould difcover to her her mif- 
ibrtunes, or fend for Mr, Harcourt to be 
vwith her before he overwhelmed her with 
♦^tidings fo infupportable. To this plan 
Ethelinde agreed : Sir Edward withdrew to 
fgive orders for the chaife, and Mrs. Dickcn- 
5fon aflifted Ethelinde to prepare for going ; her 
own trembling hands and dreaming eyes being 
tut of little ufe to her. She then tottered 
adown (lairs, and was put into the carriage. 
The coach way was near three miles round; 
:and as they went Sir Edward had time to 
gcxhort Ethelinde to preferve, as much as 
ihe could, the appearance of compofurc 
before the unhappy mother. " Remem- 
ber,"' faid he, " that a very fudden 
ihock may deprive her of life, or of her 
fcnfes; you confidcr her health and repofc 
ras facrcd depofits left you by Montgomery ; 
you will not therefore confult them lefs now, 
thua while you had yet hopes of rendering 

to 
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to him an account of your tnafL*' Ethclindc 
acknowledged that (he ought to do as he 
directed, and, though trembling and faint, 
aflured him (he would try at it^. Nothing 
ferved fo much to recall her own fortitude 
as the recoUedtion that, without it, (lie muft 
fee her venerable and beloved friend fink 
under her misfortunes without being able 
to help her ; and this confideration induced 
her to reftrain, though it could not diminifh^ 
the anguifti of her heart. 

When they arrived at the cottage, they 
found Mrs. Montgomery at firfl a little fur- 
prized by feeing a carriage at her door fo unex- 
peftedly. The countenance too of Ethelinde 
would have alarmed her, had not (he fuppofcd 
that the change (he obferved there was owing 
to the unexpected arrival of Sir Edward, for 
whom (he knew that Ethelinde felt fo tender 
^n intereft* 

Though relieved by the apparent compo- 
fure of Mrs. Montgomery from that iihme- 
-diate dread of the future which had weighed 
fo heavily on the fpirits of Ethelinde, the 
painful remembrance of the paft quite con- 

N z c^ucred 
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^uercd her ftrength; and as foon as Sir 

Edward was gone, who had engaged Mrs. 

Montgomery in converfation relative to his 

own affairs, Ihc went up to her chamber, 

faying only, that her walk, the cold, and 

the fudden fight of Sir Edward Newcnden, 

had made her ill. Alone, and in her bed, 

the certainty— the dreadful certainty that 

ihe had loft Montgomery for ever, returned 

in all its force. Inevitable evils, it is faid, 

are always borne the beft ; but Ethelinde, 

amidft all that anxiety which had reduced 

her mind to the tendereft weaknefs, and ex- 

pol<Kl it to all the terrors of fancy, had yet, 

in the bottom of her heart, cbcriflied an 

hope that he ftill had efcaped, and would 

return to her fiTch as her affedion delighted 

in reprefenting him. That latent hope was 

now dcftroyed; the happinefs of her life was 

blafted for ever by the very means which 

fhe had fondly flattered herfelf would fecure 

It; and flic had now no comfort but in 

thinking that (he had done her duty, rather 

than yielded to her inclination, when flie 

reluaantly confented to his going. There 

*s, la extreiae diftrefs, no other fource of 

coafolation 
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confolation but in reflefting that duties 
ftriftly executed will finally be rewarded, 
though here, for fome reafons we arc un- 
able to penetrate, mifery is too frequently 
the portion of thofe who moft religioully 
adhere to them : the tender mind of Ethe- 
lindc now fought from heaven that comfort 
which nothing on earth could give her; 
and determining to confecrate the reft of 
her life to the beloved memory of him who 
was thus fnatched from her, (he found fome 
degree of courage gradually return, and me- 
ditated how to foften the dreadful blow that 
was yet to fall on her dear unhappy friend. 

Her intended precautions were however 
ufelefs. The next day after her interview 
with Sir Edward, Mrs. Montgomery opened 
a letter which contained the fatal informa- 
tion. The forrows of thofe advanced in 
life are filent ; but prey deeply on the heart, 
if it is not yet hardened by long and repeated 
calamity. Mrs. Montgomery felt, or fancied 
(he felt, that ftie ftiould furvive only a very 
fliort time, him for whom alone (he had 
lived — for whofe fake only life had any 
chaims ; and Ethelinde faw with aftonifli- 

N 3 T^^wx. 
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nicnt, that (he bore the certainty of the lofs 
of all (he loved with more outward calmncfs 
(han (he bad oftea (hewn while (he merely 
apprehended what had now aftually hap* 
pened. Nothing feemed to diftrcfs her fo 
much as any attempt to confole her, or to 
perfuade her that her own diflblution was 
diftant^ She thought of death with that 
fort of delight which a journey would have 
given her at the end of which (he was fure 
of meeting her fon: and when Ethelinde, 
with tear? and entreaties, often implored 
her to taljie medicines prefcribed for her, 
(he took them indeed, but fmiled at their 
inefficacy, and fometimes afked Ethelinde 
** why (he wi(hed her fo ill as to de(ire her 
life?'* In a little time (he defired to fee 
Sir Edward Nc^yendcn, who, after the firft 
interview, came to her, at her requeft, 
almoft every day; Ethelinde frequently left 
them together, and went out alone to the 
wildeft fpots, where (he could weep unfeen, 
and call, unheard, on the beloved name of 
Montgomery.— She imagined (he faw Mrs. 
Montgomery finking rapidly to the grave; 
np^ beli.eyed that (he (hould very foon follow 

her. 
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her. Her conftitution, never very ftrong,- 
had been greatly injured by repeated (hocks;: 
and (he hoped that her youth alone would 
not fupport her againft the laft, and that 
(he fhould not be left alone in a world where,- 
after the lofs of Mrs. Montgomery, fhc 
thought ftie fliould have nothing for which- 
it would be fupportable to live. 

Returning from one of thefe walks, flie 
was furprifed to fee the poft-cbaife of Sir 
Edward Newendcn at the door of the cot- 
tage, at an hour when he did not ufually 
vifit it. On entering the parlour fhc faw 
him leaning againft the wainfcot, with his 
ha^ndkerchief to his eyes, and Mrs. Mont- 
gomery feemed mildly remonftrating with, 
him. Seeing it was Ethelinde who entered, 
he ftarted from the pofture he was in, and 
hurried by her, without fpeaking, into the 
garden. " What is the matter with Sir 
Edward, my dear madam?" faid Ethelinde 
in great aftoni(hment. " Lady Newenden,'* 
replied Mrs. Montgomery, ** is dead; and, 
whatever reafon he had to deteft her, tlie 
account of her death, attended vt ith fomc 
flxocking circumftances which lie is unable 

N 4 \ft 
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to relate, has quite overwhelmed him. I 
have been trying to argue him into a more 
compofed ftatc of mind; but you fee the 
way he is in/* 

Shocked and amazed, Etheiinde enquired 
whether fhc (hould go to him. — " No," 
replied Mrs. Montgomery, " he fcems 
particularly hurt at the fight of you. It is 
yet, I fear, no time to attempt to foothc 
vhim, or to reafon with him : go therefore, 
my love, up to your own room, and I will 
ftnd for him in; for in the prefent ftate of 
his mind he fhould not be alone.'* 

Mrs. Montgomery then went herfelf into 
the garden, and Sir Edward, afFefted by the 
intereft llie took in his forrows, notwith- 
ftanding the heavy preffure of her own, 
became, on her account, able to command 
himfelf ; and fhe had the fatisfaftion to fee 
him return home more compofed than, from 
the firft violent emotions of his grief, was 
probable. Though the fudden death of a 
woman he had once loved, of his children's 
mother, had at firft been a fevere (hock to 
Sir Edward, his reafon foon conquered his 
concern ; aud he rcfleded on the event in a 

few 
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few days as on a ftrokc of providence in his 
favour, and in that of his children, who 
mnfl have fuffered had the feparation by law 
taken place to which her conduft would 
have obliged him to recur, and in which he 
was indeed occupied at the time he received 
the intelligence from Italy that rendered all 
his meafures unneceflary. 

But though he foon fubdued his firft 
foiTow, and felt in all its force the comfort 
his confcience brought to him, which afllired 
him that he had acquitted himfelf towards his 
wife with the moft perfect integrity, indulged 
her foibles, and even overlooked her mif- 
conduct to a degree of weaknefs for wfiich 
his friends had often reproached him, but 
of which he now thought with plcafure, 
he could not determine to quit Grafmere or 
go to London ; but, anxious to fee his 
children, he wrote to entreat Mr. Maltravers, 
in whofe care they were left, to fend them 
down to him. The unhappy father of 
Lady Newenden, who was now taught fo 
feverely to repent of his fatal indulgence to 
her, had not yet recovered the tidings of 
her death. Without refources but from pre- 

N 5 feviV. 
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fent pbjcfts, he had loft the idol to which 
he had been Co many years ofFcring incenfe, 
and kne^v not how to fubmit to the blow. 
His wife, to whom he imputed much of the 
itl condudt of his daughter, was become 
Ijateful to him; and he (hut himfelf up ia 
his own apartment, where difappointment 
and grief Inceflantly preyed upon his fouL 
In fending his grandchildren to their father, 
he wrote a letter with which Sir Edward 
was much affefted* It acknowledged all his 
kindnefs to the loft Maria, and recom- 
mended her children to his care.— ^* In the 
will, a copy of which I enclofe to you,** faid he, 
*^ you will fee that I have amply provided 
for each of your children.— Take care of 
your girl; (he will be as lovely as her un- 
happy mother. — Give her a better education. 
They will all be independent of you.— I 
hope you will fo bring them up as that their 
independence may not make them Icfs 
worthy. For yourfelf. Sir Edward, feeling 
as I do your worth, I have given you what 
I once intended fliould be at the difpofal of 
my daughter. Mrs. Maltravers is fufficicntly 
provided for; never fuffer your children' to 

be 
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be with her.-— You will probably marry. — 
1 hear that the young man to whom my 
niece Chefterville was engaged, is. dead.-— 
I wifli your choice may be direfted to hen 
—She is a good girl and defcrves to be 
happy — you will make her fo; and fhe will 
be tender of your children.— I believe I was 
lefs kind to her than I ought to have fe^een, 
—Repentance on that, and many other 
points, is too late.— I have given her a ' 
thoufand pounds, and fincerely wifli you 
happy with her;— L (hall hardly live to fee*, 
it, as I think you will not marry till the 
mourning for the late Lady Newenden is 
expired." 

To unite himfelf for ever with Ethelinde ' 
—with her who had been fo long the pof- 
feflbr of an heart which dared not acknow- 
ledge the affeftion he could not conquer, 
had been the firfl: and moft foothing idea 
that Sir Edward had entertained after he 
recovered from the fifft (hock which his wife's 
death gave him. But with whatever delight 
he cheriftied this idea, he had not yet ven- 
tured to breathe an hint of it even to Mrs. .^ 
Montgomery. * Every day, however, ke 
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went to the cottage; the children ufuatly 
accompanied him, and all the fondnefs 
which had formerly fubfifted between them 
and Ethelinde was renewed, and even aug- 
mented. She found the only pleafure fhc 
was capable o£ tafting in their innocent 
mirth; and when they were too noify for 
Mrs. Montgomery, fhe took them into her 
own room, or out to walk with her, leaving 
Sir Edward to fit with her friend, whofc 
greateft gratification feemed to be in talking 
about her fon ; a co'nverfation to which the 
fpirits of Ethelinde were fo unequal, that 
whenever his name was mentioned (he was 
obliged to leave the room. So capricious is 
grief, that (he could not endure to hear the 
name pronounced by another whith (he in- 
ccffantly repeated to herfeif ; and if ever he 
was fpoken of, tlie languor and fadnefs 
which ufually hung over her gav« way to a 
momeniary impatience, and (lie fled from 
the perfon by whpm he was named as if they 
had done her an injury- 
Mr. Maltravers furvived only a fortnight 
after having difpofed of his affairs in the 
maMier he had mentioned te Sir Edward.— 

He 
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He gave to his two grandfons thirty thoufand 
pounds each in money, and to his grand- 
daughter twenty; and, leaving to the eldeft 
of the boys the reverfion of haVf his cftatcs 
in land, he gave the reft, with the exception 
only of a thoufand pounds to Ethelindc 
and a few inconfiderable legacies, to Sir Ed- 
ward Newendcn; bequeathing to his wife 
jonly the feven hundred a year which he had 
fettled on her at her marriage, and a legacy 
ef five hundred pounds for mourning. With 
this, however, though full of bitternefs and 
refentment, Ihe went to Bath, where (he 
lived at the card table, and got a fet of 
friends in whofe focicty (he foon recovered 
the loCi of her huiband and her daughter; 
and in a very few weeks was as gay and as 
much at eafe as if no fuch misfortune had 
befallen her. She had no trouble about 
her grandchildren, whofe very exiftcnce (he 
would not have been forry to have forgotten; 
and in her drefs and manner was foon fo gay 
and fafhionable, that nobody^ unlefs they 
very narrowly examined her fece, would have 
believed that fhc owned the venerable title 
of grandmothei.. , 
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Mrs, Montgomery, in every thing her 
oppofite, was evidently though very gradu- 
ally declining ; though fhe had no complaint 
but univerfal languor, her face 

** As beauty lingering left its lov'd abddc," 

was flill moft interefting; though fo pale that 
th« blood feemed wholly to have forfakea 
it, except where deep blue veins gave a yet 
more pal id hue to her temples and forehead. 
Her hair was quite white, a change occa- 
fioned rather by forrow than age ; and her 
eyes had loft their vivacity but not their 
fweetnefs : incurable grief, foftened by patient 
refignation, was the charafter her coun- 
tenance had taken :-^all its animation and 
fpirit was gone ; or, if ever it returned for 
a moment, it was when fhe fpoke of her 
near approach to that period, when, difen- 
gaged from this earth, (he fhould rejoin 
her two dear Montgomerys — her hufband 
and her fon. 

Nothing feemed to intercft her on earth 
but the lituation of Ethelinde, and of this 
(he now fometimes fpoke to Sir Edward; 
who, gazing on her with tender veneration, 
and confidering her already as a faint, heard 

her, 
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her, with mingled pain and plcafurc, thus 
addrefs him on that fubjed:, about a month 
after the death of Mr. Maltravers. 

^^ I have been unufually ill to night, my 
good friend, and I believe my trial will foon 
be over : you, who know what I have pof- 
feffed and what I have loft, will not wonder 
that I feel thefe fymptoms with delight; 
There is- but one point, in my near profpcft 
of death, that diftreffes me ; it is, the con- 
dition in which Ethelinde will be left when 
I am no more. — Her beauty, her fenfibility, 
the foftnefs of her temper, all combine to 
fill me with uneafinefs leaft her future life 
ftiould be even lefs tranquil than that 
portion of it that has paffed. — I confider her 
as my daughter; as the facred truft Jeft mc 
by my fon ; and I (hall meet him in heaven 
•with an allay of my joy if I leave Ethelinde 
unhappy and unproteded.'* 

This was an opportunity beyond the hopes 
of Sir Edward, who had long meditated 
how to fpeak on this fubjedl^ but was ever 
checked by hit fears of finding Mrs. Mont- 
gomery averfe to what he fo ardently defired. 
He now, not without all the tremulous hefi- 
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cation of doubt and anxicry, related to her 
bis long though hopelefs attachment to 
Ethel inde; the pain it had coft him to con- 
ceal what he had Tainly attempted to fubdue; 
and that his going abroad was not lefs on 
account of Lidy Newenden's indifcrcet con- 
duft, than to detach himfelf from the dan- 
gerous indulgence of feeing her, whom he 
then could not wifh to call his without a 
double crime. — *^ Believe me, however, 
dear madam," continued he, ^* that, in- 
curable as my paffion for her is, I would, if 
our dear Montgomery had lived, have pro- 
moted their union ; for (he loved him, and 
he was worthy of her love.— They would 
have been happy ! and fuch is my afFeftion 
for Ethelinde, that her intereft, her felicity, 
are dearer— far dearer to me than my own. 
-—Yes, I dare afTert that what I feel for 
her is true love; fo true, that though the 
internal conflift has been now above two 
years preying on my heart, I would have 
carried my forrows to the grave in filence, 
had their communication been likely to 
wound her fcnfibility or her hufband's 
pcaceJ' 

The 
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The tears of Mrs. Montgomery teftified 
how deeply Sir Edward^s little narrative had 
afFecfted her: they were both filent a mo- 
ment, and then he reaffumed his difcourfe.— 

^* Heaven has difpofed otherwifc of events 
than was very lately probable. The heart 
of Ethelinde, deeply wounded by the lofs of 
him who deferved all her tendernefs, will 
never perhaps again be fenfible of love 
fuch as flic felt for the dear, regretted 
Montgomery ; but her tenderefl efteem is, I 
believe, mine; if you, dear Madam, do not 
oppofe my hopes, flie may perhaps, when 
her prefent grief is a little foftened by time, 
give me that hand which I confider as the 
firft bleffing on earth, and as much of that 
tender heart as depends on fympathy and 
friendfliip." 

*^ No, Sir Edward,** replied Mrs. Mont- 
gomery, after a deep figh — " I love Ethe- 
linde too well — I efteem you too much, to 
oppofe your hopes. It has, indeed, been 
part of my mournful contemplations to 
promote them; and to fee her, before I die, 
in the proteftion of her beft friend. As I 
feel daily the flow, but certain approach of 
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the hour when we mud part^ and am well 
convinced that it cannot long be delayed, I 
have often been on the point of telling my 
lovely friend my fentiments on this fubjeft; 
but hitherto time, inftead of meliorating 
her anguifh, feems to have encreafcd it; 
and frequently when I begin to fpeak to 
her, (he flies from me, or throws herfelf 
into an agony of tears which precludes all 
poflibility of converfation. The refignation 
which I am enabled to (hew, from the cer- 
tainty only of foon meeting all I regret to be 
fcparated no more, feems to her I believe to. 
arife from coldncfs ; for I can fee that (he is 
often offended and furprifed at the calmnefs 
with which I fpeak of my fon, and would 1 
think love me more if I expreflcd what I 
fuffer inftead of facrificing my grief to God! 
and fubmitting with patience to his irrevocable 
though heavy decree.—- Judge therefore, whe- 
ther while (he is in fuch a temper of mind, I 
can name to her a propofal which (he would 
think an injury to the memory of her l6vcr— 
I will however try what is to be done; and 
believe me, Sir Edward, that you are the only 
roan on earth to whofe protection I would 

give 
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give Ethelinde, the only one who is in my 
cyei worthy of a place in that heart which 
has been occupied by the image of Charles 
Montgomery." 

Too much afFeded to continue the conver- 
fation, (he now left the room. Faithful how- 
ever to her promife, and dreading leaft death, 
which fcemed inevitable, fliould prevent her 
executing what (he thought her duty towards 
her friend, (he feized the firft moment they 
were alone and compofed, to relate to 
Ethelindc the converfation flie had had with 
Sir Edward Newenden. 

Ethelinde, recoUeding all that had formerly 
palTed, had very little doubt of Sir Edward's 
views before Mrs. Montgomery uadertook 
to be his advocate, but fo fondly was her 
whole foul dedicated to the idea of Montgo- 
mery, that Ihe had long (ince determined never 
to liften to any propofals of marriage, but to 
pafs her whole life as his widow. She was 
(hocked, as Mrs. Montgomery had forefeen, 
at the firft mention of Sir Edward's propofal, 
and even felt refentment againft her for having 
liftened to it. " You know, dear Madam,'* 
faid (he, as foon as (he recovered her voice. 
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** you know how finccrc a fricndfhip I hare 
for Sir Edward— you know all the obliga- 
tions I owe him : to his care my dying 
father gave me!— to him I am indebted cvea 
for my fubfiftence fince I became fatherlefs. 
I love him as the tendered, bcft of brothers- 
had he been really my brother I could not 
more affedlionately love him. But feeling as 
I feel for another, who, though dead^ is not 
lefs the objcft of my everlafting attachment, 
can I think of giving my hand to Sir Edward 
Newcnden ? fince indeed, I have not a heart 
to beftow, and he deferves to poflefs one un- 
divided by any other affeftion. Renew not 
then again the only converfation which I can 
liften to from you without pleafure." Dif- 
couraged by this anfwer, which was imme- 
diately communicated to' him, but not dc- 
fpairing of an alteration in her fentiments. 
Sir Edward long forbore to fpeak himfelf ta 
Ethelinde on the fubjeft neareft his heart : 
but the filcnt dejeftion into which he funk, 
affeftcd Ethelinde more than the moft ftudicd 
eloquence exerted in his favour could have 
done. She fometimes, in feeing how greatly 
he was changed, acQufed herfelf of ingratitude 

towards. 
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towards a man whofc genuine love and un- 
wearied friendQiip deferved that (he (hould 
facrifice to him at lead the appearance of that 
regret which (he felt would laft for ever; 
but then the idea of Montgomery who had 
perifhed, only becaufc he fought to acquire 
fortune for her, returned in all its force, and 
(he fancied (he heard him reproach her in 
inourmful accents for thinking even a moment 
of giving to another that faith which had been 
folemnly given to him : and her whole foul 
recoiled from the thoughts of entering into, 
another engagement, even with Sir Edward 
Newenden. 

Four months paflTed, during which Sir 
Edward found that far from lo(ing any part 
of that forrow which the lofs of Montgomery 
had immediately occafioned, Ethelinde felt 
it rather heavier. His love, encreafed by 
this proof of her fteady affe6lion, knew no 
bounds ; and had arifen to an height that in a 
lefs regulated mind might have amounted to 
frenzy. The fufpenfe he was in between hope, 
that time might produce fome alteration in 
his favour, and fear leaft Ethelinde (hould 

contmuc 
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continue obftinately to rgedt him, preyed 

inceflantly on his healthy and totally altered 

^ his temper : he now fought only folitudc; 

fick difguft overtook him in all fociety 

where Ethelinde was not; and where flie 

was^ he found in her looks, her tone o( 

vdice, her gentle attention to him, fewcl 

for the fire that confumed him. His affairs 

called him to Lx)ndon : he left his children 

m the care of Ethelinde; and haftening 

thither, tried to lofe in the hurry of bufinefs, 

and among the friends with whom he ufed 

to live, the acutenefs of his pain. But he 

found every body troublefome and fatiguing. 

—Bufinefs appeared unufually tedious and 

intricate, and fociety infupportably infipid. 

The meeting he was obliged to have with 

Woolafton*s creditors, who had feized every 

thing and left Mrs. Woolafton in extreme 

diftrefs, contributed to harrafs his mind and 

exhauft his fpirits. He contrived, however, 

to refcue feme part of his fiftcr's fortune 

from the talons of the vultures who had 

feized it; and having fixed her at his own 

houfc at Denham, and fo fettled with her 

h^fband that he was never again to moleft 

her, 
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her, (for, not content with robbing her of 
her fortune, he had treated her extremely 
ill,) and having fccured her an income fuf- 
ficient for her fupport in the way (he chofc 
to live in, he hurried over the other matters 
that called him to Lx>ndon as quickly as 
poffible, and returned to Grafmerc Abbey ;— 
more thoroughly convinced than ever that 
he could not cxift without Ethelinde, and 
determined to bring his fate to a crifis the 
firft opportunity he ftiould have of fpeaking 
10 her alone. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XTII. 



Wi 



ITH this difpoficion Sir Edward 
Newenden went early the next morning after 
his arrival atGrafmere to the cottage of Mrs. 
Montgomery. He found her greatly changed 
in the fortnight he had been abfent : Ihe was 
fenfible of it herfelf; and repeated to hitn 
her concern thai fhe fhould quit the world 
without feeing the two perfons happy for 
whom (he was moft folicitous. ^' I have a 
letter/* continued Ihe, " from * my brother, 
who isj I thank God, fo much recovered from 
his illnefs that he promifcs me a vifit, and 
Vidorine and Chcfterville come with himi 
He at length taftes of fome tranquillity, and 
I fhall embrace him before 1 die. He joins 
with me, dear Sir Edward, in wifhing that 
Ethclinde may be your's ; perhaps the united 
voice of all her friends may influence her to 
reward the merit of the living, fince the dead 
are not to be recalled. I am perfuaded that 
my Montgomery himfelf, if happy fpirits are 

confcious 



THE RECLtrSE OF THE LAKE* tSj 

confcious of what paflfcs in this world, would 
approve of her giving to you her hand ; jyid 
that he would notconfider his ipemory injured 
by it's being cheriftied in the breaft of your wife." 

Sir Edward, encouraged by this copvjtrfa* 
tion, enquired where he might fpeak with 
Ethclinde ? " I know not exaftly/* replied 
Mrs. Montgomery; *^ as after having given 
an hour this morning as ufual to your children 
in her own room, Ihe put on her hat, and told 
me ftie was going for her walk, as the day 
promifed to be uncommonly fine. I was 
pleafed to fee her look more chearful than (he 
tifually does, but I made no enquiry as to tht 
courfe of her walk. It ufually, as you well 
know, is towards the feat on the rock^ and 
there it is very probable you may find her. 

Thither, with a palpitating heart. Sir Ed- 
ward bent his ftepsj he found Ethelinde fit' 
ting in the cave, where (he had of late palled 
fo^ many hours. A book lay before her 
on the oak table, and a few flowers,^ the car- 
lieft of the year, were fcactered round it : 
the notes of the birds that towards the 
end' of March begin their firft fongs, and 
'the lulling nnirmur of the torrent now 
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juft gurgling down the rock, had foothed her 
mind into a ftate of loft and penfive me- 
lancholy. The approach of Sir Edward 
awakened her from it, not without adding 
fome degree of apprehenfion to her furprife, 
for he had never joined her there before : flie 
now knew not of his return to the abbey ; and 
perturbation, hurry, and uneafinefs, expreffed 
on his countenance, could not have efcaped a 
Icfs intcrefted obferver. 

When he fpoke to her, the idea that fome- 
thing unufual had happened. to him, or that 
fome particular uneafinefs prefled upon hira, 
was more forcibly renewed. She waited a 
few moments in expeftation of his telling her 
what had occafioned the trouble (lie obferved; 
but as he briefly anfwered every queftion (he 
afked him on the fubjedls which Qie knew had 
engaged his time and attention in town, and 
that he even feemed to have fettled his fitter's 
affairs better than, at his departure, he ex- 
pected, Ihe at length faid — ** Are you not 
well, my dear Sir, or has any thing occurred 
to give you unufual pain ?" 

** My pain," anfwered he, ** is not un- 
ufual, Ethclindc; but it is ax length become 

.tiiif^P' 
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infupportable. Tou fee it without pity, but / 
can fuftaia it no longer. Determine, there- 
fdre, to be mine, or to fee him who has fo 
long adored you fly from you merely to hide 
from your fight the confequences of that an- 
guifh which you refufe to remove." 

More alarmed than furprifed at the vehe- 
mence of his manner and the purport of his 
words, Ethelinde tried to coUeft courage 
enough to fpeak ; but before (he could acquire 
it. Sir Edward went on— 

** You know how ardently T loved you 
even when there were between us barriers that 
appeared infurmountable ; when I was united 
to another ; when your heart was folely occu- 
pied by that fortunate young man, whofe fate 
I muft ever contemplate* with envy; you 
know that then I never offended you by a 
declaration of fentiments which it would have 
been as improper, for you to liften to as 
fruitlefs for me to avow ; you know, or you 
ought to know, all my filence coft me— all 
that I fuffered — when every hour gave me oc- 
cafion to contemplate perfedions which I 
thought could never be mine; yet fo en- 
tirely did I lovd you even, then, that had the 
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happy Montgomery livedo I fliould have fop- 
ported life by contemplating your felicity, 
and have been, however internally wretched, 
refigned ; but now, that defldny itfelf has 
broken that union, (hall I, with equal refig- 
Tiation, fee you wearing out, in fruitlefs grief, 
that life which alone can give value to mine, 
and facrificing your youth, your health, your 
talents, your virtues, to a vain, a chimerical 
idea of attachment to him who is no more! 
Have you for me neither pity or efteetn? 
have you no with to reftore me to peace ? to 
render my future days as happy as thofe you 
have hitherto feen me pafs have been mifera- 
ble ? Have not my children, thofe lovely un- 
fortunate little ones, a claim upon you to give 
them a yet ftronger title to your affeftiony 
and to reftore to them a m-other who truly feels 
more real tendernefs for them than (he had 
who gave them birth ? Have the wilhes of 
your venerable, your beloved Mrs. Montgo- 
mery no influence ? who declares that (he 
fliall leave the world without regret, if you, 
the fole remaining objecft of her folicitude, 
are no longer expofed to the dangers which 
furround youxV\, beauty, an<i fen(ibility like 
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-yoiir*s. Alas ! if thefe. motives have no 
power to awaken your tendernefs, can I hope 
that the mifery of your friend will excite yoiH* 
pity. You have feen me in lingering tor- 
tures for weeks, for months ; you would con- 
tinue to fee me ftill in them, if I had not de- 
termined that this (hall be the period in which 
my fate fhall be decided. Give me thea 
hopes that you will be lefs inflexible, or let 
-me, while I have yet ftrength to remove my- 
felf from you, bid you adieu for ever." 

**Sir Edward,'* replied Ethelinde, after a 
(hort but expreflive paufe, " I am not, I hope, 
either infenfible of your merit or ungrateful 
for all your goodnefs to me. If gratitude, if 
affedtion, if efteem, if the tendered folicitude 
for your happinefs, were enough to make you 
happy, I (hould think that I ought to facrifice 
my reluftance to marry, and to give you my 
hand ; but if I may judge of your fentimcnts*. 
they are fo delicate, that you would be un- 
happy unlels your wife could repay them with 
her whole heart. The tendereft affeftions of 
mine are buried in the grave of Montgomery. 
Every hour in its paffage convinces me that 
it will be ever impoilible for nie to recall them 

O3 x^ 
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to any other objeft. Should I then, in jof^ 
tice to you, Sir Edward, undertake engage- 
ments which it will not be in my power to 
fulfill ? (hall 1 at the altar promife to love 
you only, confcious as 1 am that great as is 
my cfteem, my affedtion, my gratitude to- 
wards you, the image of Montgomery, loft as 
he is for ever, is as potent in my heart as if he 
really exifted. I know that to the generality 
ot iiicn this would be confidered as fentimen- 
tul declamation, the effedt of romantic enthu- 
fiafm ; but it is not from Sir Edward Newen- 
dcn 1 fear to excite ridicule on fuch a topic ; I 
you have an heart to which I dare to appeal 
for my tincerity when I fay that my attach- 
ment to Montgomery' isfo interwoven with my 
rxiftencc, that it never can end but with life ; 
in conquering it, if to conquer it were poffiUe, 
1 thould become contemptible in my own eyes 
and cerounl y thould gain nothing in yonrV 

Si FJtrand heard her in fiiencc, with 
cUfpc^i hAndi^* and eyes fixed with mournful 
CAn^tllncJs en feer tice* He iecmod mfmi oi 
htt$x\!^Pt lean he ihouM ir^crmpt diicomlc 
^hkh vet w^ccnxicd him to iht foul, 

Jf Ijct v(^ d«rcfore, my dear Sir Edwaid," 

C03Xtil3Uei 
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continued (he, '* let us think no more of a 
meafure which would afluredly not make you 
happy, becaufe it would render me miferable. 
Deprive me not of the only pleafures I can 
now enjoy — thofe of weeping at libeity with- 
out a breach of duty, and of remaining the 
tnoft attached and grateful of your friends*'* 

' ** Grateful !" exclaimed Sir Edward, his 

voice trembling in his throat, *' grateful, 

Ethelinde, for what ? for paltry pecuniary 

affiftance, too. contemptible for you to recol- 

ledt, and fuch as I (hould have rejoiced in 

having'the power to adminifter to a daughter 

of any man of honor, my friend, even though 

that friend had not been Colonel Chefterville, 

even though that daughter had been as defti- 

tute of attraftions as you are attraftive. . But 

why do I. prolong. a converfation which is, I 

. fee, painful to you ? You have decided, and 

• I inuft fubmit. My prefence is uneafy to 

^you, fince you can feel only concern in fee- 

iqg me wretched. I go therefore and *" 

. . He arofe, and would have left the place 
abruptly^ with wildnefsand agitation of man- 
ner that terrified Ethelinde : Ihe caught his 
hand^ and cried in .a voice, that expreffed how 
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much (he was affedked— *^ Sir Edward, my 
dear Sir Eldwaid " 

** Dear !" anfwered he, endeavouring 
gently to difengage himfelf— " Jm I dear to 
you, Ethelinde, and can you condemn me to 
perpetual mifery ? Oh ! embitter not your 
cruelty by diifimulated kindnefs ; preferve at 
leaft your finccrity. If I wefe indeed, dear to 
you could you—** 

" Hear me. Sir Edward. . I have, in be- 
ing very ingenuous with you, done * whlit I 
think my fincerity as well as your efteem for 
me demands. Good God ! is it to you I (hould 
ufe diffimulation ? Surely no ! I have told 
you that in giving my hand to any other man 
than Montgomery, whatever may be his me- 
rit, I (hall be unhappy. I feel that time will 
with me fail of it's ufual efFedt, and that years 
will pafs away without diminilhing the regret 
with which the lofs of Montgomery will recur 
to me. What would be your uneafinefs to 
fee this — ^to be every day fenfible, that though 
I ftifled my fentiments, I ftill felt them in all 
their force ; to fee the flow, but certainly de- 
ftruftive hand of forrow, preying on an heart 
which you v^ouVd (ui^^ofe ougjit to be yours 
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only, and my health declining, .perhaps my 
temper injured, by thercfiraint I (hould think 
xnyfelf obliged to impofe, when, as your 
wife, I might inefFedually try, if not to obli- 
terate at leaft to weaken the powerful and 
corrofive recoUedion of thofe days when I had 
hopes of being the wife of Montgomery. 
How many amiable and deferving women are 

there to whom '* 

'' Stop, Ethelinde," faid Sir Edward. '' I 
have heard you hitherto with calmiiefs ; but 
I cannot continue to do fo, when you fpeak 
of the pofiibility of my transferring to 
another that heart which has fo long been 
your's. Believe me, my attachment to you, 
hopelefs as you determine it Qiall be, is as un- 
changeable as your own to Montgomery. If 
you were a better judge of your own attrac- 
tions, you would know that he who has^ (o 
long had an opportunity of ftudying, with a 
difpofition to underftand and admire thofe 
perfeftions, can feel little inclin.tion to follow 
the advice which you feem difpofed to offer. 
Your happin«fs, aftd not my own, has been, 
(hall ftill be the firft and fondeft objeft of my 
wilhes. I hav£ often faidi and. I hope with 

O 5 {luc^\\\>^^ 
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fincerlty, that had Montgomery lived to have 
become, in being your hulband, the moften^ 
viable of human beings, 1 could have wit* 
ncflcd his felicity, not perhaps without envy, 
but at lead without any of thofe malignant 
fcniimcnts which ufually accompany thatpaf- 
fion ; fince Providence has taken him firom 
us, I have, fatally for myfelf, indulged thofe 
hopes which I before made it a point of ho- 
nor to fupprefs : but fince you fay your hap* 
pincfs is inconfiftent with mine, let me alone 
iiilfcr for having yielded to thofe hopes; let 
mc again ftudy the hard leflbn of filent fuffer- 
inp;, again try what abfence will do — ^ah! 
painful, fruitlefs, hopelefs experiment I** 

Again he would have turned away; but 
I'Uholindc, more deeply affcded, faid — ^'No, 
Sir lulward, you ihall not go : flay, I befcech 
you, and let me be llill your ward, your fif- 
tcr, your hiend ! So you generoully fay you 
Ihould have confidered me had Montgomery 
lived : bv an eftbrt of virtuous rcfolution then, 
tv> which your noble fpirit is more than equal, 
Icaru to think of him as ftiU iiving/* 

^^ Rather behold him really fo !'* cried a 
Voic« which itruck moiionlefs it*$ auditors. 

Ethel in tic ^ 
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Etbelinde, uttering a faint (hriek, held by the 
arm of Sir Edward in amazement, while he, 
with equal farj>rife, beheld a man, who ru(h- 
ing from a thicket which grew near their feat,. 
threw bimfelf on his knees before her, and 
eagerly feizing her hands, prefled them to his- 
forehead and his eyes in frantic rapture, cry- 
ing — "Behold, my Ethelinde, behold that 
Montgomery fo fondly regretted — fo faith- 
fully beloved! — he, who has been betrayed 
.by the moft tormenting jealoufy into an ac- 
tion unworthy of him, and has liftened tso that: 
difcourfe which has convinced him he has 
wroiiged you, and the wortWeft of friends and 
of men. Look not, my angel, fo terrified i 
bjut fpeak to me, 1 conjure you*'^ 
. Ethelinde, however, was unable to fpeak^ 
and Sir Edward with difficulty prevented her 
Jialling. Diftreffed at the condition; he faw 
her in, he faid, not without fome appearance 
of difpleafure— '' Why would you, Sir, be 
thus rafti ? why thus abruptly appear before 
.herr 

^VPardon*, dear Sir Edward,'*" replied the 
half . frantic .Montgomery—" pardon the 
ttanfports. of a man, who believing he had 
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loft every thing, finds himfelf ftill pofieft of 
Ethelinde's love, and of fuch a friend as you 
are. She is mine,*' continued he, ftraining 
her to his bofom — ** (he is mine ! Believing 
me dead, (lie loved me ftill ! I come, (hip- 
wrecked and a beggar, to my country; but 
am richer than fortune could have made me, 
in the poflTeflion of that dear, dear heart! 
Heaven give me ftrength to bear fuch excefs 
of happincfs ! — forgive my precipitancy, and 
fpeak to me, my Ethelinde ; *tis Montgo- 
mery ! your long loft Montgomery, whofc 
arms enfold you !" 

'' Montgomery !" fighed Ethelinde. ** Good 
God!** 

The fudden furprife feemed for a moment 
to have deprived her of her fenfes. Sir Ed- 
ward faw with concern that (he could not re- 
cover ' herfelf. He feared (lie would faint— 
*' You will deftroy her if you are not more 
calm," faid he. ^' Surely it was very ill-judged 
thus to furprife her.*' 

" Again, dear Sir Edward !'* anfwered he 
— ^* again I beg your pardon. 1 came under 
fuch depreflion that my reafon fails under the 
intoxicating influence of joy. But I will be 

calm; 
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calm ; fpeak to me, Eihelinde, and I will try 

i;o be calm/* 

• ^^ Montgomery, ever dear Montgomery !^ 

repeated Ethelinde. She gave him her cold 

hand; but could articulate no more, nor flied 

a tear, though, from her deep and brokciji 

fighs, her heart feemed burfting. 

- '^Let us go,*' faid Sir Edward, " to my 

boufe ; and dp you, my dear Ethelinde, en*- 

deavour to recoUedl yourfelf/' 

^* I will/* replied (he faintly, *^ indeed I 
will ! Poor Montgomery ! — is it poffible ?'* 

" Poor indeed !'* cried he — *^ poor in 
every thing but love ! This garb, this altered 
countenance, may tell you that Montgomery 
is changed in every refpedt but in his heart." 

He was going, on ; but Sir Edward bc^ 
fought him not to talk to her till they got t^ 
the abbeyj^ — ** You fee," faid he, " how 
miicU (he is (till affe(5ted. Lean upon m^, 
Ethelincle, and let Montgomery fupport you 
on the other fide/' 

She obeyed ; an,d while they flowly led her 
alpng, Montgomery continued to utter dif- 
jointed fentences, expreffi ve • of the tumultu- 
ous tranfports of his foul j while, her ey« 
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loll every thing, finds himfeK j feemed fti\l 
Ethclinde's love, and of fur' ^s was real. On 
are. She is mine," con* ^^.thelinde, relieved 
her to his bofom — " Ih^ compofed ; and the 
mc dead, (lie loved , which had fo mudi 
wrecked and a ber^j, having in a great degree 
am richer than fr ^ jj^f with Montgomery, and 
in the poffeffi .^dy to com pofe a mind hardly 
Heaven givf .ju his had been, though from a 
of happine' ;^^ caufe. 

fpeak tc .'^^ he had been indulging of call- 
mery ! 'yeoman he adored, were vanilhed 
arms f /. A dreadful pang attended this cou- 
'*' .*•".; but his generous and difinterefted 
^^*' '' V prevailed, after a Ihort but fevere ftaig- 
^'* i7ver all confiderations that merely af- 
^^ f!j bimfclf. Determined to find his feli- 
' '.^inthatofthofc he loved, he rejoiced ia 
L rcftoration of a beloved ion to a tender 
^her, a valuable man to his country, and 
felicity to Ethelinde. After a (liort abfence, he 
letiirned with apparent ferenity to the room 
^pjicre be had left her with Montgomery % and 
iaking her hand, he faid, with an half moun> 
■fi,l and forced fmiie—'* Well, my dear Ethy, 
jfyoii have now forgiven your wanderer for 
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h\$ abrupt appearaijcc, would it not be well 
to confider how we fliall introduce him to his 
. mother, for whom, in her prefent languid 
ftate, I (hould apprehend very ill confequences 
from the cfFe6k of fuch furprifc as his ap- 
pearance to-day gave you." 

** We have been trying to talk of it," re- 
plied Montgomery; *' but do you, dear Sir 
Edward, who are fo much more capable, de- 
termine for us/* 

"And foon,. Sir Edward,** faid Ethelindcj 
*^ for it is already paft the ufual hour of my 
return, and I fear Mrs. Montgomery may be 
alarmed.*' 

*' Do you find yourfelf,*' anfwered he, 
** equal to the meeting, or rather are you able 
to conceal what you know?" 

'^ 1 am afraid not ; but I will at leaft at- 
tempt it. I carried for many weeks, in my 
agonized bofom, the fatal fecrel of his fup- 
pofcd death ; I will try if, for a few hours^ 
for longer it will be impoflible, I can conceal 
-the tranfporting certainty of his life." 
• Montgomery, tenderly fojicitous for^hifl 
mother, and greatly dtftreflfed by the acc^r^t 
£thelinde b^d giv^n him of tjicft^tepf tiy 
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healthy was ready to fubrxjit himfelf wholly to 
the guidance of Sir Edward; and it was de- 
termined that he (bould carry Echelinde hoia;^ 
in his poft chaife ; faying only that (he had 
walked farther than ufual, and being tired» 
had called at the abbey to be conveyed home 
fay that means to the cottage ; that he /hould 
ftay there with her himfelf, and in converfa- 
tion gradually open to her, firft the poflibility, 
and afterwards the aflurance that her fon was 
living, who, when Sir Edward thought her 
fufficiently prepared, was, at a fignal agreed 
upon, to appear. 

This being fettled. Sir Edward and Ethe- 
linde departed together. They hardly fpoke 
the whole way : Sir Edward filently revolved 
the events of the day, and meditated how he 
might beft acquit himfelf to his own fatis- 
fadion, and with the leaft ri^ to the feeble 
frame of Mrs. Montgomery -, while Ethe- 
liride, overwhelmed as flie was with the fenfe 
of her own unexpefted happinefs, felt her ad- 
miration of his greatnefs of mind mingled 
with pain, from the certainty of how much it 
coft him. As they approached the houfe, the 
recoUeftion of all Ihe owed him, from her fa* 

thcrV 



THE R£CLUS£ OP TH£ LAKE. ^0^ 

ther's firft embarraflments till the prefent 
moment, preflcd on her nnind; and almofl in- 
voluntarily Ihe lifted bis hand to her lips : 
a tear fell upon his hand ; he kifTed it off, 
fighed deeply, but faid nothing till thechaifc 
flopped at the door, when in a voice that he 
meant ihould be firmer than it was, he defirei^ 
her to try to compofe her countenance that 
Mrs. Montgomery might have no caufc to 
fufpe^ (he had met with any extraordinary 
occurrencct 
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health, was ready to fubmit/ 

the guidance of Sir Edw ■ 

termined that he (houlr' ' jj^iv. 

in his poft chaife ; <" 

walked farther tb 

had called at th' t? l r i r\ ^. 

. Ethehnde ealily ac- 

by that means , ^ c ^\^ - a.„. 

^ .•lontgomcry for their ftay; 

flay there wv ^ ^^^.^g ^^^^^j^ q^;^^ ^^^^^^ 
tion gradur ^ ^j: ^j^^ ^^^ gj^ Edward had un- 
and a^^cr^^ haftened away as foon after dinner 
^^ '"^' ^-could ; while he entertained Mrs. Mont- 
^ \^^^ for lume time on indifferent fubjecls. 
"P°-^ /bon, however, as a paufe in the converfa- 
^n gave her leave, (hr enquired, with that 
^ppcnr^nce of tender intercfl: which (he al- 
v^ays felt on tlielubject of Echtrlinde, whether 
he believed that flie iboulJ, before (he died, 
be made eafy by leaving her his wife. " I 
have a letter to-day," faid fiie, ^' from my 
brother, and I am glad to find that though 
Lady Hawkhurft followed him with her fa- 
mily to Bath, the marriage (he !b artfully me- 
ditated has wholly failed. It is difficult to 
fuftain long an aflumed charafler, and Bath 
was of all others the place where it was to 
Lady Arabella the moft difficult. My bro- 
ther 
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ther fortunately difcovered her true one, and 
is thankful that he difcovered it before he 
had engaged himfelf in irremediable wretchr 
cdnefs. Chefterville and .Viftorine have feen 
the' danger, and I hope profitted by it, as he 
mentions being well faxisfied with their con- 
duft. This on his account is mod fatisfadtory 
to nie ; yet, my dear Sir Edward, it ha$ lef^ 
fened but little my anxiety in regard |o thi$ 
adopted daughter of my. heart. Chefterville 
can never be the friend, the brother Jbe de.- 
fcryes, for his heart is incapable of it. If (he 
goes $0 rcfide with them, Ihe will; not com* 
plain, but (he will undoubtedly be unhappy. 
Naturally of a penfive turn, and her heart 
cruelly, wounded by an irreparable lofs, tbeir 
fty Id of life Will be painful to her;- and hcV 
melancholy, all foft and interefting as it is, 
will ever be a rcftraint upon them ; befides 
that my brother's partial fondnefs for her; 
will be but too likely to excite difcontent in 
his daughter -and her huiband.. .Whither 
then can (he go? and what will be her de- 
ft iny?" 

'• I believe," faid Sir Edward, collefting all 
Ills fortitude, */ that the generous intereft you 
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take in my favour, added to her fricndfliip 
for me, would make fome change in her re- 
folucion, if (he had not of late taken up a no 
tion that be whom (he regrets as dead may 
yet be living. I could not combat an idea 
on which (be dwelt with fo much fondnefs: 
fhe brought indeed numberlefs inftances to 
conlirm its probability; and certainly it is 
not inbpo(nble.** 

Convinced -as Sir Edward had been after 
the moft a(riduous enquiries that Montgo- 
mery had really perilhed by (hipwreck at 
<hc Mauritius, he had never before encoUf 
raged the unhappy mother to dwell on a pof- 
fibility that could, he thought, anfwer no 
other purpofe than to lengthen or renew her 
fufFerings. She now turned on him thofe 
,cyes that had long ceafed to look towards any 
objeft in this world with hop€ or pleafure. 
They feemcd as if tliey would penetrate his 
inmoft thoughts. — ** What do you mean, Sir 
Edward," faid (he, in a folcmn tone, *' and 
why do you (eem to encourage fuch wild— 
oh! God! — fuch hopelefs imaginations.'* 

*' Be calm," replied he, " and I will tell 

you that a failor has been feen in London 

i who 



THE RECLUSE OF THE LAKX* gO^ 

who was in the vcflel in which Montgomery 
^giras- fuppofed to be loft : and this man fayar 
that he believes it very likely your Ion ef« 
Mped/* 

• *^ Almighty God!" exclaimed flie,-ftarting 
from her chair. " He ij— there then remains 
an hope. Where, and when can I fe^ this 
roan? Send for him^ dear Sir Edward: or 
rather let me go in fearch of him that no 
time may be loft, for many days of fufpence 
I (ball not fupvive. Oh! merciful heaven, if 
it be thy pleafnre," continued (he, clafping 
her hands, ** if it be thy pleaCure to reftorc 
him to his widowed mother!" The idea 
feemed a moment to animate her whole frame, 
but then fear of a difappointment checked 
her tranfports. — *^ Oh ! no, I dare not hope 
it." He is gone, he. is loft for ever; for had 
he been living he would have been in Eng« 
land as foon as this mariner/* She fat down 
and feemed gafping for breath. ** My dear 
Madam," faid Sir Edward, alTuminga chear- 
ful tone, ^' you are needlefsly agitated. Con-, 
fider that if the intelligence is groundlefs, it 
will make no real difference, bccaufe, be- 
lieving the worft already, you can learn no- 



^10 -XT HELIHDE^OX. . 

thing more to fear, while it is pofiible, nay 
probable, that you have much to hope. For 
my own .part I own I have very fanguine ex-^ 
peftations, but I will not fay a word of them 
till I feq that you can liear me with more 
compofure/* 

** Sanguine expedtations. Sir Edward ! you 
know then more than you have communica- 
ted. Sanguine expedtations ! tell me, 1 con- 
jure you, from whence they arife ?** 

"Command yourfelf then, my dear good 
friend, and I will obey you. I bavefeen the 
failor/ who is pofitive that your fon by fwim- 
ming gained the fhore. Can you hear the 
reft?" 

Mrs. Montgomery bowed her head, but 
could not fpeak. . *^ That reft is only a con- 
tinuation of good tidings. The fame perfon 
tells me that he not only has no doubt of your 
fon's having efcaped death, but that he is now 
in England, perhaps haftening to you !" 
* She hdd out her hand to Sir Edward in 
fpeechkfs tranfport ; but he found her pulfe 
finking, her eyes clofed, (he fell lifelcfs in her 
chair. He rang in terror; th)s fervants and 
Ethelinde ran to her affiftanc^j. and Montgo- 
mery, 
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mcry, who waited only at the corner of the 

» 

houfe, was alarmed at theconfufion heheard^ 
and fearing that it was occafioned,by his mo- 
ther's indifpofition, l\e ruflied into the room, 
and was on his knees before her before either 
Sir Edward or Ethelinde had the power to 
reftrain him. . ,, - i 

For feme moments thev believed her dead; 
and the cruel alteration ficknefs and forrow 
had made in her figure and countenance, con- 
firmed Montgomery in this dreadful idea. 
He deplored, in accents of piercing diftrefs, 
that he had arrived only to witnefs the laft 
iighs of the beft of parents. He now ran 
put for afliriancej then remembering that no 
medical help could there be obtained, he flew 
back to tlie room, and walking about in an 
agony of grief and apprehenfion, was afraid of 
looking at his mother leaft he (hould fee her 
expire. 

. Feeble, languilbing, and even in the laft 
ft age of a decline as Mrs. Montgomery 
feemed to be, fiie had yet more flrength than 
her appearance indicated \ the remedies Erhe- 
linde adminiftered had their efFrft, and in a 
few moments Ihe was enough reftored to be 



fenfible that her beloved Charles was not 
only living, but was aftually embracing her 
knees^ and ihedding tears of the tendered 
filial affc&ion on the hands (he put fonh to 
blcfs him. The firft emotion of her heart, 
after the return ot her fenfcs, was gratitude 
to the being who had preferved and rcftorcd 
him. After having filently but fervently of- 
fered up her thanks, fhe prefled her fon fondly 
to her heart ; and having taken feme refrefli- 
ment, repofed on a fopha; while her fon, 
whom her eyes followed inceflantly, feemcd 
difpofed to gratify the curiofity which the 
whole company muft, he knew, feel to know 
the particulars of his life fince his quitting 
England. Sir Edward Newenden, however, 
foon after Mrs. Montgomery was tolerably 
recovered, took his leave for the evening 
and returned home. 

The altered looks of Montgomery, as well 
as his drefs, which was that of a common 
failor, gave his mother and Ethelinde painful 
impreffions of all the fufFerings and hardfhips 
he had undergone. With the tendered ex- 
prefllon of pity, love, and folicitude, the eyes 
of both feemed to alk a detail of his adven- 
tures. 
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twres. He faw that they woirtd be relieved 
and gratified by hearing it, and thus began. 

» ^« I will not defcribe to you the horrors o( 
ftorn:>s in the tropical regions, or attempt td 
give you an idea of that, which after many 
weeks of famine and fatigue, during which 
we Were driven by a fucceflion of hurricanes 
qtrite out of our courfe, threw the veflfel I 
was in on a rock near the Ifle of Bourbon. As 
it was evident (he muft foon go to pieces, 
thofe, who, aided by the defperation of their 
circumftanc^S/ found courage to brave the 
almoft equal peril of the tremendous furf 
which broke on the (hor^, threw themfclves 
into the water; I was among thefej and 
trufting to my (kill in fwimming, and to my 
perfonal ftrength, I left thelhipj and under 
the pfoteftiori 'of Providence, found myfclf^ 
though with fome fevcre bruifes, on fliore on 
the ifland. I had plunged into the fea in the 
(jloaths I had on, faving nothing of the pro- 
perty I had on board but my purfe, in which 
was fome money and two fmall diamonds, 
a little parcel of linen, and two miniatures I al- 
ways wore about me. The people, however. 
Vol, v. P ^twycv^ 
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among whom I was, with five others, cafti 
were not inhofpitable. By a Ihip going to 
India, three of my fellow fufferers returned 
thither. My hope was to get a paflage to 
Europe. After ten tedious weeks, an Ame- 
rican (hip came into the port of Sc. Denys on 
her return to that country. America was 
comparatively near England, and 1 eagerly 
enquired for a paiTage ; but the mailer, who 
was a fpecies of animal I had never feen be- 
fore, would not receive me without money, 
of which, though I had faved my purfe, I had 
now very little left. I was obliged, there* 
fore, to agree to work for my paflage -, and 
in that fituation 1 arrived at Bofton, after a 
long voyage, in which I fuffered fome fauguc 
and hardlhip, which 1 bore however without 
murmuring when I rcflefted that every 
league brought me nearer to the objefts of 
all my folicitudes and at night, or whenever 
my watch was over, I kifled the two dear 
pidlures I had preferved of my mother and 
my Ethelinde : their beloved images foothed 
my Ihort flumbers, and I awoke indeed to 
new toil, but to toil lightened by the hope 
of foon embracing the beloved originals. 

"In 
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*^ In about fix weeks after I landed at 
Bofton, where I with great difficulty fubfifted, 
I got a paflage for Ireland, but dill as a com- 
mon failor •, from thence I landed at Briftol j 
and as foon as I touched Englifli ground, my 
anxiety to hear of you both became infup- 
portable. I recollected the family of the 
Ludfords, and determined to apply to them, 
without however difcovering how deeply in- 
terefted I was in the intelligence I alked. 
They were at their houfe a few miles from 
the city ; 1 walked thither, and approached 
the door in my jacket and troufers, which I 
Own were not in very good order, my whole 
ambition being to have cleaner linen than is 
ufually found under fuch habiliments, and I 
had been obliged to fell a ring and a fmall 
diamond I had in my purfe, to furnifh myfelf 
till this time with that indulgence and the ne- 
ceflaries of life. When I reached the door, I 
found a coach in readinefs to take the ladies 
out. I was ordered by the laced footman of 
Mrs. Ludford to retire. ^' What do you do 
here, fellow ?" demanded the infolcnt domes- 
tic. *' We fuffer no fuch people to come to 
the door." I anfwered that 1 was ^v^ift. co\xv^ 
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from India, where I had feen a friend of Mrs. 
Ludford's, and wiflicd to be allowed to fpeak 
to her, The man, however^ would have re- 
pulfed me with infuU, if at that moment d>e 
lady of the houfe, leaning on the arm of a 
young woman, who appeared to be a kind of 
companion, had not appeared in all the un- 
wieldy fplcndor of recent wealth, and fclf- 
created importance. I approached her with 
my hat in my hand, and in the humble phrafe 
which fcemed to become my condition, began 
to fpeak. She ftopped, and turning to her 
footman, faid — " What is the reafon you do 
not obey my orders? Why are beggars fuf- 
fered to come to this door ?" I am no beg- 
gar. Madam, faid I, fmiling at the ridiculous 
air of dignity the lady aflumed ; but having 
lately arrived from India, I waited on you at 
the defire of Mr. Montgomery to enquire af- 
ter Mifs Chefterville. " 1 know nothing about 
her," replied fhe, paffing by me, without 
deigning to look at me again; *' but if you 
apply to the Newendens, I fuppofe you may 
learn more." The lady then feated herfclf 
in her coach, her companion followed her, 
and flie was driven from the door, 

«^ I now 
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** I now ventured to affc the footman for 
intelligence of Mifs Chefterville. The uppcf 
fcrvants condcfcended not to hold eonverfe 
with a perfon of my appearance, and Ihut th6 
door in my face ; but from an inferior female 
fervant, who came to it foon afterwards, not 
yet arrived to the dignity of fupremc info- 
Jence, I learned that Mifs Clarinthia had mar- 
•Tied a young officer againft the confent of her 
father, and was gone with hrm to join his 
regiment; and that Mr. Rupert had fomfe 
time before departed from his paternal cohnpt- 
ing houfc to make the tour of Italy, frorh 
whence he fent fach accounts of his parties 
with princes and Princeflfes, fuch verfes, and 
fuch curiofities, as reconciled his raotl^r to 
his abfence, though it much difcompafed the 
old gentleman: that as to Mifs Chefter- 
ville, (he had left their family a long time be- 
fore with a rich gentleman, whofe name the 
girl could not remember, and that fhe had 
fmce been^ maf ried to him or fome other great 
^Squire or Lord, as had been told in their 
kitchen. Aftoniflied and ailarmed' by this 
intdligente, vague and digointed as it was, I 
haftcncd from Ludford houfc tovRath, intend- 
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ingto proceed dkeftly to London; but on 
my arrival there, I faw on the door of a 
fplendid houfe in one of the licw ftrects the 
name of Maltravers, and ventured to knock 
at it. There again my appearance had nearly 
precluded me from, all intelligence; but after 
afTuring the fervant that I wanted nothing 
but fome information that would give him no 
great trouble, he vouchfafed to tell me that 
the Mr. Maltravers I enquired after had been 
fome time dead, and that the houfe I now faw 
belonged to his widow. I afked after Lady 
Newenden. Lady Newenden too was dead ; 
and Sir Edward, faid I j pray where is he ? 
*' Indeed,*' replied the footman, " I don't 
know. 1 don't think that my lady ever hears 
of him.** I told him that it was very mate- 
jial to me to know where to find him -, that I 
had letters alfo, and a meflage of confequence 
to deliver to Mifs Chcftcrvillc, a niece of his 
Lady*s, and that it would be doing me a great 
fervice if he would go up to his Lady to en- 
quire where I might fee either of them. Pro- 
bably he delivered his meflage imperfefllyj 
and thename of Sir Edward Newenden, united 
with that of Mifs Cheftcrville, excited the 

malignant 
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malignant curiofity of the lady; for after a 
moment the footman came back and told 
me, that though his lady was engaged with 
company, Ihe would fee me herfelf. I fol- 
lowed the footman to the door of a room, 
where, though it was yet morning with them, 
a party were at cards. Mrs. Maltravers, 
whom I hardly recolleftcd, and who did not 
know me, bade me approach-, and turning 
half Tound, fhe faid— ** What do you know, 
friend, of Sir Edward Newenden and Mifs 
Chefterville ? My fcrvant informs me yon 
have fomething to fay about them." I re- 
plied that the fcrvant then had been miftaken, 
for that I merely took the liberty to beg a 
dirediion to either of them, having letters 
from India for them. • " Is that all ?" cried 
fhc, with vifible ill humour; ^* and pray who 
direfted you to me?" I anfwePed that know- 
ing the connexion of the families, I had pre- 
fumed — '* Prefumed indeed,** replied the 
lady. ** People are continually plagueing me 
for an addrefs to Sir Edward Newenden, as 
if / had any knowledge of him. I aflure you, 
young man, and all whom it may concern, 
that I am quite a ftranger to Sir Edward 

P 4 1^^'^^tw^^w^ 



S20 ETHEL! KDt, <i H 

Ncwendcn. The man hides himfelf, I b|* 
licve, in the Hebrides, or under the Norffi 
Pole ; and then his former acquainunce are 
lei^cd for his addrefs.*' 

» 

*• I hambly reprefented that I had letters 
to deliver from India to him and Mifs Chef- 
lerville^. to whom, perhaps. Madam, faid |, 
you will be fo good as to give mc a direftion, 
though you cannot to Sir Edward Ncwendcn^ 
" Oh! as to that,'* cried (he, fneeringly, " I 
can as eafily do one as the other *, for un- 
doubtedly they are together. Report fays 
they arc married. I know nothing of that; 
but however, friend, they have an eftablifii- 
ment together, that is certain, fo you will 
have only one trouble in delivering your let- 
ters ; but do underftaiid, and let it be gene- 
rally underftood, that I am wholly unconnected 
with Sir Edward Newenden. Here, John, 
fliew this perfon out.'' I retired in greater 
uneafinefs than I entered; every circumftance 
fecmed to confirm my apprehenfions, and in 
an encreafing agony of fufpenfe I reached the 
Devizes the fanie evening by means of a re- 
turn chaife. There, however, I was com- 
pelled to ftop for the night, as no convey- 
ance 



aace within reach of my ftendcr finances was 
iikdy to oflfer till tlie next day.. 

** At the inn where the chaife putme dbwn^, 
•I obferved a phaeton with arms en it, whick 
being fomewhat remarkable, I remembered to> 
be thofe of Davenanr. On. enquiry, I hcard*^ 
that the carriage belonged tahim,; the waiters^ 
told me he had lived there alhioft a monthi. 
1 fought his fervants ; but they* had not been? 
long with him, and knew not eventhenamesv 
of thofe for whom I was fo painfuUy anxious.. 
I determined therefore to^ddrefsmyfelf to > 
feheir mafter. This^.however,. was not very 
^fy ; for I difcovcred that Davenanti by ex**- 
ceffive drinking,. difFolute connexions,, andt 
low company, had greatly impaired his for- 
tune, and was now fo apprehenfive of hi& credi- 
tors, that he was unwilling to hold converfe: 
with ftrangers. By means, however, of his- 
fervants, whom I treated at the expence of 
almoft half the money I had left, the. lady 
who lived with Davenant was prevailed upon* 
to dire<ft thatl might be admitted. It was. 
near nine o'clock in- the evening before I 
obtained this favour: but Mi. Davenant had 
not rifenAom his dinner table> which was co— 

P 5 N^^^'i^ 
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vcred with wine and bowls cf punch, and 
furrounded by an cxcifeman, a feeder of 
fighting cocks, a celebrated bruifer, and the 
woman who was his prefent favourite. 

*' The bloated figure and inflamed counte* 
Hance of Davenant excited my compaflion*. 
He feemed, however, not to have the leaft 
recolleftion of me ; but with half (hut eyes, 
and a voice rendered almoft inarticulate by 
intoxication, he accofted me by the name of 
honeft Jack, I fuppofe from my failor's drefs^ 
and^in coarfe phrafe alked what I wanted with 
him^ I told him that I came lately from In- 
dia, and being entrufted with letters of con- 
fequence to Sir Edward Newenden, which I 
wifhed to deliver myfelf, I took the liberty 
of defiring a dire6lion to his prefent refidence, 
"And how the devil/' faid he, *^ d*ye think 
I know any thing of fuch a parfon in a co* 
loured coat, as that queer old guardian of 
mine. Faith, friend, I don't keep fuch com- 
pany. You may enquire about him of the 
next methodift preacher, who is much more 
likely to know than I am where to find him.'* 
It wouM be difgufting to repeat the oaths 
with which this unfortunate being interlarded 
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all the intelligence I could gain from himy 
which was, that he had heard that Sir Edward 
lived entirely at Grafmere, and that you, my 
Etheltnde, refided with him. ** Some fay," 
added he, " they are married, and I hope 
they are, with all my foul, becaufe I know 
what a devilifli jilt the girl is, and the ftarched 
knight will ftand a good chance of being 
ferved by his fecond as he was by his firft 
wife. Rat me if I (hould not be curfed 
•glad to hear it.**^ I turned from the profligate 
ideot with difguft, but all my uneafinef^*was 
redoubled. I hardly doubted any longer of 
Etheliade^s marriage, and to the night I pafled - 
in confequence of this perfuafion^ that which' 
threw me defolate and' fhipwrccked on the 
Ifle ol Bourbon was comparatively happy. 
Sleep was no longer in queftion. On the top 
of one of the night ftages I proceeded to 
London. I hurried to the town houfe of Sir 
Edward Newenden. He had left it only the 
preceding morning to return to Grafmere. I 
queftioned the maid who had the charge of 
it, and her anfwers ferved only to pcrfuade 
me that all I apprehended was certain, that 
Sthelinde was married, and that I was undone. 
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I cannot if I would defcribe the ftate of mind 
in which I now proceeded to the north. My 
money was fo nearly expended, that I was 
obliged fometimes to walk, at others to pro- 
cure a conveyance for a few miles in fomc 
chance carriage ; and thus I was, notwithftand^ 
ing the impatience which devoured me, fix 
days in performing a journey, which had 1 had 
money I lliould have made in two. Laft night 
about eight o'clock 1 arrived on the borders 
of the lake; the moon was trembling on it's 
clear furface; and from among floating clouds 
her rays fell on the white chimneys of my 
mother's cottage. Good God ! what were 
my feelings when I firft beheld them? I dared 
not enter ; for I felt that the abfolute cer* 
tainty of Ethelinde^s marriage I was utterly 
unable to fuftain. Hardly knowing what I 
did, and afraid to enquire of myfelf what I 
meant to do, if I was really as wretched as 
my fears reprefented me to be, I traverfed 
'thofe well known paths that led to the cot- 
tage with undefcribable terror ; now haften- 
ing as if determined to know the worft, now 
■flopping for breath, and to recover that refo- 
lution which feemed every moment on the 

point 
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point of giving iw up to the phrenzy of dcr 
fpair. I threw my eyes wildly round mcj^ 
and remenibering the fpots where we had lirft 
met, all my agonies were redoubled. There! 
cried I, turning my eyes towards the creefc, 
there I fnatched her from death, (he who now 
lives for another ! As I did this, I faw. diC- 
tant lights through the trees, and the abbey 
feemed to have candles in every windo\)iv 
Good God I faid I, there (he is ! no longer 
my Ethelinde, but the bride of Sir Edward 
Newenden; there, furrounded by fplendor 
and elegance, (he tirives from her heart for 
ever the memory df the indigent, unhappy 
wanderer, who had nothing to give her but 
an heart; andjrour my mother! coM you fufr 
fer this ? but you perhaps were not confultcd^ 
finking under concern and regret, your fee- 
ble remonftrances were unheard or unr6- 
:garded when ambition and intereft folicited. 
Oh ! forgive me, deareft Ethelinde," contij- 
Bued he, ** forgive me that I thought thus of 
you« Be not thus afiedbed, my. angel ; I cam- 
not bear your tears;'* • > 
Ethelinde, fmiling through them, promifefl 
XQ. be more comj)oied, and Montgomery, 
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kiffing her hands, and then thofe of his mo^ 
iher, proceeded— 

*' The night grew cold and ftormy ; and 
the moon was no longer vifible; when I 
reached the court of the cottage, about half 
paft ten o'clock, every thing was filent round 
it ; I opened the little gate as foftly as 1 could, 
and a thoufand tender recolleftions crowded 
on nr.y mind. { trembled, and was obliged 
to lean againft it a moment for breath, when 
the old pointer, of which I had been fo fond 
from a boy, ran out to me, and inftead 
of barking, as is his cuftom to ftranger», 
jumped up and licked «aiy hands. Tou have 
not forgotten me, Vigo, faid I : and I know 
not why, but 1 burft into tears. My heart 
feemed relieved- I was able to confider wharl 
fliould do for the night-, and thinking that my 
fiidden appearance at fiKhan hour might too 
much alarm my mother, I determined to feek 
a lodging in fome of the- out houfes. 1 eafily 
found one filled with ftraw, where I lay down, 
and my faithful dog remained by me. I had 
often ilept found in a much worfe lodging ,• 
but now to fleep was impoffible, notwithftand- 
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fng the great fatigue I had undergone for f^ 
veral preceding dajrs. 

*^ Before c'ay break, I left my ftraw, and 
went into the village, as well for food as to» 
aik queftions which I trembled to have an- 
fwered. The people of the fmall ale houfe^ 
which fupplied me with a coarfe breakfaft,. 
had no recollcdlion of me in this drcfs, and 
anfwered my enquiries as thofe of a {lranger„ 
who, travelling into Scotland to his friends^ 
had miffed his way. The woman, who was 
not unwilling to talk, gave me the hiftory of 
her good mafler, as (he called Sir Edward 
Newenden, and told me how he had beea 
vilely ufcd by his firft lady, who, as good 
luck would have it, died in parts beyond fea^ 
and now how he was going to be married out 
of hand to a fweet pretty lady as lived in their 
village, one Mifs Chefterville. Going to be 
married, cried I, with emotion which would 
have betrayed me to any more obferving per- 
fon, are they 1?^/ married then?'* She replied 
that it was the general opinion of the neigh- 
bourhood that they were, though for fome 
aneafon or other it had been kept a fccret* 
^ To be fure, for my part," faid (he, " as I 



feysto my hufband^ I think howr they ftf mar- 
ried; for there, Mifs, ihc have had ever fi> 
long the care of l»s honor's children,, and is 
as fond on *em as if they wcrelwr own ;. and 
Mafter himfelf lives as tVere at Madam 
Montgomery's/^ • This account rather cwrro*' 
boratcdthan diminilbed my fears; andfind*- 
ing my foul ficken under their influence, I 
could not coIleA ftrengtb to have them con- 
ifirmed ; hot abruptly qiiitting' my talkative- 
landlady, i wandered away, through the 
i^roody paths of the north* fell, ^ain. to confir 
'der what I (hould do. As I fat on the rootfr 
of the old thorns and hollies of the rock that 
hang over the foot way leading from the ab- 
bey, I heard voices fwell in the breeze, and 
looking down thro' the yet leaflefs branches, 
I faw Sir Edward Newenden followed by two 
of his fervants with fomething in their hands- 
He feemed to be giving them directions. I 
thought, though I could not fee his face, that 
he had, in his air and manner, all the alertnefs 
of hope, if not of happinefs, and at that mo- 
ment 1 felt difpofed to ru(b upon him and 
ilab him to the heart. 
"^ This gloomy and.dreadful id«a yet pof- 



fefled my mind after I loft fight of him, whomi 
confidere4 as the deftroyer of all my happinef3; 
but then the recoUedtion of my mother, the 
cruelty I (hould be guilty of towards her, 
to^yards that tender and dear parent who had 
lived but for me, came fortuna,tely to foften 
the fury with which I was infpired, a,nd ag^^ 
1 wept like ^woman. 

** Thus \)etwe6n ftupor and pbreozy, whKsh 
I cannot defcribe^i I paffed above an hour; 
And then, without having cotr^p tq ^x^y refola- 
tion, I weqt up towards the cs^ve whf r^ I firft 
told my Ethelinde of my love, and where I 
ufed to fit whole hours to think of, or write tp 
her. What were my emotions when 1 faw hc^r 
there; lovely indeed as ever, but paler and 
thinner than I had left her: (he had a book 
in her hand, but (he feemed rather to medi- 
tate than read* I was within a few yards of 
her, hidden by the thick bru(h-wood that 
grew round the foot of the rock. I heard her 
figh ; I fancied that (he repeated the name of 
Montgomery, and I was on the point of ru(h- 
ing out of my concealment to know my de- 
ftiny, perhaps to die at her feet^ when the ap» 
pearance of Sir Edward Newend^a drove mp 



3JO» ETHELIKDE^ O* 

back to my covert in an agony of fuch terri- 
ble fufpenfe as I cannot even now recoUeft 
without fliuddering," 

Montgomery concluded his narrative by- 
defcribing the fenfations he felt while he lif- 
tened to the dialogue between Ethelinde and 
Sir Edward ; again he apologized to her for 
the imprudence of his abrupt appearance; 
*^ but wlio/' added he, tenderly embracing 
her, *^ ah who that had feared, fo juftly 
feared that he was undone, and found him- 
felf at once the happieft of mankind, could 
have borne fuch tranlccndent felicity with a 
more equal mind ?'* 

It was now time to f^parate for the night. 

Montgomery, whofe refle6tion returned, was 

anxious that neither his mother or Ethelinde, 

who had fuffered fo much agitation during 

the day, {hould be fatigued by fitting up late, 

Mrs. Montgomery kifled her fon ; a filent 

tear fpoke how much (he was affefted with 

thofe emotions to which words cannot do 

juftice, when beneath her own roof, in health 

and fafety,(he bade good night to the darling 

of her heart*. 

Early- 
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Early the next morning Ethelinde received 
from Sir Edward Nevvenden the following 
letter — 

^* Let me, dearefl: Mlfs Chefterville, agam 
congratulate you and Mrs. Montgomery on 
the events of yefterday — I do moft fincerely ; 
but mine is one of thofe fituations where to 
fly for a (hort time from thofe whom I mod 
fincerely love, is perhaps beft on their account 
and certainly fo on my own. 

^' I go, therefore, to-morrow morning, be- 
fore you can receive this, tovvards London 
with my eldeft boy ; and from thence, in a 
very few days (which will be employed in vi- 
fiting Mrs. Woolafton, and fettling my pecu- 
niary concerns) to Dover, where I (hall em- 
bark for France, and go immediately to Ge- 
neva: there it is my prefent purpofe to con- 
tinue twelve or fourteen months. 

'^ Within lefs than as many days I con- 
clude you will give your hand to the only 
man who entirely defeiTes fuch a bleffing. 
You will continue, I know, to honor me with 
that fifterly affeftion that has hitherto been at 
once a pleafure and a torment to me. I will 
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endeavour henceforth to learn the art of 
making it only the former; and I beg of you 
and your dear Montgomery to forgive, to 
pity, and, if poflible, to forget my weaknefs. 
Before I return to England, I will learn to 
conquer it wholly, and will not prefent my- 
felf to my filler till I am worthy of being 
called her brother. 

** In leaving my two little ones to your 
care, I know that they are in the hands of the 
beft and tendered of friends. ^ If you remove 
to London take them with you — you will 
love them, for your heart is formed for love. 
They are amiable — they are motherlefs — they 
are mine ! Any of thofe circumHiances would 
recommend them to your compaffionate bo- 
fom — all thofe circumftances united fecure for 
them the proteftion and tendernefs of Ethe- 
linde and Montgomery. 

^^ Allure my refpevllable, and now mod 
happy friend, of my true regard ; and now, 
loveliefl", deareft, beft of women, adieu ! 
May the bleffing of heaven be upon you. 
Remember, and I know Montgomery will 
remind you of it, remember to write to the mod 
faithiulof yourfriends, E. Newekdex." 

Ediclinde 
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Ethel inde (hed tears over this letter ; and 
when Montgomery went to call ber for aii 
early walk, he found her ftill weeping. 'Hi4 
gallant heart fympathized in her forrow : he 
would have gone inftantly to the abbey to 
have attempted detaining in England a friend 
fb juftly dear to them both ; but Eihelinde in* 
formed him that the fervant who brought the 
letter, and to whom fhe had fpoken, had af- 
fured her that his mafter, who bad not been 
in bed ail night, had departed before day 
break for London with his eldeft boy. 

Ethelinde and Montgomery went, howe- 
ver, inftantly to the abbey to fetch the two 
younger childreji ; and in giving to them at* 
tention truly maternal, (he found the only al- 
leviation of that concern, which, in defpite of 
the happinefs fhe enjoyed, (he could not help 
feeling for the fufFerings infiidled by hopelefs \ 
love on one of the nobleft hearts in the world. 

Mrs. Montgomery felt the efFeft of the 
painfully delightful fcenc (he had gone thro* 
more afterwards than fhe had done the even- 
ing it happened. The languor of which (he 
was fenfible, made her again believe her death 
not veiy diftant, and (he delired to have her 
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fon and Ethelinde united, and then (he faid 
(he (hould leave the world without one wi(h 
unfulfilled. 

Her's and Montgomery's importunities left 
Ethelinde no excufe to delay her marriagei 
and within a week after Montgomery's re- 
turn, (he gave him her hand at the village 
church, only Mrs. Montgomery, Mrs. Dick- 
enfon, the houfekeeper at Grafmere Abbey, 
and two other fervants, being prefent. 

Their marriage made no alteration in their 
(inipledomefticarrangement.ThehappyMont- 
gomery would have thought himfelf in a (late 
of felicity too great for humanity, had not fears 
for his mother's health fometimes made him 
remember how eafily it might be diminilhed. 
As the fummer advanced, however, Mrs. 
Montgomery, whofe heart was relieved 'of all 
thofe cares which had fo greatly hurt her 
heilth, grew much better ; and towards au- 
tumn, her fon, who dreaded a relapfe if (he 
continued in the nonh during the winter, 
prevailed on her to go to Briftol for thofe 
months. Tljither he accompanied her wixh 
Ethelinde and the two little Newendens. 
There they faw Lord Dancsforte ; who, after 

every 
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icvery Other expedient to retrieve a ruined con- 
ftitution, came thither to die. He appeared to 
be a walking fkeletonj but was ftill furrounded 
with perfons whofe bufinefs it was to keep off 
the approaches of refledlioa and remorfe, if 
they could not retard thofe of death. He was 
perfuaded to the laft moment that he (hould 
recover; and much as he deferved to fuffer, 
Ethelinde could not hear of hisdeceafe, which 
foon happened, without being greatly (hocked, 
and reflefting with a mixture of pity and hor- 
ror on all the mifery he had brought, not only 
on the family of Sir Edward Newenden, but 
on thofe of many other perfons, though he 
now unrepentingly was gone where all his 
crimes were regiftered. 

Mr. Harcourt came to his fifter at Briftol, 
and added to her happinefs. His health was 
much amended ; his daughter was no longer 
carelefs of his eafe, or ungrateful for his ten- 
dernefs; and Chefterville himfelf, who, with 
Viftorine, paffed a month with them at Brif- 
tol, was much changed in confequence of the 
aUrm which Mr. Harcourt's propofed inar- 
riage had given him. He was ftill rather 
too much a man of the great world, but Ethe- 
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linde loved him, and overlooked his faults, 
becaufe (he wiftied neither to remember or 
difcover them. Hfe had now two children, 
and feemed really to confider the neceflity of 
providing for them as well as pleafing him* 
fclf, out of the ample income paid him by 
Mr. Harcourt. 

Whatever were his real feelings as to the 
generofity of his father-in-law towards Mont- 
gomery and his lifter, he carefully concealed 
them, and even affected pleafure at the pre- 
fents he made to them and Mrs. Montgo* 
mery. Montgomery, however, always the 
mod generous and difinterefted of men, would 
abfolutely accept of no niore money than Mr. 
Harcourt had already fettled on himfelf and 
his mother. " It is enough, my dear uncle,^ 
faid he, ^* for all my wants, and all my wilhes, 
for neither Ethelinde or I have any intention 
to quit the dear though humble abode on the 
banks of Grafmere Water, where we hav: 
found happinefs, and where we enjoy 

** That bleft feclufion from a Jarring world, '* 

which, young as we both are, we have both 
learned to covet. We Ihall be rich there 

with 
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with what your generofity has already done 
for us. It would only give us pain to de- 
prive of more, thofe who have a right to all 
your fortune. Come in the courfe of the fum- 
mer, my dear Sir, come and fee if we can be 
happier than the bounty of Providence and 
your bounty has already made us/* 

The happinefs enjoyed by Mrs, Montgo- 
mery, whofe health was completely re-efta- 
blithed, and by her fon and daughter, was 
fuch as admitted indeed of no addition but 
what it received by the birth of a daughter, 
in whofe infant features Montgomery de- 
lighted to trace the mingled refcmblance of 
his mother and her own ; and by the arrival 
of Sir Edward Newenden, who, after an ab- 
fence of fomething more than twelve months^ 
returned to Grafmere, with his heajt as par- 
tial as ever to his charming friend, but di- 
vefted of all the painful fenfations which had 
formerly attended that partiality. He em- 
ployed himfelf between the duty he owed his 
country, and the education of his children, 
fondly flincying that the time might come 
when his elded boy, whofe life Ethelinde had 
once been, under heaven, the means of favicv<y^^ 
Vol. V. Q^ mv 
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might become the fortunate hufband of the 
infant cherub whom he faw at her breaft. 
Thus in prcfent content, and with hope of fu- 
ture happinefs, the life of this amiable man 
was reftored to ferenity, and thofe days which 
he pafled at Grafmere were always the hap- 
piefl of the year. Montgomery and Ethe- 
linde, delighted to fee that forrow no longer 
corroded the heart of him to whom they owed 
fo many obligations, were, as well as Mrs. 
Montgomery, grateful to Providence for the 
unmixed bleflings they thus enjoyed, and en- 
deavoured to deferve by the practice of every 
virtue, the continuation of felicity fo feldom 
tafted on earth. 
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